
ABSTRACT 

 

 This diploma thesis examines the use of the law as an instrument for the governance of 

the education system in the Czech Republic. It evaluates the impact some selected changes in 

legislation had on the education system during the period between 1990 and 2010. The topic of 

this paper is the law used as an instrument for implementing education policies in the Czech 

Republic, as well as monitoring of and evaluating objectives and reality. A section in the 

theoretical part is dedicated to defining and explaining the basic terms the author works with 

and uses throughout the text. The paper briefly analyses the development of changes within the 

school system in the course of the first twenty years that followed after the November overthrow 

in 1989. Key attempts to make changes in education and child-rearing are described, and the 

amendments to the Education Act or, if applicable, other legislation that impacted on the school 

system and education are examined. 

Not only does this paper summarize the key legislative reforms within the education 

process in the Czech Republic between 1990 and 2010, it also examines the education system 

from the curriculum documents' point of view – Primary School, General School and National 

School, the Framework Education Programme – as well as the school governance systems and 

funding thereof. This paper focuses on both primary and secondary school systems; however, 

the main emphasis is placed predominantly on primary schools. Primary schools are the main 

topic in the practical part, which consists of semi-structured interviews conducted with ten 

school headteachers. Since this paper mainly focuses around three basic issues – legislation and 

curricula, school governance and the funding of the regional school system – the semi-

structured interviews facilitated obtaining information from replies to accurately defined basic 

questions, while simultaneously giving the interviewees plenty of space to talk about their work 

experiences. Each interview thus had an original content and brought up new findings and other 

observations. This research has been limited to the Prague 5 district. The results in the practical 

part of this paper can therefore show which trends are there, and the conclusions could form a 

basis for further processing. The headteachers were in agreement when they discussed the 

funding of the regional school system and the concept of the headteacher's role. They did not 

see any problems when it comes to the scope of their powers. Not receiving any support is a 

problem for them as they alone have to do everything. The funding of the regional school system 

is organised well in principle; however, the changes that are being drafted – the so-called limit 



norms – pose a problem. The headteachers discussed the Framework Education Programmes in 

more detail. They most often mentioned the benefits brought to their own teaching practice 

when they design school education programmes. They also talked about the problem of 

incongruity of individual teaching plans between primary schools, which is then mostly felt 

when pupils transfer from one school to another. Other problems discussed included the 

overload of covered topics, the preferential treatment of quantity before quality and complexity 

of the paperwork. 
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