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Mr. Burleson‘s MA thesis focuses on the function of paranoia found in Thomas Pynchon's 

Gravity's Rainbow. No longer confined to the medical community, Mr. Burleson argues, after 

entering popular usage there is no consensus as to how this term is defined: It now possesses a 

sort of freedom that Pynchon routinely exploits. According to Mr. Burleson, paranoia resists 

isolation in Pynchon’s text. The specific approach to understanding its function, he argues, is 

dependent on three parts. First, the reader must identify the countless forms of paranoia 

spread throughout Gravity's Rainbow. Next, one must understand why a specific example 

from the novel represents a form of paranoia in Pynchon's fictional world. Finally, the reader 

must recognize why an isolated form of paranoia is present and what Pynchon hopes to 

achieve through its presentation. Chapter 1 of the thesis provides an introduction; Chapter 2 

provides an overview of perspectives on paranoia, in Pynchon and elsewhere; Chapter 3 

examines liminality and fragmentation; Chapter 4, disassembly; and Chapter 5, a conclusion. 

 

Mr. Burleson has done an exceptionally, even exemplarily, energetic and comprehensive 

study on a core topic in a core work in Pynchon’s corpus. His combination of insightful (and, 

in my judgment, sensitive and accurate) personal criticism with the complementary (and in 

general supportive) analysis of major and authoritative critics, has produced a balanced and 

useful commentary on his thesis topic. 

 

I was particularly impressed by Chapter 3: Liminality, Fragmentation, and Tyrone Slothrop's 

"Exit." While each of the sections of the thesis were of a high quality, I regarded this one as 

approaching particulary closely to the heart and spirit of Pynchon’s deployment of paranoia 

and its avatars.  This is not to denigrate any of the other chapters; it is simply to indicate a 

person preference among equals.   

 

Not surprisingly, then, I have no major disagreements either with Mr. Burleson’s sources or 

with his critical approach.  Both writer and supervisor are to be heartily congratulated for the 

production of an M.A. thesis of this depth and quality. 

 

I have, in short, no significant reservations regarding, nor negative criticisms of, Mr. 

Burleson’s product.  All in all, Mr. Burleson has fashioned a well-researched, sensitive, 

intelligent, nuanced, and valuable M.A. undertaking.  Because of its impressive quality, and 

because of the exceptional grasp of the scope and depth of the subject matter which it reveals, 

I believe that Mr. Burleson’s thesis merits an evaluation of  “1, vyborne.” 

 

Thesis evaluation: “1, vyborne.” 
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If the reader has any questions or needs additional information, please contact me at 

David.Robbins@ff.cuni.cz. 

 

 


