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Evaluation
Major criteria:
- author clearly formulates his hypoteses/research questions;
- author puts his research into a clearly chosen theoretical/conceptual
framework which he consistently applies in the empirical/analytical part;
- the author is not only concerned with descriptive statistics, but uses the
standardized QN method of inference statistics, which must be positively
acknowledged; on the other hand, although the author incorporated the QL case
study into his research, he should have proceeded in a somewhat more
appropriate way, especially if the hypotheses have been relatively weakly
validated by the QN method; it was possible to use the QL method of the most
likely case: if the hypothesis is not confirmed, the whole theory is significantly
contested (e.g. VNSA Bambara self-defense group The Dozo and/or VNSA Dogon
self-defense group Dan Na Ambassagou quite reliably meet the author's LSDM
criteria, see p. 19; it is more than likely that if the author had examined the above
two organizations, the hypothesis would have been refuted).
Minor criteria:
- sufficient/appropriate literature and satisfactory source base;
- paper meets the formal requirements and style of a diploma thesis.
Overall evaluation:
I do not want to assess the paper negatively only because the hypothesis was
not unequivocally validated, as is often the case. On the contrary, I emphasize
the high level of the whole research and especially the author's “courage” and
invention in formulating hypotheses and identifying gaps in knowledge about
VNSAs. All this shows the author's interest and commitment for the issue,
which I can testify from personal experience.
The paper would deserve further elaboration and refinement, and then its
publication could be considered.
The paper meets the requirements of a diploma thesis. I recommend it for
defense.
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