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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

 
Please provide your assessment of each of the following four categories, summary and 
suggested questions for the discussion. The minimum length of the report is 300 words. 
 
The master thesis assesses two policy reforms, 1995 and 2008, on fertility levels in the Czech 
Republic. It assumes that among others, the length of parental leave may determine the decision to 
have additional children and thus the overall fertility level should change. It uses a synthetic difference-
in-differences approach. Neither of the reforms were found to affect the fertility levels. Rather, the 
change in fertility levels occured approximately two years prior to the reform which suggests that the 
reforms responded to the willlingness of the people to have more children rather than they would 
motivate it.  
 
Contribution 
The methodology used is a novel approach in the area, although I am quite suspicous about the 
appropriateness of it for this purposes. However, the topic is very interesting and very important to be 
dealt with in view of population ageing and decreasing fertility levels in most developed countries. So 
the author undoubtedly contributes to the expert discussions in the field. 
 
 
Methods 
The author applies a difference-in-differences methodology using a synthetic control group. A 
synthetic control group is constructed such that a pool of even very different observations to the 
treatment group are weighted so that the resulting unit is more similar to the treatment group. I am 
quite suspicious about this approach and it is not very clear to me what the meaning of the final unit is. 
The more so that the original pool of countries is institutionally vey different from the Czech Republic 
which is under treatment. Furthermore, the results suggest that the model is very sensitive to outliers.  
Specifically, when Luxembourg is excluded from the model, the model is distorted – the importance of 
GDP decreases from 92 % to 0.1 % while the importance of secondary education increases from 7 % 
to 99 %. What is the explanatory power of the model then? 
 
I appreciate several placebo tests. The discussion of the drawbacks of the methodology in the 
concluding section should however be extended. 
 
A correlation matrix is missing, nor are there any model tests present. In particular, I am suspicious 
about using the GDP and unemployment in one regression model.  
 
Literature 
The literature review section provides a nice description of the problem. However, the set-up of the 
Czech environment is not sufficiently explained on pages 9-10. Thevenon (2011) and Sobotka (2013) 
are used as primary citations. The text would benefit from a richer discussion of other related work. 
Citations are sometimes wrong, e.g. Thevenon on pages 16 and 17. 
 
 
Manuscript form 
 
The text flows well, but sentences are sometimes too complicated and incomprehensible. Academic 
English should be polished. Unnecessary fillers are used. References to the “text above” are used 
which makes the text hard to read. Typos are present too, e.g. page 17 “he” instead of “the”. 
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Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
 
The thesis is a good attempt for an independent scholarly work. Despite the number of drawbacks it 
still deserves to be defended with grade C. The author should however, appropriately explain and 
discuss the problems proposed below.  
 
Points for discussion during the defense: 
 

1. I am suspicious about the synthetic control which uses a set of countries that are weighted to 
form a control group. What is the meaning of the final control? What is the meaning of 
individual weights? Does it mean that the countries with weight 0 may be excluded from the 
pool of donor countries? How can institutionally different countries be put together?  
 

2. What is the final number of observationis used in the regression model? Do you think it is 
sufficient for a regression model? Are there any threats posed by a low number of 
observations in the regression model? Discuss them in the context of your work. 

 
 

3. Reforms of 1995 and 2008 are assessed. The reform of 1995 incresed the length of parental 
leave to 4 years with a fixed amount of monthly payment. A reform of 2008 is used to explore 
an effect of a shortened parental leave. However, in 2008 the parents were offered a choice 
as to the length of the parental leave between 2-4 years. Thus if there is a prereference, the 
people can choose a longer leave as well, similar to the 1995 post-reform period. I assume 
that it may distort the results significantly. Discuss this problem during the defense.  

 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 21 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 20 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 18 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 18 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 77 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) C 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


