
Abstract  
This diploma thesis examined human trafficking in Latin America focusing on child trafficking in 

chosen countries and showed the importance of prevention. One major key point is to develop more 

strategies helping youngsters avoid being trapped in human trafficking. Major role is played by 

parents and teachers who are in daily contact with young people and can help them to develop their 

critical thinking. Method used in our research include case study approach, more precisely 

instrumental case study. Using this method, we try to illustrate the phenomena occurring in selected 

Latin American countries, namely the problem of child soldiers in Colombia, the criadazgo system 

in Paraguay, Brazil Baby Affair and the problem of illegal adoptions in Brazil, and last but not 

least, the issue of child sexual exploitation in Venezuela. Since these countries have different 

experiences and also their will to deal with the issue is distinct, it is not possible to compare their 

approaches to the problem. Therefore, based on our observations, we have created common factors 

that may contribute to increasing human trafficking in the region, as well as focusing on the 

characteristics of society that lead to the primary use of children and women as the main victims 

of this criminal activity. The aim of the thesis is to point out that in many cases these forms of 

trafficking are intertwined and, if there is one form of trafficking present in society, it may also 

lead to the use of another type of trafficking in persons over time or even at the same time. Our 

main focus is to show why children are one of the most vulnerable groups. In addition, we try to 

find out what phenomena in the society support this illicit activity and create space for its increase.  

 


