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Subsidy fraud and damaging the financial interests  of the European union 
Abstract 
 

The thesis deals mainly with the definition and punishment of subsidy frauds within the 

framework of criminal law. At the same time, it also addresses some issues related to this crime, 

in particular the subsidiarity of criminal sanctions and the concurrence of this crime with other 

crimes such as the offense of damaging the financial intereststhe of the European union. 

The method of processing is mainly deduction and analysis, in the relevant parts 

induction, synthesis and comparison. 

The thesis is divided into three main parts.  

First, it deals with subsidies and subsidy fraud, explaining what a subsidy is and what 

action can be considered a subsidy fraud, and also clarifies some of the institutes associated with 

these terms, including budget rules, resources, and records. It also deals with what actions are 

associated with the crime of subsidy fraud. Thus, in the case of a subsidy fraud, it deals with its 

characteristics, its relation to other provisions of the Penal Code, the investigation and the 

imposition of punishment. 

In the next part, the thesis deals with the protection of the financial interests of the 

European Union, especially with the institutions and bodies, which are particularly focused at the 

protection of these interests, such as Eurojust, OLAF, NCOZ and more attention is given to the 

new institute, the European Prosecutor's Office. It also analyzes the characteristics of the crime 

of damaging the EU's financial interests. 

The last part examines the relation of the provision affecting the subsidy fraud, according 

to the Section 212 of the Penal Code, and the provision affecting the damaging the financial 

interests of the European Union, according to the Section 260 of the Penal Code, especially in 

connection with the Supreme Court's opinion of 26 April 2018, Tpjn 300/2017. 

Finally, this thesis notes in particular that the provisions of the Section 212 of the Penal 

Code and the Section 260 of the Penal Code overlap more or less, and that it would be 

appropriate to refine their legislation. It also points to a problem when in the implementation of 

EU legislation into Czech law, it is assumed their literal content without taking into account the 

national conditions. 
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