
The thesis examines the results of the international commission against impunity in Guatemala 

(CICIG), founded in 2006 by an agreement between the government of Guatemala and the UN. It 

represents a unique tool of UN, connecting in its mandate national and international elements, 

whose singular goal is a fight against contemporary national crimes, in contrast to a more 

classical model of UN, which focuses predominantly on international or past crimes. The thesis 

tries to answer whether the level of corruption and presence of organized crime in the state 

institutions was lowered during the mandate of CICIG, whether the level of impunity was 

lowered at the national courts and how big of a role could be attributed to CICIG. The analysis is 

diveded into two parts. In the first one, based on a few key indicators, the institutional situation in 

crime prosecution in Guatemala is evaluated before and after the mandate of CICIG. In the 

second one, with the use of a process-tracing method, the role of CICIG in 3 key cases is 

analysed, especially concerning the power of its influence in Guatemala. A short discussion about 

the good and bad characteristics of the CICIG model concludes the thesis. 

 


