
 Abstract 

The diploma thesis focuses on changes of the life of the German minority that was living in 

the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic at the turn of the 1960s and 1970s, in connection with 

the then press. The thesis deals with an influence of the reviving process, which is called 

Prague Spring and then the period of normalization on the progress of status of the German 

minority in the Czechoslovakia. The thesis presents events of the year 1968, that are related to 

the national minorities policy which led to reception of the Constitutional Act No. 144/1968 

Coll., about the status of the national groups in the state. I also analyse the activisation of the 

members of the German minority for the purpose of formation of their cultural association 

named "Kulturní sdružení občanů ČSSR německé národnosti" (the Cultural association of the 

citizen of the German nationality in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic), which was enabled 

on the ground of the aforesaid constitutional law.  The text also deals with the start of the 

period of normalization and its consequences for the German minority.  

The thesis also analyses the Czechoslovak media at the turn of the 1960s and 1970s with 

special regard to the only periodical press in the German language called the “Prager 

Volkszeitung”. A very important part of the text is the analysis of “Prager Volkszeitung” and 

how it informed its readers about the invasion of the Warsaw Pact troops in August 1968 and 

its consequences. In the same way was also analysed the daily press "Rudé právo", which was 

an official newspaper of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. In the end, the results of the 

analyses of both media were compared. The method used to compare both medias was 

qualitative analysis, specifically the Grounded theory. The purpose of this diploma thesis is a 

comparison of the aforesaid two media to pronounce if there were some differences in the 

way how the German citizens living in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic interpreted the 

events. 

 


