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Nikola Veselska’s work offers a relevant discussion of the problem of subsidiary protection 

status as related to Muslim asylum seekers in Czechia. Regardless of small and heterogeneous 

sample, Veselska gained some important insights into this problem from the perspective of the 

affected people themselves. However, there are several problems with the work, mostly related 

to form, style, and language of the thesis, as well as to methodology of the work. 

In the theoretical part of the thesis, Veselska presents some relevant theories that will frame her 

discussion in the analytical part, although these theories are presented in a rigid and fragmentary 

way, without much critical discussion and/or added value from the side of the student (especially 

in regard to the main theoretical concepts offered by Berry and Tollarova, and also in relation to 

the following concepts: multiculturalism, civic vs ethnic state, societal culture vs nation-building, 

individual vs collective rights). Sometimes, the problem is also lack of clarity. Moreover, the 

student should also better relate the theory part to her research aims (i.e., explain better why 

particular theoretical aspects are relevant for her work). This could be done for example in the 

summary of the theoretical part of the thesis, which is missing. In relation to student’s thesis 

statement, the relation between the “perception” part (“How do Muslims with S.P. perceive their 

own integration?”), and the “needs” part of it (“What are specific needs of Muslims with S.P.?”) 

should be clarified (p. 17). Furthermore, methodology part should then be more clearly linked to 

the research question (i.e., the student should explain why particular methodology is considered 

most appropriate to address her research question). More importantly, some sections of 

methodology part are unclear or missing. In particular, the student should explain how she got an 

access to the contacts of her informants. It is also not clear, how and why the student used the 

Concept of Integration of the Foreigners as a basis for her interview questions. Furthermore, the 

student should engage more with the ethics of her research, and also discuss her own 

positionality in that regard (i.e., how her own social and cultural position might affect her 

research, and her findings).  

In the main body of the thesis, the student is lacking some fundamental formal requirements of 

academic writing. For example, the chapter itself is not introduced properly, and the outline of all 

included subsections is also missing from it. Smaller sections and quotes from her informants 

also often lack proper introduction or proper contextualization. Moreover, quotes often either 

lack interpretation, or the interpretation is sometimes insufficient or unclear (for instance, pages 

22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 33, 34). Commentaries between quotes are often only minimal, and do not 

always capture all of the ethnographic complexities. Moreover, many of the quotes are quite 

unclear, which might be the problem of translations. However, if the problem is a lack of clarity 

and/or language skills on the side of the interlocutors themselves, then the role of the researcher 

is to clarify and contextualize the quotes better in the written product. 



In relation to students’ research goals, Veselska examines most of the aspects of Berry’s and 

Tollarova’s theoretical framework to some extent in the main analysis part of the work, and 

provides satisfactory interpretations of her findings in the conclusion, regardless the 

methodological limitations of a small research sample. However, among the recommended 

improvements in the conclusion, as related to the integration of Muslim asylum seekers in 

Czechia, is also a call for more governmental efforts toward de-stigmatization of Muslim 

populations in the public discourse, but the student should also provide some analysis in her 

work of the actual and existing (or non-existing) governmental policies and practices in that 

regard. In that way, it would be clearer what exactly is missing and what exactly should be done 

in relation to this very serious social and political problem that is also central for the student’s 

research topic. Finally, I also need to mention occasional problems with language and grammar, 

which additionally reduce the quality of the work. 

Recommended grade: 3 


