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Abstract 

Resilience has become a buzzword in policy and practice of ‘securing’ and ‘developing’ cities and urban 

populations. This study discusses the use of this concept in the context of governance of subjectivities. 

More specifically, reflecting its empirical focus, it poses critical questions about constructing and 

promoting ‘urban resilience subjects’, and scrutinizes the process of internalization of resilience as a 

self-governance technique, self-imposed on and by citizens for their own good. The purpose is to 

problematize resilience as a universal tool or strategy to govern cities and their inhabitants, be it in 

ordinary or extreme circumstances. The study ventures beyond the traditional critique of neoliberalism 

to ask questions about what resilience does in terms of a performative governance, exploring the 

disciplinary and biopolitical nature of this process.  
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