Abstract

The thesis attempts at investigating a state-driven radicalization process as it is
incited by an ideological system and utilized in the context of hybrid warfare.
Contemporary Russia is taken as a concrete case study, with the research questions
focused on: 1) presenting the Russian World as an ideological system consistent of
varying individual claims and tenets; ii) analysing the radicalization potential of said
claims and tenets; and iii) tracing the process of radicalization by presenting a plausible
causal mechanism based on the respective concepts and theories employed. The
findings indicate a certain evolution of the Russian World ideology, while the practice
of hybrid warfare is argued to serve the ideology as its actualizing component if the
context is considered. Conclusively, it is also identified that the claims and tenets of
Russian World are challenged ever more often, raising concerns with regards to the
ideology’s sustainable future, and in turn, the likelihood of social and political
turbulence in Russia itself or a repetition of a radicalization instance comparable in its
scale to that of Crimean Annexation in 2014.
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