
Evaluation of bachelor thesis “Dirty Stories Saved My Life”: Fanfiction as 
a Source of Emotional Support by Anastasiia Sereda

Anastasiia Sereda has chosen an interesting and unusual topic which is 
unfortunately neglected in Czech academic work. Anastasiia is clearly very 
enthusiastic about fanfiction and she used this passion when writing her bachelor 
thesis, which I appreciate. Moreover, I commend her ability to choose and use 
autoethnography as one of her research methods. Some scholars tend to 
underestimate and even question this method but when done correctly it can 
yield insights rather inaccessible through other methods. The fact she managed to
apply the method correctly shows she is an experienced researcher just as she is 
a skilled reader of fanfiction.

My role as an opponent requires me to be critical of the text. I therefore 
offer some comments which I address to the author in an effort to provide her 
with critical feedback. This being said, my remarks are not meant to lower the 
overall value of this work as they are mainly concerned with details.

Anastasiia´s description of the history of fanfiction is rather brief and the 
thesis would also benefit from a more accurate typology of the genre. Anastasiia 
does not mention the definitions of subgenres of slash fanfiction as femslash and 
canonical femslash. As an example of iconic femslash couples the author presents
Xena and Gabriella and Rizzoli & Isles but she omits the legends of queer reading 
Ripley in Aliens (and her “partner” Call in Alien Resurrection), Buffy and Willow 
(Buffy, the Vampire Slayer) and characters from the TV-show Glee etc. In this 
regard, I would also appreciate some mentions about fanspeak.

Anastasiia Sereda also uses Janice Radway's Reading the Romance which is 
surely a classic work of feminist reception studies but it is not possible to simply 
apply this work to fanfiction for Radway wrote the book almost 40 years ago and 
the research for it was done in US Midwest in a very traditional community. 
Radway never calls her communication partners fans, she calls them readers. I 
understand Anastasiia was inspired by Radway's research method and research 
design and her main research question is also very similar to that of Radway. 
However, Anastasiia overuses this source especially as a lot of quality research 
has been done and published abroad that deals with fanfiction fans (for example 
The Darker Side of Slash Fan Fiction: Essays on Power, Consent and the Body
by A. Spacey etc.). That research should have been used in Anastasiia´s 
theoretical framework. 



This also applies to some of the other chosen titles. Gender-based sexual 
violence in narratives can be found theorized for example in The Traditional 
Romance Formula by M. M. Lowery or in The Normalization of Violence in 
Heterosexual Romantic Relationships: Women's Narratives of Love and Violence 
by Julia T. Wood.

However, I like the concept of SHE very much as it proved useful and 
functional. The results of the bachelor thesis are really interesting and it would 
therefore be beneficial if the author did not plainly summarize them in several 
brief points. The discussion about them in the text is much more sophisticated 
and intricate so this facilitation seems to belittle them unnecessarily.

Finally, the author identifies the emotional support of fanfiction but fails to 
offer any critique of this concept and approach to the interpretation of data. Is 
everything really so trouble-free and easy? Or could we find some problems in the
consumption of fanfiction at least in some specific situations?

As I mentioned in the beginning, I consider this bachelor thesis very 
successful and inspiring. Anastasiia Sereda has proved herself an excellent 
researcher with great interpretation skills and social imagination. Her work 
exceeds the criteria for a standard bachelor thesis.

I recommend grade 1.

Iva Baslarová


