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Curriculum Vitae  
  

Personal information  

Surname, First name Mgr. MACHALA Branislav  

Address 10/H, Medena Street, 81102  
Bratislava, Slovakia 

Telephone  SK: 00421 904 738 188 

E-mail branislav.machala@gmail.com   

Twitter @brano_machala 

Affiliation Centre for Urban and Regional Studies 
Faculty of Science, Charles University 

Nationality Slovak  

Date of birth September 1985 
  

Education   

October 2011 – Present PhD candidate, STARS PhD program & scholarship: Supporting Talented Research Students  

 Social Geography and Regional Development 

 Faculty of Science, Charles University, Albertov 6, 12843, Prague, Czechia 

September 2008 – August 2010 Master degree: Mgr. (Equivalent to M.Sc. Master of Science) 

 Regional Geography, Regional Development and European Integration 

 Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University, Mlynska dolina, 84215, Bratislava, Slovakia 

 Total number of credit points: 152; GPA: 1,26        

September 2005 – August 2008 Bachelor degree: Bc. (Equivalent to B.Sc. Bachelor of Science) 

 Regional Geography, Regional Development and European Integration 

 Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University, Mlynska dolina, 84215, Bratislava, Slovakia 
  

Internships & training  

06 August – 17 August 2018 LSE-PKU Summer School: The Political Economy of Urbanisation in China and Asia:  
Globalisation and Uneven Development  

 The London School of Economics and Political Science at Peking University, Beijing, China 

21 July – 3 August 2018 Research visit  

 Department of Geography, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, USA 

01 August – 30 November 2017  
and 01 April –  31 July 2015 

PhD Exchange Program 
Scholarship founded by Herman and Else Schnabel Foundation 

 Department of Human Geography, University of Hamburg, Germany 

05 July – 12 July 2014 AESOP PhD workshop, Association of European Schools of Planning 

 Delft University of Technology and Utrecht University, Holland  

10 September – 15 September 2012 European Summer School in Local Government 

 Institute of Political Science, University of Münster, Germany 

15 February 2009 – 03 July 2009 LLP Erasmus 

 Department of Social Geography and Regional Development, Charles University, Czechia 
  

Research projects  

NSSF New Socio-Spatial Formations: segregation in the context of post-communist transformations and 
globalization; research focus on production of gated communities in Prague; Czech Science 
Foundation (2011-2013) 

WARE Waterfront Regeneration: learning from European best practices for a sustainable urban life; 
principal investigator, case study – Bratislava’s waterfront, Grundtvig (2011-2013) 

POLYCE Metropolisation and Polycentric Development in Central Europe: evidence based strategic options; 
research focus on polycentric development in planning documents of investigated cities, ESPON 
(2010-2012) 
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Conferences  

2018 The Role of Real Estate Developers in Urban Development: an interdisciplinary inquiry into  
the political economy of cities around the world, University Lausanne, Switzerland 

2018 Royal Geographical Society – RGS-IGB annual conference, Cardiff University, United Kingdom 

2018 Slovak & Czech Geographical Society – unified congress, Comenius University, Slovakia 

2017 Regional Studies Association – RSA annual conference, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland  

2015 & 2013 EUGEO Congress: 2015 – Budapest, Hungary; 2013 – Rome, Italy 

2015 Cities After Transition Conference, Charles University, Czechia 
  

Lecturing & field trips  

Course Contemporary Urban Transformations; Summer semester 2017 

 Prof. RNDr. Ludek Sykora PhD.; Teaching Assistant Mgr. Branislav Machala 

Field Trips Organisation of field trips for Czech & American students to Prague’s waterfront; and for Austrian 
students & students of 4Cities master program in urban studies to Bratislava’s waterfront 

  

Work experience  

July 2019 – Present Senior Research Associate 

 HafenCity University Hamburg, Germany 

 The interdisciplinary research group “Constructing Innovations” 

March 2014 – March 2015 Project Development Consultant – the Danube Found 

 Central European Foundation, Sasinkova 12, 81108, Bratislava, Slovakia 

 Non-Governmental Organization  

July 2003 – September 2011 Production Assistant – teleprompter operator 

 Markiza Slovakia, 1/A Bratislavska Street, 84356, Bratislava, Slovakia 

 Media environment – television 
  

Personal skills & abilities  

Native language Slovak & Czech 

Other languages   Understanding Speaking Writing 

European level (*)  Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production  

English  C1 Proficient user C1 Proficient user C1 Proficient user C1 Proficient user C1 Proficient user 

German  B2 Independent user B2 Independent user B2 Independent user B2 Independent user B2 Independent user 

 (*) Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 

Social skills and abilities - ability to quickly adapt to an international environment 
- strong verbal, rhetorical and presentation skills 

Organisational skills and abilities - organization of lectures, seminars, conferences and field trips 
- experience with writing grants and project proposals 

Computer skills and abilities ECDL Certificate (European Computer Driving Licence); MS Office; MapInfo Professional 
  

Additional information  

2014 Special Price 4th from 59 proposals; International urban design ideas competition: Trencin city on 
the river; co-author of the proposal 

  

Annexes  

1 Doctoral thesis: Logics transforming the urban waterfront in Bratislava  unravelling the decision-
making dynamics behind urban development 
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List of Publications  

  

2019* Machala, B. (2019*): Growth logics of iconic waterfronts: developer-led redevelopment in 
globalizing Bratislava, In: Boanada-Fuchs A., Boanada Fuchs V. & J. Henneberry 
(proposal) (Eds.) The Geography of Profits and Politics: The Role(s) of Developers in Urban 
Development and the Implications for Urban Theory, Real Estate Issues Series, Wiley-
Blackwell, London, book chapter submitted. 

  

2019 
 

Machala, B. Koelemaij, J. (2019): Reshaping post-socialist urban futures into dual city 
realities: a comparative analysis of decision-making dynamics behind large-scale projects 
on urban waterfronts in Belgrade and Bratislava. In Urban Planning 4 (4). 

  

2019* Machala, B. (2019*): Fragmented urban rescaling: planning future paths of the urban port 
in Bratislava through soft-institutional transformations, working paper 

  

2019* Machala, B. (2019*): Transforming landscapes under postsocialism: the logics of decision-
making driving reproduction of the urban waterfront in Bratislava, In Golubchikov O., 
Huggins R. (proposal) (Eds.) Extraverted urbanism: the landscapes of competitiveness, 
entrepreneurialism and beyond, Palgrave, accepted paper abstract, book proposal 
submission by the end of 2019 

  

2016 Machala, B. (2016): Riziká obrazov a diskurzívnych asymetrii v mestskom rozvoji 
Bratislavy, /Risks of images and discursive asymmetries in urban development of 
Bratislava/ Projekt (2) 28-31.  

  

2015 Brabec, T., Machala, B. (2015): The role of developers in formation of gated communities 
in Czechia,  Acta Universitatis Carolinae Geographica, 50 (2) 115-123. 

  

2014 Machala, B. (2014): Uneven struggle for bluefields: waterfront transformation in post-
socialist Bratislava; Hungarian Geographical Bulletin 63 (3) 1–17. 

  

2013 Giffinger, R. a kol. (2013) POLYCE: Metropolisation and Polycentric Development in 
Central Europe. Werkstattbericht Nr. 134. Vienna, ESPON & Vienna University of 
Technology, 147 p. 

  

2012 Machala, B. (2012) Book review: A.Balducci, V. Fedeli & G.Pasqui, Strategic Planning for 
contemporary Urban Regions. City of Cities: A Project for Milan.  European Spatial 
Research and Policy. 19(2):133-135. 
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Paper Abstracts 2019  

  

1 
 

Machala, B. Koelemaij, J. (2019): Reshaping post-socialist urban futures into dual city 
realities: a comparative analysis of decision-making dynamics behind large-scale projects 
on urban waterfronts in Belgrade and Bratislava. In Urban Planning 4 (4). 

  

2 Machala, B. (2019): Fragmented urban rescaling: planning future paths of the urban port in 
Bratislava through soft-institutional transformations (working paper) 

  

3 Machala, B. (2019): Transforming landscapes under postsocialism: the logics of decision-
making driving reproduction of the urban waterfront in Bratislava, In Golubchikov O., 
Huggins R. (proposal) (Eds.) Extraverted urbanism: the landscapes of competitiveness, 
entrepreneurialism and beyond, Palgrave, accepted paper abstract, book proposal 
submission by the end of 2019 

  

1 
Reshaping post-socialist urban futures into dual city realities: a comparative analysis of decision-making 

dynamics behind large-scale projects on urban waterfronts in Belgrade and Bratislava 
 

Branislav Machala, Charles University 

Jorn Koelemaij, Ghent University 

 

This paper discusses the implementation of two large-scale urban waterfront projects that are currently under construction in 

the Central and Eastern European (CEE) capital cities of Belgrade and Bratislava. Against the backdrop of post-socialist 

urban studies (Wiest 2013) and recent reflections on urban or ‘world-city’ entrepreneurialism (Golubchikov 2010; Lauermann, 

2018), we reveal how both elite-serving projects are being shaped according to their very own structure and agency relations. 

Our comparative analysis unravels the power-geometry of the decision-making processes that reshape urban planning 

regulations of both transforming waterfronts. The path dependent character of ‘multiple transformations’ (Sykora & 

Bouzarovski 2012) in the CEE region can, even after three decades, still be traced within the institutional environments, which 

have been adapting to new territorial centres of power and ‘spaces of engagement’ (Cox 1998). Yet, at the same time, the 

dynamic globalization of this part of the world intensifies its further attractiveness for transnational private investors. As a 

consequence, public urban planning institutions are lagging behind private investors’ interests, which reshapes the 

temporarily-fixed flows of capital (Harvey 1982; Jessop 2004) on local waterfronts into landscapes of profits, politics and 

power. We argue that suchlike large urban developments, focused on promoting urban growth, accelerate the dual character 

of these cities. Thus, while the differences between both investigated case studies are being highlighted, we simultaneously 

illustrate how national and local states respectively paved the way for private investors, and how this corresponds to similar 

overarching structural conditions as well as outcomes. 

Keywords: waterfront redevelopment, megaprojects, post-socialism; spatio-temporal fix; state-rescaling, star-architecture, 

Belgrade; Bratislava 
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2 

Fragmented state re-scaling: planning future paths of the urban port in Bratislava through  

soft-institutional transformations 
 

MACHALA Branislav 

 

This paper unravels a multilevel institutional capacity to form a shared strategic vision for an abandoned urban port in 

Bratislava. It explores the territorial logics of power through the decision-making process of all scales of government in 

planning future trajectories of the urban port. The changing geography of urban waterfronts is here framed within uneven 

historical power-relations of political-economic origin. The role of territorially bounded state is central as the imperative of 

urban growth and entrepreneurial mode of governance have been in the recent phase of waterfront transformations widely 

used as the key justification for a state re-scaling in an inter-urban hierarchy of a world-system. This changing nature of urban 

politics and territorial governance is here confronted with a fundamental post-1989 institutional repositioning towards new 

territorial centres of power and spaces of engagement. This geo-political shift accompanied by the neoliberal shock therapy 

applied in the Central and Eastern Europe paralyzed the role of state in territorial planning and development, as well as 

diminished its attractiveness for circulating skilled labour. Thus, the paper traces remaining legacies of the post-socialist 

transition within territorial planning of formal institutions, and their role in capital accumulation temporarily-fixed on the urban 

waterfront in the Slovak capital. The findings argue for an existence of a ‘relational rift’ between strategic planning and land-

use regulations. The rift is magnified through discrepancies in strategic agendas and prioritization of individual institutions on 

various scales of government, which contributes to overall ‘soft-institutional transformations’. These are characteristic of 

behavioural aspects of decision-makers adapting to new roles and conditions in territorial planning and development. Such 

nature of institutional environment contributes to fragmentation of the urban environment through an inconsistent strategy 

planning and maximalization of potential ground rent in urban development. 

 

KEYWORDS: waterfront transformations; scale; state re-scaling; urban entrepreneurialism; postsocialism; Bratislava 
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3 

Transforming landscapes under postsocialism: the logics of decision-making driving reproduction of  

the urban waterfront in Bratislava 

 
MACHALA Branislav 

 

This paper addresses the globalizing geography of the urban waterfront in Bratislava. It aims to unravel the key logics driving 

the decision-making process of waterfront transformations in the Slovak capital. Transforming waterfronts became the urban 

response to the inner-city decline and increasing inter-urban competitiveness in today’s neoliberal capitalism. Various types 

of ‘extraverted’ strategies such as the Ecosystem approach (Laidley 2007), production of new megaprojects & organisation of 

megaevents (Orueta, Fainstein 2009), or localization of transnational circulations of stararchitects (Alaily-Mattar et.al. 2018), 

promoted urban growth and promised to deliver a new panacea for local urban futures. Rescaling of cities within the world 

cities system, also known as world city entrepreneurialism (Golubchikov 2010), transformed the nature of planning and policies 

into strategic entrepreneurial tools of the Competitive city (Kipfer, Keil 2002). Yet, academic debates on modes of urban 

governance and strategic visions of urban development under postsocialism underpinned the ad-hoc and fuzzy nature welling 

from the dynamics and complexity of their multiple transformations (Sykora, Bouzarovski 2012). Postsocialism is in this paper 

limited to the path dependent character of ongoing ‘soft-institutional’ transformations’ evolved from an adaptation of formal 

institutions to new ‘spaces of engagement’ (Cox 1998) and new roles in territorial planning and urban development. The ad-

hoc and fuzzy modalities of governance raise the question what logics drive decision-makers of urban development and how 

are decisions taken. Tracing the logics that drive today’s decision-making process, the paper uncovers the nature of waterfront 

transformations that reshape this glocal frontier (Brenner 2003, Swyngedouw 2004) of capital fixities. The origins of waterfront 

transformations are here framed as an urban manifestation of geographically unevenly materialized flows of capital. The 

capital switch into the build-up environment (Harvey 1978, 2005) is here temporarily fixed through decisions made on multiple 

scales (Brenner 2001). The urban waterfront in Bratislava is reshaped by dominant forces of rent-seeking real-estate 

developers into a new iconic landscape (Sklair 2006) of large urban developments. The paper unravels the political economic 

logics reshaping future pathways of the Pribinova locality and uncovers the current stage of power relations, legitimacy, and 

transparency in the urban planning of Bratislava. It is here argued that the relational rift between strategic planning and land-

use regulations contributes to an increasing role of the value extraction of land rent by key actors of urban development. The 

paper suggests that the current path of the waterfront transformations in Bratislava is driven by speculative value extraction 

of land rent. 

 

Keywords: urban entrepreneurialism; postsocialism; spatio-temporal fix; scalar fix; waterfront transformations; decision-

making; Bratislava 


