
If we survey the development of political thought in Islam we would come to know
that Muslim scholars. during the past hundred years. have developed new theories in the tield
of Islamic political thought in an unprecedented manner. Yet some of them have not been
successful in developing theories fit for running the affairs of their societies. The Iranian
Islamic Revolution of 1979 resulted in the replacement of the monarchy by the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The inspiration for the new government came from Great Ayatollah Seyyed
Ruhollah Musavi Khomeini. who first began formulating his concept of an Islamic
government in the early 1970s. while in exile in the Shi 'a Islam learning and pilgrimage
center ofNajaf in Iraq.
Thus, it is necessary to delve into his ideas and examine his political thought for
various reasons: I. Imam Khomeini's thought laid the foundation of a great movement i.e ..
the Islamic Revolution in Iran: with the culmination of the Islamic Revolution in Iran the
oppressed peoples of the world, in general. and the Iranians. in particular. have been eagerly
\Vaiting to reap the fruits of the movement. hence, it should be studied thoroughly; 3
moreover. in order to keep the record of such a movement in the history, it is necessary to
work out the ideas of a 1'vfujtahid who. in the light of the Islamic teachings, could initiate a
movement which led to the establishment of an Islamic system and he himself shouldered the
leadership of the state.
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