
Abstract  

This Master’s thesis will focus on the newest trends in the field of United Nations (UN) 

peacekeeping operations that are moving the organization to unknown territory by deploying in 

theatres where missions are faced with asymmetric threats. In this regard, the United Nations 

Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), constituted as a 

groundbreaking and innovative peacekeeping operation, is spearheading a realignment in 

peacekeeping that can potentially shape future operations to come, as mandates increasingly 

reflect roles in areas such as counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism. The core objective of 

this study will be to analyze why MINUSMA is being forced to go green while studying how 

it is doing so, reflecting on past experiences from other operations such as the International 

Stabilization Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan and the Multi-National Force in Iraq 

(MNF-I), that have guided changes in MINUSMA’s doctrines and capabilities.  
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