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Abstract 

The basic idea of the existence of certain rights that human beings are entitled to has been 

present, in some form or another, throughout the history of mankind long before their universal 

recognition and codification in 1948. The revolutionary work of the United Nations in adopting 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948 was the coronation and 

completion of all the earlier attempts of mankind in identifying the safeguards of humanity. Of 

course, the current shape, structure and context of international modern-day human rights never 

existed on the international sphere before 1948 as all the earlier efforts to identify human rights 

can be characterized as sporadic, localized, flawed, incomprehensive and even discriminatory 

as they only recognised certain rights to particular categories of people, such as ascribing rights 

only for citizens, for believers of a religion, or only for freemen and aristocrats. Conversely, 

UDHR’s human rights standards are ascribed to everyone without discrimination. 

The foundation of international human rights is premised on the universality concept which 

indicates that all human beings are equal and that human rights are universally enjoyed by all 

mankind without discrimination. However, this majestic concept of universality is facing many 

challenges that are mostly based on the cultural relativity debate. The proponents of cultural 

relativism argue that with a world so diverse in traditions, history, religion, beliefs, languages 

and ethnicities; some divergences and dissimilarities among its composite of different 

civilizations can be expected when recognizing, accepting, interpreting or implementing human 

rights, while, their opponents argue that human beings are the same everywhere and standards 

set by the international community must apply universally without discrimination. One of the 

main challenges to the universality concept is coming from the Muslim World in application of 

Islamic law (‘Sharia’). 
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