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Evaluation 

Major criteria: 

The evaluated thesis aims for a very ambitious goal of assessing the relevance of 
balance of power theory in contemporary Middle East. Such ambition could be tricky, 
but the author chose a logical and fitting research design, which enables him to come 
with interesting and relevant conclusions.  While the thesis is in general a solid 
academic work, there are two main issues that I would like to highlight in particular:  

First, the number of different literatures that the author had to cover. Besides the 
structural realist theory, the thesis engages also IR literature on the international 
politics of the Middle East and empirical context of each of the three cases. In general, 
more references could be definitely added to any of the main areas and especially the 
parts dealing with the IR theory could use more recent works, which focus on 
reformulation of some of Waltz’s core claims. Nevertheless, the breadth of reviewed 
literature is remarkable and enables the author to come up with interesting and 
relevant findings. 

Second, the thesis makes an unusually good job in connecting the theoretical debate 
with operationalization of the key concepts and their use in the case studies. The 
conceptual framework is coherent and provides the author with a good point of 
departure for the well-structured analysis of the case studies and highly interesting 
theoretical and empirical discussion in the fifth chapter that directly engages some 
core propositions of the balance of power theory. Though I slightly disagree with 
some of the author’s empirical observations and his reading of Iranian foreign policy 
behaviour, he backs most of his claims with appropriate references to secondary 
literature. 

Minor criteria: 

While the need for more sources in some parts of the thesis was already mentioned, 
my only other reservation in this section concerns occasional typos. These are 
noticeable but remain at a tolerable level.  

Overall evaluation: 

The reviewed thesis is an original and well-written academic work that 
definitely meets and the required standards for the diploma theses. Some of 
its parts, especially the discussion of its findings and their theoretical 
relevance for the field of IR in the fifth chapter, are even exceptional. The 
main (minor) shortcomings concern lack of more recent literature and some 
questionable empirical claims.  
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