
Annotation 

The thesis deals with the topic of operating space for civil society organizations in the 

Republic of Moldova during the period from March 2017 to February 2019. The main aim 

of the thesis was to determine whether the case of Moldova corresponded to the concept of 

shrinking space for civil society defined by Saskia Brechenmacher in her paper Civil 

Society under Assault in 2017. Shrinking or closing space, which occurs more and more 

frequently in different countries throughout the world, can be defined on the basis of three 

main areas: tactics, impact and international reaction. The operational space for the civil 

sector in the Republic of Moldova differed from Brechenmacher’s concept partially in the 

areas of tactics and international reaction and more significantly in the area of impact due 

to fact that that the restrictive legislation remained in the phase of a bill. As 

Brechenmacher’s concept does not cover all aspects of operating space in Moldova, a 

supplementary chapter has been added. The main difference from Brechenmacher’s 

concept was the aspect of “simulated collaboration”. State officials pretended that the civil 

society was involved in the decision-making process, but in fact they ignored its views. 


