
On September 16, 2009 the European parliament adopted a Regulation (EC) 1007/2009 

prohibiting the seal products from being imported and placed on the European Union market.  

Adoption of a Seal trade ban was a result of an effective anti-sealing lobby and increasing 

public concern over the perceivably cruel seal hunting methods that emerged in reaction to 

growing popularity of seal fur in early 2000s. Even though the Seal ban includes an exception 

for Inuit who hunt seals traditionally for subsistence and depend on monetary income to 

maintain their traditions, it proved to be highly ineffective as the demand for all seal products 

declined dramatically, threatening Inuit way of life in the process. The purpose of this thesis is 

to examine the key actors involved in the conflict, specifically the Inuit, the European Union, 

animal welfare NGOs and the Canadian government and to contextualize and analyze the 

specific narratives of the seal hunting discourse and their implications. By looking at the 

motivation and justification of the EU Seal ban as well as the implications of the different 

perspectives on the issue, this research will try to test the hypothesis that the seal hunting 

discourse is based on a colonial mindset and that decolonization of the mind is yet to be 

achieved by Western society.  

 


