
Annotation 

 

This diploma thesis is attentive to very low numbers of girls, studying at technically oriented 

secondary industrial schools. It examines the factors, which lead to the reasons why girls are 

not motivated to study at the schools of this kind, as well as factors which cause that they do 

enter these schools, such as their interest in studying technologies, their motivation in the form 

of their future professional application or the existence of patterns in the form of people who 

they imitate.  

In the theoretical part, which examines the causes of the absence of female students, the work 

criticises the claim that boys are more talented for studying technical disciplines, while girls 

excel in humanities. It points to ways of keeping gender stereotyped thinking, for example, a 

strongly rooted opinion, that little girls should be led to take care of children and other persons, 

housework, and professions which are an extension of their domestic roles into the public 

sphere. After this work identifies the risks and impacts of the absence of girls in technical fields, 

there are mentioned some procedures that should be introduced in the education of children in 

elementary schools, so that the children may not have to decide on their future field of study 

based on generally accepted gender stereotypes. 

Based on semi-structured interviews with the students, the girls´ incentives to choose 

technically oriented secondary schools in the 1980s (as at that time, roughly a third of all 

students there were girls) will be compared with the reasons why girls enter these schools 

nowadays. The thesis will also scrutinize whether the girls, who studied at technical schools at 

the last stage of state socialism, were influenced by the so-called “emancipation from above”, 

then proclaimed by the communist governments, and whether this was the reason why they 

more often joined purely male collectives at schools, as well as at work. The emphasis will also 

be placed on the comparison of the availability of application of girls and women in technical 

professions at that time and nowadays. 

Finally, this diploma thesis aims to show the girls that their same-age girl peers, who studied or 

are currently studying at technical secondary schools are doing well here, and so it aims to 

motivate them to enter this type of secondary schools.  
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