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Comments of the referee on the thesis highlights and shortcomings (following the five 

numbered aspects of your assessment indicated below). 

 

1) Theoretical background: Scientific literature related to the issue of Ejiao is rather limited, 

particularly if one would look at the current rise of China as a global economic power and also 

growing purchasing power of Chinese middle class households. Chinese economic interests in 

Africa are evident and very rarely sustainable in a long-term period. Despite of this, many Africans 

see economic benefits and rapid development of infrastructure, shopping malls or agriculture, 

however, very often they are forgetting that the cost for that is their cultural and natural heritage. 

Anyway, the relevance of this topic goes beyond Africa-China relationships, regardless of their 

current importance (urban-rural continuum, rich vs poor clash etc. within one country situation). 

Good approach is to combine CBA with development theories. It is always challenging how to 

“feed” the CBA model, so “inviting on board” Amartya Sen’s capability approach and Raul 

Prebisch’s dependency theory give the author more justification and adequate room for discussion 

of her findings. 

 

2) Contribution: Getting inspiration from the title/focus of the thesis, I have to say that the author 

went really “Under the Skin” of current debate how far the people can go in economic development 

and/or personal desire without considering the limits of natural resources. From the scientific 

perspective, this contribution of the author is unique and contributes a lot do understanding of 

supply-demand environment of Ejiao. The only issue is that the author decided to run the survey in 

South Africa where the total population is rather minor compare to for example Sahel countries. On 

the other hand, such study should be seen as the pioneer initiative to contribute to understanding the 

relation between economic and environmental interests, in the light of Chinese domination in Africa 

nowadays. 

 

3) Methods: I do appreciate using different methods of data collection (household survey/personal 

interviews, group discussion. As I understood well from the text, group discussions were 

particularly consisted of males (male/female ratios were: 12/0, 1/5; 13/5 in total). Maybe in case 

more women would participate, or even better more equal gender distribution would be reached, 

more in-depth information could be obtained. Also secondary and primary data on respondents´ 

characteristics in study sites could be compared in one table, but again, it does not negatively 

influence the story. I was expecting regression models proposed in the text, but CBA is fully 

appropriate. 

 

4) Literature: As stated earlier, scientific databases (e.g. Web of Science) provide very few studies 

on Ejiao, and those already published are related neither to social nor to economic issues.  

 

5) Manuscript form: Thesis has been written in a very nice language, not lacking scientific terms 

and terminology. In the text, there are minimum typing errors or other mistakes only. Everything is 

very well formatted; all citations follow one citation norm. Tables and figures document and 

support the narrative part very well. Some pictures or maps would be nice to see as well. 

 



Box for the thesis supervisor only. Please characterize the progress in the working out of thesis (e.g., steady 

and gradual versus discontinuous and abrupt) and the level (intensity) of communication/cooperation with 

the author: 

… 

 

Suggested questions for the defence are:  

 

1) What is the population of donkeys in South Africa? Which countries in Sub-Saharan Africa 

may face similar issues related to Ejiao as farmers and households in SA? 

2) During the assessment of the role of donkeys in farm-household system (p. 41), did not you 

perceive that participants would personally ranked particular activities (water is needed, 

firewood is sensitive issue)? Did you consider using free listing of the activities that donkeys 

do? 

3) At p.53, various strategies of donkey replacement are mentioned. Surprisingly, 

mechanization is very frequently mentioned. Did you asked more on that issue? Considering 

certain level of economic development in comparison to Sahel countries where 

mechanization is still not the option for every farmer. Did you notice for example any 

difference in gender? 

 

I recommend the thesis for final defence.  

 

SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  

CATEGORY POINTS 
Theoretical background   (max. 20 points) 18 
Contribution                     (max. 20 points) 20 
Methods                            (max. 20 points) 20 
Literature                          (max. 20 points) 16 
Manuscript form               (max. 20 points) 18 
TOTAL POINTS            (max. 100 points) 92 

The proposed grade (A-B-C-D-E-F) A  
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Overall grading scheme at FSV UK: 

TOTAL POINTS GRADE Quality standard 

91 – 100 A = outstanding (high honour) 

81 – 90 B = superior (honour) 

71 – 80 C = good 

61 – 70 D = satisfactory  

51 – 60 E = low pass at a margin of failure 

0 – 50 F = failing. The thesis is not recommended for defence.  

 


