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Brief description of the thesis (by the supervisor, ca. 100-200 words):

The thesis contributes to the research into the effect of various pronunciation features on the
perception of the speaker. Specifically, it examines the effect of temporal manipulations on speakers’
accentedness and comprehensibility (i.e., subjective ease of understanding). The author manipulated
recordings by Czech speakers of English to resemble a more English-like and an even more Czech-like
temporal structure. The resulting phrases were then assessed in a pairwise comparison paradigm by 40
listeners: 20 students of Anglophone Studies and 20 other (non-expert) listeners. The results, while not
completely supporting the original hypothesis, represent a valuable addition to recent experiments
and highlight the extremely sensitive nature of speech perception experiments and their
methodological setup.

Review, comments and notes (ca. 100-200 words)

Strong points of the thesis:

The theoretical background represents a very good introduction into the topic, with a clear structure. |
would like to highlight the extremely time-consuming nature of the temporal manipulations. One of the
strongest aspects of the thesis is the thorough and illustrative description of these manipulations. | also
appreciate the insightful interpretation of the observed order effect, though unfortunate (but difficult
to predict on such a scale).

Weak points of the thesis:
Questions to answer during the Defence and suggested points of discussion:
Pedagogical implications of the findings are slightly hinted at in the general discussion. Could you

elaborate on that and be more specific in terms of actual applications in EFL lessons?

Other comments:
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