
Abstract

This master’s diploma thesis discusses the mechanisms by which the Slovak public 
television talent show Zem spieva (2017) creates the concept of folklore perfor-
mance as a means of building and expressing national identity. This thesis also 
discusses the mechanisms by which the show creates a platform for negotiating the 
criteria of high standard folklore performance which should present a consistent 
reconstruction of tradition. These two effects of the show Zem spieva are in this 
thesis perceived as conceptually conflicting: on the one hand, there are essentialist 
ideas about the genetic predisposition of members of the Slovak nation for folklore 
performance; on the other hand, there are doctrines focused on the reconstruction 
of the tradition on the folklore stage. These doctrines are followed by an expert jury 
composed of prominent members of the folklore community. This thesis argues that 
the concept of performing folklore on stage perceived as an intellectual problem 
of the reconstruction of tradition is in the show subversive and therefore gradually 
replaced by emotionally and patriotically defined criteria of high quality folklore 
performance. This preferred measure preserves cultural cohesion in terms of sa-
tisfying the needs of the mass audience. Following the conflict of the mentioned 
rational analysis and the emotional perception of folklore that gives rise to national 
pride, this thesis surveys how the show Zem spieva creates a new Slovak national 
narrative and momentum, how it legitimizes its own television format as a national 
archive, how it represents national minorities and which formal tools it involves to 
engage young people, journalists, the general public, and political leaders who re-
cognize the Zem spieva format as suitable for public television and thus consistent 
with the objectives of state cultural policy.
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