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Abstract

The Nazi utopian ideal Volksgemeinschaft, both as a core concept in the Nazi ideology and a vocal 
point in German ideological history, attempting to build up the national community in the German 
particular way, has contributed as the key element to contrive people's consent both in achieving the 
Nazi power-seizure and in forming the dynamics in the Third Reich. The term itself involves, 
however, not only an exploration of shaping a national community of the German people united 
under denotations like Volk, Gemeinschaft, Volksgemeinschaft, but also redefined the boundaries 
and relations between the individuals within to this community. This paper aims to present the trials 
in the German ideological history in pursuing national unity through community building as a 
foreground, to put forth an explanation for Nazi reception in the interwar German circumstances: 
the Nazi interpretation of national community under Volksgemeinschaft, its similarities and 
divergencies from the former community concepts, the efficacy and power in winning public at its 
takeover and thirteen-year-long national practice. The analytical structure of the entire paper is 
tailored according to this research design, starting from national endeavor in the German ideological 
history, followed by extensive analysis of Weimar Germany as the immediate fuse to the appealing 
of Nazi ideology, and ends with the regime's operation in penetrating this ideology in both 
conceptual and practical way, as well as the dynamics it actually molded. The research suggests that 
the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft reflected the public needs and wishes for the national aspiration, and 
played an essential role in mobilizing public support through the national practice under this 
concept both in ideology and reality, where the relation between individual and community was 
rewritten.

Abstrakt

Nacistická utopická myšlenka Volksgemeinschaft, nejen klíčový pojem nacistické ideologie, ale také 
závažné téma německých dějin ideí, pokoušející se vybudovat národní společenství podle 
německého Sonderwegu, přispěla podstatně k většinovému souhlasu jak s převzetím moci nacisty 
tak i s vytvářením sociální dynamiky v třetí říši. Nicméně onen pojem sám o sobě nezahrnuje jen 
snahu o vytvoření německého národního společenství pod hesly jako Volk anebo Gemeinschaft, ale i 
nově vymezuje vztahy individua k společnosti.
Tato práce se v rámci německých dějin ideí snaží nalíčit úsilí o zřízení národní jednoty na základě 
společenského utváření; jejím konkrétním cílem je předložit vysvětlení pro přijetí nacismu v



průběhu meziválečných okolností: popsat nacistický výklad národního společenství pod pojmem 
Volksgemeinschaft, porovnat rozdíly či podobnosti se zřetelem k dřívějším konceptům a ukázat jeho 
účinnost a sílu při získání veřejnosti k převzetí vlády a během třináctileté nacistické vlády.
Struktura dané práce je přizpůsobena tomuto členění: začíná popisem národního úsilí v německých 
dějinách ideí. Následuje mu rozsáhlá analýza podílu Výmarské republiky na přitažlivosti nacistické 
ideologie. Poslední část je věnována režimním krokům prosazovat tuto ideologii koncepčním i 
praktickým způsobem a uplatnit vlastně sociální dynamiku, již sama formovala. Předkládaná práce 
dochází k závěru, že nacistická Volksgemeinschaft vyhověla požadavkům veřejnosti, uspokojila její 
národní touhu a sehrála důležitou roli v mobilizaci veřejné podpory jak v ideologii tak i ve 
skutečnosti, v jejichž důsledku byl vztah mezi individuem a společností přetvořen.
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Description of the Topic:

This thesis aims to present how the Nazi version of German nationalism shapes the ideal German 
community Volksgemeinschaft through redefining the individual-community relation in both 
ideologies and practices in the Third Reich. What ideological foregrounds (in the German 
ideological history regarding German national aspiration) and immediate stimulus (in the Weimar 
Republic) were there to explain the Nazi reception and the Nazi national practice.

Aim of Dissertation:

This research endeavors to provide a combined view in explaining the Nazi reception and the 
public participation in the Nazi national practice. Since on the one hand, the discussion of “German 
particularity” is strictly confined in discussing the actual history of Nazism as Sonderweg-, on the 
other, the crisis in the Weimar Republic was mostly analyzed in its objective fields, while how it 
affects rekindling the former national longing in continuity regarding German national aspiration, 
was more or less neglected. This paper strikes to bridge these two aspects together, and present the 
ideology-based drive under specific circumstances in Weimar, and offer another perspective of how 
the Nazi managed to seize power and run the Third Reich under the concept Volksgemeinschaft.

Research Questions:

How did Nazi managed to reap the backing of the populace under the banner of Volksgemeinschaft 
to come into power and to consolidate the regime? Is it only appearance under coercive measure 
and vested interest or was there also initiative consent (What is peoples's real perception towards 
the regime's ideology)? Was there some ideological foreground to explain its reception?

Proposed Theory and Methodology:

The thesis synthesizes with the conventional social theory of Marxism in explaining the Nazism 
phenomenon as the basic logic, while offers a combined analysis of German ideological origin, in 
seeking what emotions and nationalism thinkings were there under the Volk ideas in pre-history. 
Martin Broszat and Hans Mommsen's work inspired the archetype of the thesis construction 
methodologically, lending from their “complex calamity analysis” over the rise of Nazi, this thesis 
tries to analyze the Nazi reception in the “cumulative” way of ideology point of view.



Proposed Structure:

The thesis structure is divided into three parts: the ideological pre-history with focus on the 
exploration to realize national unity and prosperity; the actual history of general situations in 
political, economical, social fields in Weimar as the immediate fuse of Nazism; the last part 
examines how the NSDAP exploited these factors to penetrate the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft ideology 
and build it in real practice, as the German Sonderweg to realize national revival. With the ultimate 
goal to show how Volksgemeinschaft has its ground and why set off exactly in interwar Weimar. 
The angle of individual-community relation in the national drive was through all the sections to 
observe such national flow.
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Theory of biological state with countryside as its base, brought
along by Jakob von Uexkülläs
Free self brought about by Fichte
Free time organization, a Nazi organizational form
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Early Romanticism
Leader, refers to Hitler
Region according to the NSDAP territorial division
German National Community
Foe of the National Community
Genius of the Romanticism thinkers' sense
Society, in comparison to Gemeinschaft
Geheime Staatspolizei: Secret State Police
“co-ordination”, streamlining, assimilation of political, economical 
and cultural activities under the regime
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Books about homeland
Courses about homeland
Hitler Lugend: Hitler Youth
In comparison to Front, the incorporation of individual home to the
community work in Third Reich
Individual
Institut für Konjunkturforschung
The community of struggle
Failed attempt coup in 1920
Kraft durch Freude: Strength through Joy
Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands:
German Communist Party
NSDAP campaign category before 1929, in comparison to 
Grosspropaganda with Gau Berlin as exemplar 
Petit-bourgeoisie
Cultural Struggle, refers to the conflict between the imperial 
Prussian government and the Roman Catholic Church 
The subsidy paid to small farmers to cover their additional hired 
labor
The same notion as Natur
Well of Life, Nazi social engineering program
Living Space, Nazi invasion in the East
Middle Class
Nazi power-seizure 1933
Absolute state power
The German nation
German Nature, related to Nation
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeitspartei: National Socialist
German Workers' Party
The sacrifice community
Nazi home front reciprocal helping scheme
Distinction marks to award films
Mass tourism project on island Rügen
Pragmatic policies and diplomacies under Bismarck in Prussia
German Highway
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German Currency before Rentenmark
New currency issued under Dawes plan, 01.1924
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Reichsministerium für Volksaufklärung und Propaganda:
Reich Ministry for Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda 
Sturmabteilungen: Storm Troopers
Sicherheitsdienst: Security Service of the Secret Police
The community of fate
Illegal labour
Family Liability Punishment System
Economic Recovery Packet under NSDAP
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SPD

SS
Staatsorganismus 
Steuergutschein 
Statistisches Reichsamt 
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Volk/völkisch
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Volksgemeinschaft
Volksgenosse
Völkskörper
Völksprodukte

Völkssturm 
Volkswagen 
Volkszugehörigkeit 
Westerntum 
Young Plan

Deutschlands-Berichte der Sozialdemokratischen Partei 
Deutschlands: reports of Social Democratic Party SPD in Exile 
Activists
Sozialdemokratischen Partei Deutschlands:
Social Democratic Party
Schutzstaffeln: Nazi elite paramilitary formation
Composition and realization of organic state
Tax reduction scheme 1932-1933 under NSDAP
National Statistic Office
Independent Social Democrats
“German nation”, “German people” with special emphasis on the 
racial and mystical national elements, equivalent in English 
“folkish”
People's Spirit
People's Community
People's Comrades, the included in Volksgemeinschaft
Collective of German population with racial emphasis
People's Products: the series of selective state-backed products in 
mass consumption
People's Storm: armed civilian militia in Third Reich
People's Car
The belonging to the People's Community
Western ideologies
Launched in 1929 addressing the German reparations
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Introduction

A combination of academical background and some personal grounds prompted to the selection of 

my thesis topic over the analysis of National Socialist ideology: my former major in German studies 

made further research in German history feasible both from the perspective of the knowledge base, 

the literature sourcing in German and scholarly interest; while as an individual born and raised up 

under the communist regime, the critical curiosity and research interest towards the ideology and 

practical operation in the authoritarian context bred its way early in from the very tangible everyday 

actuality. German history in the Third Reich thus would serve as an appropriate entry point for 

addressing those factors in the scope of my studies. What had a profound effect on narrowing down 

my research direction in the ideological history of the Third Reich was an inspiration from the 

recent development in German social history, where a more specific research into Alltagsgeschichte 

(as a subcategory of social history) was launched as a result of the “Bavaria Project” in the 1970s, 

targeting the everyday history in the Bavaria region with the newfound intention of seeing the 

actual ecosphere of social dynamics under the Third Reich from the bilateral perspective between 

the regime and the people, instead of following the conventional way of either regarding it as purely 

coercive “perpetrated atrocities” from an omnipotent totalitarian apparatus and its ubiquitous 

propaganda techniques, or as a phenomenon of the schizophrenic “mass fanaticism”, as if no 

individual initiatives or national psychology in a given sophisticated circumstances were there to be 

analyzed1.

Clearly Adolf Hitler's regime did not stay on the political stage purely through forceful measures for 

thirteen years. Quite on the contrary, no matter the theoretical feasibility, or the historical fact of its 

actual power-seizure through electoral victory or the data over the officially employed personal by 

the state apparatus all tell another story. And whatever context or foreground there might be, the fact 

that NSDAP came to power with valid votes from the electorate is undeniable, and there has been a 

massive network in the real operation of the polity throughout its rule. Who are those people that 

voted for Hitler? What is their situation before the election and under the regime respectively? How 

did the advocations and visions of NSDAP appeal to them electorally? How and to what extend did

1 Carl J. Friedrich and Zbigniew K. Brzezinski. Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard 
University Press, 1956). See also Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism. (Schoken Books, 1951). and Karl 
D. Bracher, Die Deutsche Diktatur: Entstehung, Struktur, Folgen des Nationalsozialismus(1969).
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they back Hitler and out of what kind of consideration? Did their support stay the same through out 

the thirteen years? if not, how did it divert and why? If it was purely out of the fear and oppression 

from the coercion measures of the Nazi regime, what kind of ideology and propaganda did it 

employ to coax the voters effectually, to contrive the power-seizure and manage to keep the curb on 

the majority of them later, turning the mass into its effectively functioning tentacles?

In other words, this paper is still dealing with the long-running question of “what went wrong” and 

“What did go wrong” in regard of the German Sonderweg2, only with the viewpoints from the social 

dynamics, the ideas and intensions lie under this dynamics from each side respectively, and the 

result that this dynamics actually has brought along in reality3; timely it is confined majorly to the 

rise and consolidation period of the Nazi regime, the situation after the breaking of the second 

World War is not related in the range of the discussion. In observing and analyzing the its 

perception and reception among the ordinary people, the focal point is not to single out a group, to 

define their relative resignation, compliance or resistance, opposition and compare with that of 

others, nor to accuse a single group of their “normal banality”, but to scrutinize the ideological 

grounds that generated the majority, the interactions between the regime and the ordinary people 

and grasp that in a broader continuity of ideological development as well as in a concrete manner in 

the interwar German context4: what strategies and tactical moves did the Nazi regime employ to 

foster such social dynamics and on what grounds did they determine to do so? Why is it effective in 

the interwar German circumstances? What interplay was generated as an actual fact between the 

Nazi totalitarian polity and its people, how did it variate all along, and how to capture its essence as 

well as appearances?

The essence to answer these questions lies in explaining the popular base of Nazi ideology, its 

appropriation of the national idea, and its efficacy to pander to the populace, where both the 

particularities of the German ideological history and of the actual history of the interwar period are 

concerned. The aspect I chose to tackle this behemoth is through the perspective of a core 

conceptual relation that both occupies a paramount position in the German ideological history as a
2 The notion of Sonderweg -  “the German divergence” in regard of Nazism phenomenon was brought about under 

this term in comparison to the advanced “Western” societies.
3 Cf. J. Kocka, “German History Before Hitler: Hie Debate about the German Sonderweg,“ Journal of 

Contemporary History. Vol. 23. pp. 3-16. (1988). Geoff Eley and David Blackboum, H e Peculiarities of German 
History (Oxford,1984).

4 Cf. Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem: a Report on Banality of Evil (Viking Press, 1963). Ian Kershaw, H e  
Nazi Dictatorship (1985), 194; Timothy Mason, “Workers Opposition in Nazi Germany”, History Workshop 
Journal. Issue II. (1981): 120-137.
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whole and serves as the fundamental idea upon which the entire Nazi ideological construction was 

built upon -  the conceptual relation between individual and (German national) community Volk or 

Volksgemeinschaft. The intended approach is to picture the ideological foreground in the intellectual 

history and partial attempt in exploring the national consciousness and the possible path toward 

national unification, especially those involved the notion of German peculiarity, the frustration with 

the status quo of interwar Germany regarding both national aspiration and material difficulties, to 

interpret its stimulus on the populace, on their perception and comprehension towards Nazi 

ideology, on their reaction and standpoint to back Nazi in its power-seizure and their adaption to the 

Nazi version of “national realization” under its very authoritarian rule.

The layout of the thesis is thus tailored according to this design. The first chapter offers an overview 

of the intellectual exploration and the endeavor of “national unification of Germany” in the former 

time(as prehistorical foreground), widely ranging from the ideologies of Fruhromantik thinkers to 

the Prussian militarism practice surrounding the theme line of “attempts to unify Germany in its 

distinct way”. The second chapter analyzes the conditions in the interwar Germany, attending to the 

comprehensive milieu from political, economical, social upheavals extensively as exactly theses 

factors combined forced ann intensive rough patch upon Germany, performed thus the function of a 

flashpoint to bridge the turmoiling Germany to the Third Reich, to connote the malevolent 

conquering and racial persecution of the totalitarian Nazi as a legitimate pursuit of national revival. 

The contention behind this grand structure conflates different analytic paradigms: for example, in 

the first chapter, especially the parts involved with German intellectual and ideological history, 

reflects the (psycho-historical interpretation) of its “anti-modernism” nature5; in the second chapter 

the foundational logic behind the potpourri analysis of the economy, politics and social relations in 

the Weimar Germany suggesting both the marxism perspective and the sociological approach in 

taking the Nazi phenomenon as social movement caused by societal crisis and social suffering6; the 

analysis over the Nazi coercion measures and mass society with the related social practices in the 

third chapter adapted some studies from the totalitarianism model as well as from the so-called 

“liberal approaches”7. These scholarship, with its focus and aspects shifted, all had their contentious

5 The discussion of the German “anti-modernism” as the signature trait as reactionary response of its developmental 
syndrome of Nazism under the term Sonderweg see for instance Geoff Eley and David Blackboum. The 
Peculiarities of German History: Bourgeois Society and Politics in nineteenth-century Germany (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1984).

6 Typical example of seeing Nazi as social movement see i.e. A. Leppert-Fögen. Die deklassierte Klasse. Studien zur 
Geschichte und Ideologie des Kleinbürgertums (Frankfurt: Fischer Tasschenbuch Verlag, 1974).

7 About the mass society of the totalitarianism theory see for example Bemt Hagtvet, “The Theory of Mass Society 
and the Collapse of Weimar Republic: A Reexamination” in Who were the Fascists? Social Roots of European 
Fascism, ed. S. U. Larsen, B. Hagtvet. and J.P. Myklebust (Bergen: Universitetsforlaget. 1980), 66-117. emblematic
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period of being accused of partialness, had its dominance in different research phases, till the 

subsequent new-orthodoxy perspective with its exclusivity took over. While going through the 

chronological shift of the dominant research angle, I got inspired in many scholarly insights and 

have been wondering if the application scope of those insights could be expanded wider, in for 

example the development and general trait of German ideological history, to tackle the same 

problem, explaining why Nazi phenomenon has its grounds on the German soil, and was 

specifically set off in the interwar Germany by Hitler and NSDAP's campaign.

Meanwhile, the archetype of my thesis construction owe methodologically to the “complex 

calamity analysis” over the rise of Nazi, led by Martin Broszat and Hans Mommsen8, whose 

“cumulative radicalization” sew my attention into the public reception towards the Nazi ideology 

also in the “cumulative” way, and how the way of up-leveling collective violent practice, which was 

mentioned as “the development of destructive capacity” in his book, change the perception of the 

individual towards the counterfactual visionary concept, the imaginary totality and national unity, as 

well as towards the regime that brought all these along. However, there is no single chosen 

exemplar for this paper, from its overall structure, the central logic tends to pose itself in between 

the assumption of considering Nazi phenomenon as a “social revolution” in the German social 

modernization process, as a trial to build new social order that channels and actualizes the collective 

aspiration to specific circumstances on the one side9; and the (originally from 1960s and has 

become in recent decade more and more disputative) atomization of the mass and anonymousness 

of the individual under the name of national community from the totalitarian model on the other10.

From the stance of the content, this paper points out the particularity of the development -  or say 

“chronic maladjustment” -  of the German ideological history course (since Enlightenment time), it 

sounds more in tone with the “exceptional state” that Ian Kershaw indicated* 11, whose focus was laid

also Gilbert Allardyce. The Place o f Fascism in European History (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1971).
8 Martin Broszat, “Soziale Motivation und Führer-Bindung des Nationalsozialismus'“, Vierteljahrshefte für 

Zeitgeschichte. Vol. 18. No. 4. (1970): 392-409. and Hans Mommsen, Der Nationalsozialismus. Kumulative 
Radikalisierung und Selbstzerstörung des Regimes (Mannheim: Meyers Enzyklopädisches Lexikon, 1976), 785- 
790.

9 Ralf Dahrendorf, Society and Democracy in Germany (London, 1966). and David Schoenbaum, Hitler's Social 
Revolution. Class and Status in Nazi Germany 1933-39 (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1966).

10 See Gino Germani, Authoritarianism, Fascism, and Popularism. (New Bmnswick, New Jersey: Transaction, 1978). 
See also Ibid. Bemt Hagtvet (1980).

11 Ian. Kershaw, “Hitler and the Uniqueness o f Nazism”, Journal o f Contemporary History. Understanding Nazi 
Germany. Vol. 39. No. 2 (2004): 239-254. Similar indications see also other publications of his i.e. The Nazi State: 
An Exceptional State? (New Left Review Limited, 1989)
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on the uniqueness of Nazism itself and the speciality over the ground that spawned it -  the German 

particularity, but rather with divergence from the additional emphasis on the accumulated 

maladjustment of German national aspiration in the modem ideological development before the 

target historical period, and its relevance to the backwardness of other spheres' development in 

actuality12, en attendant with due weight on its reactionary character of these surroundings -  both as 

a characteristic that marks the course of modern German ideological history and as immediate 

fascism-producing inducement to the rise of Nazi in the interwar Weimar with commensurate 

dissection. The critiques of “German particularity” which came from exemplarily Geoff Eley and 

David Blackbourn with their comparative aspect of other fascism nations efforts in modifying social 

and economy balance13, as well as from Friedrich Meinecke and Gerhard Ritter, stressing the 

stimulus of the first World War as the ramification of external co-orchestrated mutation of German 

national psyche14

In the analysis of the target historical period, the dissection targets how Hitler and the National 

Socialist Party exploited the prehistorical ideological foreground and the interwar circumstances in 

Germany, as well as their demagogic misappropriation of the situation in both ideological deduction 

and collateral manipulative practices under the visionary banner Volksgemeinschaft and in name of 

its pursuit. The focus lays both on the regime's tactics and the real dynamics that initiated in the 

social reality, with the intention to cover the gap between the “official claimed conformity” and the 

real public reaction. The Nazi version of ideological interpretation of the national community, was 

originally to be presented through lengthy propaganda materials, speeches, ceremonial 

documentaries in comparison with the voluminous first-hand internal records and files accessible 

through literaturary sources and archives. But the objectivity of reading the public reception toward 

the Party as well as the public comprehension toward its propaganda and ideology impeded this 

plan, since it is clearly debatable to what extent could the propaganda represent its ideology: is it the 

only way of conveying the ideological message? and if the documented material cannot contrive it 

or cannot contrive it fully, what can? Plus there is also foreseeable difficulty in measuring the public 

response due to the absence of valid public opinion surveys, and the grand climate for interpreting 

the soundness of the public's political performance and other actions. In the end, I decided to 

provide this through the interactions between the regime and the populace, through the general

12 About the “German social and political backwardness” see ibid. Ralf Dahrendorf (1966).
13 Ibid. David Blackbourn and Geoff Eley, The Peculiarities o f German History (1984).
14 Friedrich Meinecke, “Die deutsche Katastrophe“ in Europa und die deutsche Frage. Betrachtungen über die 

geschichtliche Eigenart des deutschen Staatsdenkens, ed. Wiesbaden and Gerhard Ritter (Munich, 1948).
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social dynamics taking all schemes of the Nazi regime and all spheres of social life concerning an 

individual under consideration, as an attempt to restore the whole picture that an individual (and 

that of the entire community) encounters in the Third Reich: one's sociohistorical surroundings, 

spiritual motives, psychological circumstances with special regard to the national discourse.

My introductory remarks owe much to the excellent review on the former scholarly work from Ian 

Kershaw, David Welch, Geoff Eley and Jane Caplan's introduction of Tim Mason's lifework15. 

Especially that of the studies after 1960s, when the immense archival of the Nazi regime became 

available to academical research on the rise and operation of Third Reich, where the examination 

perspective witnessed an expansion in fields of theory and innovation in methodology. My primary 

sources consist majorly of two parts: the official documents, publication, data and governmental 

records in the Weimar Republic and Third Reich (also some citations directly from the key figures 

within Nazi network: Adolf Hitler, Joseph Goebbels, Gregor Strasser), and the original works of the 

German Romanticism thinkers themed on the German national realization and the follow-on 

schools in German ideological history derived from it, both with their heritage and contemporary 

divergences; while the secondary sources are comprised of the interpretations of the above 

mentioned historians and social sciences scholars.

15 Prof. Jane Caplan wrote her review on the historical studies over German Nazism as Gedenkschrift for Tim Mason, 
as front page of his collected essays published in 1995, in the book Nazism, Fascism, and the Working Class. The 
other reviews on the same issue were wrote by the authors themselves in their publication respectively.
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Chapter One. The Origin of Volk idea in pre-NS ideological history

I.I. Reactionary German Idealism

To delineate the Romanticism and to evaluate its resurrection after years of time, the era where it 

originated from and its self-position at the time worths to be first examined. It describes not only the 

flourishing chapter of German literature, music or philosophy era -  which are regarded as one of the 

highlight periods of each field; in the meantime, it also depicts the characteristic of German 

idealism, of German nationalism consciousness and the core of the German spirit that managed to 

permeate the gamut of the entire nation and remain for centuries. What marks then this time period 

under Romanticism?

Early German Romanticism is not only a timely approximate Zeitgeist in Germany when the 

Enlightenment movement kindled in France, in the reactionary point of view, it is a unique response 

of the Germans to this revolution in the modem intellectual history and ideological history in the 

west, which anchored the tone for the new era of the entire humankind. The political transformation 

of this era -  the prelude of political transformation through revolution from feudalism towards the 

sense of a modem state, with its rely on law and the recognition of equal rights of the individuals, 

also exerted its sway on the German counterpart in seeking their own modern nation form. The gist 

of the French modem political framework, however, lies in the sacredization and penetration of 

reason, in the social contract and its corresponding institutional structure. As a strong contrast to 

such rationalization and civilization in France (also England), the dialectic, provincial character of 

the German opponent seems to be eminent. The historical facts the country was facing were: the 

modem sense of Germany did not managed to achieve centralized statehood, it was governed in 17lh 

and 18th century by some three hundred princes under the Emperor; after the dislocation of the 

Thirty Year War postponed the cultural development on the German soil further and kept itself back 

in the Lutheranism/Pietism in shadow of national inferiority complex, making a sharp contrast to 

the Western States. It is a feature of many fields combined: political, scientific, artistic even music 

and literature, the passiveness and progresslessness led the country to a domestic and inward status 

and forged such a difference to its geopolitical neighbor. It might be prudent, not to define by the 

content of the spiritual life and social milieu of the German people as a “retreat from the reality”, 

but the trend of exploration of the inner world is obvious enough to catch -  which the former 

religious trend of Pietism might played its role in paving way by preaching to focus on the personal
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relation between the individual and God.16 It is easy to give a factual judgement, that the German 

attitude towards the leading Western countries was not learning and adapting it. By inventing the 

German idea of organic nationalism -  in which a steer turn from materialism to mentalism is to be 

witnessed on the German side in the discussion of Romanticism in relation to Enlightenment. A 

manner that the Germans chose as the solution out of the isolation and alienation, a Mittel that was 

adapted in this new given reality.

This idea, however, did not start in the Romanticism Era in Germany. Earlier in the Enlightenment 

France, Montesquieu already made arguments over how people differentiated from one another 

according to the external circumstances, which echoes in the “organic state” theory. It was 

developed then by one crucial German figure -  Johann Georg Hamann, who had direct connection 

and heavy influence on many essential figures in the Romanticism era such as Immanuel Kant, 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Johann Gottfried Herder. His stand towards the whole Enlightenment 

movement is negative, accusing the Enlightenment doctrine for killing a flow of life that dwells in 

human beings. And the French scientific way was a breaking of human from his unity and totality, 

he regarded rationalism as a block.17

After Hamann followed Johann Gottfried Herder as the fore-runner of cultural pluralism and 

modem historicism, brought up his theory of human anthropology, which shaped up a total new 

view of the individual-Volk relation and forged thus the frames of the “organic community”(also 

referred as “organic state”) idea -  an organic relation in which common history and common 

language formed up its spine, as he claimed in his book “Volk as macrocosm and individual as 

microcosm”18, he depicted Volk first as an “incessantly growing organism”19 which consists of 

individuals but cannot be reduced to them, and what formed up such a society is according to him a 

“climate”, with a strong indication in the geographical determinism20 that in the end confined itself 

on the German soil through the development and interpretation of this idea of other thinkers in the 

Early Romanticism era by making “Volk” specific and unique to German. The core term in the 

National Socialists' ideology, also the major researching object of this paper -  Volksgemeinschaft

16 Isaiah Berlin, The Roots of Romanticism (Princeton University Press, 1999), 34-39. The author even went one step 
further indicating the root of Romanticism is “the product of wounded national sensibility and dreadful national 
humiliation” and citing the family background of the Romanticism representatives as supporting argument.

17 Johann Georg Hamann did not finish any complete work thus his doctrines was only summarized, instead of 
quoted.

18 F. M. Barnard, Herder's Social and Political Thought from Enlightenment to Nationalism (Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1965), 31-42.

19 Ibid. F. M. Barnard. 1965.
20 Jerzy Szacki, History of Sociological Thought (Greenwood Press, 1979), 82-89.
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absorbed at least the basic ideas from his philosophy. However, it is vital to point out, though 

Herder is the figure who first formed the idea of “organism of community”, referred the term 

“Volk” to German community, he did not express the slightest hierarchy among the communities, 

but only the differences from community to community due to the specific context of their own 

respective milieu.

Herder, as the thinker that transits the French Enlightenment thinkings and the German Idealism, 

also served as an inspiration for the later romantic Nationalism in the post-Enlightenment era. He 

was the figure who suggested remonstration against the foreign influence in his time while urging 

incessantly the German national culture: his idea of cultural nationalism along with this organic 

state idea was built, however, upon the concept of a natural state with a national character, where 

the state plays the role of a means to realize the ideal at the national level21. He advocates 

nationality on the purpose of realizing humanity -  the capacity of feeling for others and the desire 

for peace; the advocation towards “German unification” is thus according to him a more cultural 

one -  depending on the shared unique environment of the German people to determine themselves 

as a nation. He argues, that the individual has to achieve the happiness at the individual level, and 

that state as contrivance of mankind, defines a movement of growth and blossoming; he disfavors 

individual relying on the state too much, reminding people of the possible result for an individual of 

losing himself by doing so22. His ideas of the state is anti-despotic, anti-imperialistic. Aside from 

this, he is also against national enlargement, against the prioritization of any nation, the core of his 

theory is: state is the servant of humanity -  “he recognizes the individual worth and the value of 

national cultures”23.

As for the term Volk, it was first mentioned in his publication Briefe zu Beförderung der Humanität 

depicted as a collective national identity, in which the individual pursues and accomplishes the 

perfection at the individual level through the accomplishment of the humanity on the national scale. 

The interpretation of Herder's metaphysical concepts -  as what was mainly understood and inserted 

in the core of the entire “organic state” idea, shifted principally in the interpretations of his students 

and other thinkers of the later time than originally from him. Especially the interpretations of his 

nation in direct connection in the modem political sense or emphasizing the nationality over 

individuals, seem to be not in consistence with his assertion in his Ideen zur Philosophie der
21 Johann G. Herder, Ideen zur Philosophie der Geschichte der Menschheit trans. T. Churchill (London, 1903), 448- 

451.
22 Ibid. Johann G. Herder (1903), 393-402.
23 Royal J. Schmidt, “Cultural Nationalism in Herder,” Journal of the History o f Ideas, Vol. 17. No. 3 (1956): 407- 

417.
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Geschichte der Menschheit or Briefe zu Beförderung der Humanität. His idealism was in any case 

not building an everlasting nation nor any collective identity.

Another representative of the cultural nationalism from the Romanticism period was Friedrich 

Schlegel, who emphasized the German virtue as (an everlasting) character of the German nation, 

instead of general Christian spirituality. In terms of peace guarantee medium, his believing also 

shifted back to the medieval monarch after sticking on the republic form for a short while. In nature, 

such shifting already echoes with the main assumption of Romanticism thinkers, who plant the ideal 

utopian state in the real German past and try to revive it at their present time, the analysis of this 

trend of ideas could be found in the following paragraphs. Schlegel's understanding of nation 

derived much from the basic idea of each nation was formed up by all its members as one (grand) 

individual with shared ancestors(bloods), traditions and customs, pasts and languages, and this 

being was regarded by him as sacred. It guards the real individual that comprised it, knits them 

together along with these similarities they share together. He is against the innovative ideas of 

French Revolution, as well as the military services. On the matter of the influence from one nation 

to other nations, he seemed to have imposed double standards by claiming Germany educated other 

nations of nationality while France destroyed the nationality of others.24

On the other hand, Schlegel was known for his call for a sacred war under the name of German 

nationality, which was mostly likely deduced from his opponent stand towards France and French 

Revolution. His protesting against Napoleon's rule along with patriotic expression was to be seen in 

his literary works, and according to him, facing the French threat together became the proper title 

for the sacred war. It is interesting that his utopian visions of the medieval German was shifted on 

Austrian Germans of Habsburg time due to the decline of popularity of his patriotic poetry.

Johann Gottfried Fichte also regarded the state as a means to a higher end, and the state itself is 

destined to disappear eventually and replaced by a super-nation surrounds Christianity. He saw the 

French Revolution applauded and had his expectation on the French people in leading the entire 

humankind in the quest for absolute freedom and rational morality in his early years, later (as it was 

pointed out in 1813 in his Staatslehre) he transferred this destiny of building final kingdom on the 

Germans (and made comment on the failure of the French people as unfitted and unprepared for 

creating a perfect state). His understanding of “unification of Europe” tends to be more

24 Hans Kohn, “Romanticism and the Rise of German Nationalism,” The Review of Politics. Vol. 12. No. 4. (1950): 
443-472.
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philosophical and spiritual, and the position of Germans in this unification is taking the leading role 

towards this goal (other than an autonomous political existence in the patriotic sense). This 

unification idea tends to be more a cosmopolitanism idea with Germans holding a favored position. 

The way to realize such a unification is through acceptance and spreading of the true philosophy -  

in Fichte's understanding, his own philosophy. The addressing of Germany as true nation in his 

Reden an die deutsche Nation also expressed such a logic link, that Germans were “chosen” since 

only the Germans would understand and carry his philosophy further (this criteria was used also by 

him to differentiate Germans and unGermans). Furthermore, in the blur articulation of his Reden, 

the readers could easily mix up the ideal Germans that he referred to and the actual Germans of the 

time, which he praised highly for in it. The later German nationalism quoted from his Reden often 

to verity the German superiority, which in truth is out of such a context.

He was the first person to use the word Völkerbund to describe a league of nations, as the secure of 

peace, to deal with the conflicts among the nations as they all wish to spread their own ideas to the 

mankind. He stared stressing over the Germans' leadership and the accompanying greatness around 

the world with the argumentation that only the Germans are superior with “reasons” (refers to his 

own true philosophy) only at the breaking of the Prussian-French war when the French army 

occupied Berlin, where he also lived and worked in. Later he expanded this uniqueness of the 

German nation through the continuity of linguistic roots of the German language, expanded it as the 

proof that only the Germans have true culture, cited the Luther religious Reformation in Germans' 

ability of reviving Christianity as example, as well as the concord in Germany due to the 

subservience of the middle class (in comparison to the citizens of free Italian cities), through which 

the Germans -  not the contemporary but the timeless absolute spiritual German state -  have proven 

themselves as embodiment of reason to lead the humankind to the perfect state. 25

In regard of individual-state relation, Fichte was in support of subordinating the individual to the 

state, as he saw it necessary of the historical period, that a citizen shall subject to the state and serve 

as its tool in body and mind26.

In the views of other romantic representatives, the understanding of individual was also deeply 

rooted in the common past of the community -  in German history and its peculiarity, which was 

determined on the German national soil. This past was free from the influence of the Enlightenment

25 Hans Kohn, “The Paradox o f Fichte's Nationalism.” Journal o f the History o f Ideas. Vol. 10. No. 3.(1949): 319- 
343. Both paragraphs on Fichte's idea referred to the article.

26 Johann G. Fichte, “Die Grundzüge des gegenwärtigen Zeitalters.” in Sämmtliche Werke VII, 152.
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movement and thus stayed natural and purely German -  a golden age of the Germans in their vision 

which was inserted in history -  some of them referred this past to a specific time period, some more 

immemorial and mystic ones, in both case the boundary between imagination and reality was 

blurred. They seek for such an ideal past that did not happen in the factual history and wished to 

revive the present German nation by reliving this imaginary past, and regard it as the way to 

actualize the ideal community and nation in the future. The Romanticists also laid great emphasis 

on discussing the relation between individual and his ideal national community -  which was not 

bound by general principles of modern “dead” social contract but generated by nature and stays thus 

personal and intimate. Here again the color of idealism, of strong poetic and artistic character, that 

no uniformity would be imposed on the individuals within such an inextricably linked community. 

One forms up the community together with his people, and the community leaves room for one's 

full self and individuality for all its members27.

In the idealistic theory of the Romanticists, the expression of Natur -  ? in the macro view and 

Genie -  ? on the micro view meant two sides of the same coin. They believe this organic national 

community is an original phenomenon of nature (exclusively on the German soil). Per contra, they 

hold onto a hostile attitude towards France as well as the Prussian kingdom of Friedrich's, and 

regarded both as soulless state machine. There is no systematic discussion of the feasibility of such 

a relation construct or concrete methodology of how to build it in the first place, but only expressing 

of discontent towards the status of Germany and the political institutions of other western countries 

on the base of their chimera. Such a viewpoint towards the real existence of state forms as a unique 

reaction was demonstrated in German idealism, its strong opposition to the trend of politic 

development in the historical course, was contributed by the dissolution of borders between poetry 

and recognition of the factual political development, between the imagination and the track of real 

history. Attempts to emanate their ideas into real practice legally and executively, to change the 

reality fundamentally were also to be identified in their works, addresses and proposals28, but 

without systematical and feasible mechanism.

The poetic nature of their nation, derived from the original concept of Herder's, was organic in the 

way, that the state is also a kind of person and shall be felt and treat as a person feels and treats 

himself. For example Novalis started from such a point, the overlapping and interpenetration of the 

individual will and the national will would progress further and in the ultimate status, the individual

27 Joseph von Eichendorff, Sammtliche Werke Vol. X, 341.
28 Hans Kohn, “Romanticism and the Rise of German Nationalism,” The Review o f Politics Vol. 12. No. 4. (1950): 

443-472.
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would become a single exemplary of the state -  a spiritual unity29.

The move of inserting the utopian in the German past is as a matter of fact very tactical, through 

which the continuity in terms of time and tradition possesses hi story-proven validity already and 

restricts its uniqueness in the German context. This tradition was sometimes named Volksgeist, and 

in comparison to their conceptual state in the air, the contemporary Hohenzollern monarchy -  the 

real practice in the political sense of state -  was regarded as a violation of Volksgeist. Similar critics 

and proposals are also to be found in other literary works, fragments and lectures of Eichendorff, 

Schlegel brothers, Adam Muller ... Unlike the transition figures, the resistance and rejection to the 

contemporary progress of ideology, of politic transformation etc. stood out in their criticism as well 

as in the elaboration of their own metaphysical system. There were also no sign of adaption or 

neutralization, justified by the stressing of German particularity.

The only representative from the German Romanticism period that did not share this cultural nation 

vagary but put his state idea on the ground of economics was Friedrich Hegel, which from the 

content point of view, could count as a transition figure of the national thinking purely in the 

idealism field to the state-building thinking with practicality and reality base. Hegel has been an 

adherent for German unification in a state form and the way to realize the unification (also to 

execute the state's power and rebuild Germany as a modern state), is according to him, through the 

way of waging war. These conceptions were indicated in his published work Verfassung 

Deutschlands(The German Constitution, 1978-1802), Philosophy o f  Right(l&2V) in an early stage. 

He preaches for the unification not only of a nation that shares common linguistic, ethnic, social 

common grounds, but for a unification that also binds all the military forces together to demonstrate 

its state power in model of Napoleonic France and change the German “disposition”.30

Only in arguing why the importance of German unification, he brought about the ideas of state as 

organism -  organic not in the biological meaning, but in the way to describe that state is composed 

of living forces: as an organization, state has its sacredness on earth as an ethnical whole, through 

which the ultimate freedom, morality and rationality/reason of its individual would be reached and 

the individual's existence as social being would be thus realized. The individual, giving over its 

(political) right to the state, through which the elevation of the individual would be reached on the 

level of the entity, and the boundary of the individual also disappears and merges in this entity,

29 Novalis. Navalis' Werke. ed. Hermann. Friedemann (Berlin: Deutsches Verlagshaus Bong&Co., 1925), Vol. 3.
30 Hubert Kiesewetter, Von Hegel zu Hitler, (Hoffmann und Campe, 1974) 48-58.
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becoming a part and a member of it and contributing to the “personality” of the state. The power of 

the state is thus absolute, and it is also for the individual themselves.31

We could see here in his organic state, the cultural facet already dimmed out. The realization of the 

individual is also away from his full “self’ but more on his social function in a society, and the 

ultimate “self’ is a self with reason -  with the pursuit of self-discipline instead of emotional and 

boundless in its primitive born-to-be status. The contour of the modern political sense of the 

individual in relation to the state is also to be detected in his description. And among the common 

grounds that the society shares to identify itself as a nation, the ethnicity point was emphasized 

more amidst other factors that shape up the entire milieu together.

But these conceptions were in the nature against the rule of law. He still saw the growing individual 

rights obstacles in preventing Germany being a unified entity -  “a single body”, arguing that the 

isolation of the individuals in the legal and political sense in this way would lead to state's ceasing 

in existing. It is on the other side, theoretically also cut off from the absolute monarchy, since his 

state represents the highest form of freedom and reason. But the result in reality could only turn out 

to be an absolute state power (Machtstaai) that would theoretically only hurt the organism of the 

conceptual state. Such orientation of state's role was built upon his mentor and friend Schelling's 

“state as the image of ideas” and “state as perfect representation of world”, he developed it further 

as “state as actualization of the idea”.

The historical background for him to bring up such ideas was Napoleon's dominant position in 

Europe, and Germany on the contrary, still lack of a central and united state form in the territorial 

sense and in real state power sense. The intention of his proposal is let Germany gain its political 

weight (in comparison to France) in the form of a unified country.

I.II. “Volk” and its Derivative Terms

As the origin and the development of the Volk and a series of discussion on an organic state, its 

derivative individual-community relation was listed and introduced in the last section, what actually 

shall be understood when it comes to term Volk in the Romanticists' advocation?

31 Ibid. Hubert Kiesewetter (1974): 31-33.
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First of all, it is a reference of the German community in both spacial and timely point of view. To 

see its dual dimensions would help further to understand especially how Volk as community differs 

from nation of the modern political meaning. When the term is mentioned in the nowadays context, 

it would frequently be linked up with either the trend of nationalism at the turning of the 19th to 20th 

centuries, whose interpretation of nation has its content more in common with the central and 

eastern European nations, that were once under the multiethnic empire, trying to built up their 

national identity on the geographical territory of ethnic boundary after its dissolution; or it would be 

linked up with the Third Reich directly in the völkisch meaning pro German superiority. As we have 

already analyzed in the last section according to the chronological development of the thought, the 

discussion over ethnicity is at least barely seen in any of the advocations of German Romanticists 

despite of the variation in their understanding.

The Romanticism “Volk” term, was spatially confined on the German soil and refers to a timeless 

unit of German people timely -  a continuous collective identity of the Germans composed of all 

historical as well as contemporary and future German people. The nexus between the two 

dimensions were closely-knitted to each other in the historical development and the difficulty of 

demarcate the concepts was intensified due to this intertwined bond: the German soil defined by the 

milieu that Germans of all times have lived and experienced, which in different times, has 

respective variants. The comprehension of the term is also tricky given the fact that the German 

people was till the unification of the Prussian Empire in 1871, either as merely a part of the 

multiethnic Holy Roman Empire or scattered in hundreds of princedoms, and even after the 

Prussian unification, there were still huge amount of Germans left outside of the political domain. 

There is no sufficient arguments to clarify the so-called “German soil” in either perspective of 

political form, or ethnic reference or linguistic borderline; timely, till when could the German 

ancestors dated back to, what anthropological or sociological criteria could be adapted? Not to 

mention in the literary expressions, such roots were also mostly situated in the folklore as legend or 

some immemorial past without sources. But its idealistic characteristic determines, that the absence 

of those references did not cause any problem for the Romanticists in comprehending the idea itself. 

They dedicated themselves in polishing the concepts, how the imaginary community would work 

and link together with the ideal individual in a general manner, how the peculiarity of German 

nation demonstrates itself, and those matters weigh far more than the epistemology and 

methodology in reality. The evolution of the concepts as well as the spreading of its influence was 

not hindered by such deficiency in the idea.
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Back to the source of the term “Volk”: it first came onto the German ideological history stage in the 

Early Romanticism period, which is also called the “progressive” Romanticism Era as a literary 

period. This phase of Romanticism is more labelled with its “irrationality” feature. While the term 

“Volk” interacted more with the nationalism trend of the pragmatic sense, and was to some extend 

suppressed and marginalized in the exploration of new channels for the national identity before the 

Third Reich.

The thinkers in the early Romanticism era, mainly devoted themselves in detecting/developing the 

tie between individual and universe, individual and his community. Their metaphysic construction 

of an organic state was neither based on equality nor on individualism principle of the modern 

western core value, upon which contemporary western countries like England and France built up 

their nation-state upon. The German organic state is a collective unity with various kinds of self- 

expression and infinite self-realization. Its imaginary nature decides such an organism link between 

the community and the individual could be without realistic limitation (to reason, feasibility, 

concrete measures), could stay incomplete or sometimes even self-contradictory under the grand 

theme. It is a utopian community where everyone could be fully himself and at the same time be a 

part of the community. It is never a constructive contribution to solve the real problems in the 

German reality of that time, since it never understood or based on the reality.

The reasons for such a response from the German side is various, and many scholars in the later 

time have given their analysis with respective arguments: To a certain extend, the radical 

rationalization and civilization to its extreme at the French Revolution, in all aspects of social and 

political life, led ineluctably to relative ignorance even suppression of individuality and emotion, 

thus fostering a crisis to the individual Selbst, which has been the absolute theme in the German 

philosophy and literature of that time. The maladaptation was not only in the way that the social 

facilities in the broader sense were not catching up, but those development trends were also trying 

to shake the motive of their consciousness and tradition. From the conception of freies Ich that is 

synthetical with the Dingwelt -  the world of things and material, to Fichte's absolutes Ich that was 

adapted and inherited by other Romanticism thinkers -  in the most blossoming literary era of the 

modem German literature, the reflection of Selbst has been throughout the entire evolvement of the 

ideological and literature history, which already fostered the atmosphere for the German populace to 

embrace the changes: the trend of the time meant for them an overthrowing of the world view to its 

root. The German society, on one side, did not occupy such complete sociological background as
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preparation for such transformation with its lack of a centralized statehood and its accompanying 

not industrialized econmy and provincialised culture, which according to some scholars evaluation 

contains anti-culture anti-intellectualism and xenophobia color in some way, this feature was also 

stamped in the German Romanticism movement.32

The Romanticism thinkers propagate, the measurements that were created in the Enlightenment 

movement towards a more perfect and precise ideal lead people's attention away from themselves, 

thus people were isolated and alienated from themselves, and should thus long for an identity of 

their own, drawing forth from their own nature. Two layers of inner detection were emphasized 

here, the detection of one's “self’ as well as the detection of a collective identity of the community -  

an identity that belongs to the Natur that shared among one's Volk together. Natur was embodied as 

vitality that presented on the individual of the community. And what played the most important role 

in defining such a relation is the simultaneous perception at both levels -  the individual perception 

as well as the collective one, or rather say the dynamic that runs amongst these three entities: the 

individual in relation to Natur, the shared relation to Natur among the Volk, the shaping of 

community through the sharing of this belonging (through which they build their Nation). The 

subtle and precise requirement in this triangle tie made it crucial in defining the composition of the 

community Volk', what exact criteria would restrict a group that is graspable and concrete enough 

for such a metaphysic relation? Another prominent aspect in understanding the role of this Volk term 

-  shaping such a Volk as the method itself as well as a purpose. Through shaping such an entity in 

sharing the accordance that each member holds, the individual would become connected with the 

Natur and the Natur would gain its vitality; through the same emotional foundation, the individuals 

were molded in a collective entity.

And the Romanticism thinkers, chose to concretize and localize the Natur in their ideology by 

narrowing it down on the German soil. Instead of the cosmopolitan point of view, the process of 

defining Volk by (German) Landschaft33 through the tangible meaning of Natur, which as a result, 

linked territorial concQ^Vheimatlich) together with an emotional \&\\i^Zugehörigkeitsgefühl)34. 

This provided in the end, a solid foundation for the spatial dimension in the conclusive term Volk,

32 In the book The Roots of Romanticism, Isaiah Berlin depicted it as “wounded national sensibility”, “dreadful 
national humiliation” as “the root of the romantic movement on the part of the Germans” and analyzed that 
deliberately in the second chapter of this book and accredited the reason to the sociological “ditch” between 
Germany and France primarily.

33 Not only the Early Romanticism figures, many German analysts also adapted this equation “Natur=Landschaft”, for 
example George Mosse in his book Die völkische Revolution.

34 George L. Mosse, Die Völkische Revolution: über die geistigen Wurzeln des Nationalsozialismus (Frankfurt am 
Main: Verlag Anton Hain, 1991), first edition published in New York: Grosset & Dunlap. 23.
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where the territorial instead of the ethnic measurement was employed in the building of the 

collectivity without a political form. Another angle to look at the German Natur is the “alternative 

reality” it provided that indulged the German people from the irreconcilable challenges of 

industrialization and urbanization in real society, where neither the material nor the spiritual 

foundation was mature enough to digest and adapt to. A “landlich”/pastorale longing shifted their 

vision to the former historical period in the pre-industrialized times -  again not purely imagined but 

rather indicative in the past, when the dominant productive method and the accompanying social 

network was still agricultural with its base in the countryside and with agricultural community as its 

mainstay -  it is indeed a strong contrast to the cities and the industrial community that could not be 

easily comprehended by the former social ties. Plus in such agricultural dominated society, the 

individual was linked closely to nature in a “harmonious” way. The new relation between the 

individuals and the society under the new social order was, in comparison to this pastoral period, 

alienated for them. It's obvious to see it as an extreme reactionary character with indications of 

dodging from reality, on the occasion that the sociological and ideological modernization failed to 

keep pace with and integrate in the real fields. Their longing for a reconciliation traveled thus to a 

past, to an imaginary collective entity which was traceable in the pastoral pre-industrialized history.

All in all, it is more precise to categorize such a development in the German ideological history as a 

resort, away from the imbalanced modernization of economical, political and sociological reality in 

the way of presenting its attempt to regaining the old link between individual and nature, believing 

in building a collective identity in this process would be their solution out of this plait. So how did 

this apolitical, outgrowth of cultural nation became the historical source and argumentation of the 

radical nationalism movement?

In the shifted focus of “Volk” as an entity of the nationalization trend in the 19 th century, in 

Germany National Socialism as well as in the other central eastern European countries. The 

theoretical school as the support behind this new interpretation, has Hegel and his following schools 

to thank to.

21



LUI. Evolution towards Pragmatism: Nationalism from Romanticism to First World 
War

Before discussing how the idealistic concept was linked up and interpreted in the nationalism 

movement course, the historical period of Prussian monarch and the Prussian-led German 

unification is already quite in contradiction with the national identity of the cultural and ideological 

sense in the historical course: no matter from its self-presentation as a state defined through 

political, military power and economical influences, or its policies based on the interests of the state 

with unequivocal result-orientation, or Prussia's self-recognition as the nucleus and epitome of the 

German nation. Its pragmatic feature began to take shape way ahead of the unification period under 

Realpolitik of Bismarck's. Already in the Prussian kingdom before unification, in their 

considerations and measures of reviving the German nation against Habsburger encroachment and 

French annexation. Such a conceptualization of German nation is based on solving the present 

threats (of earlier Prussia and later Germany under Prussia's lead), in comparison to the national 

community of the Romanticists, there was no distance from the everyday reality35.

The nationalism scholarship of Prussian kingdom, also started their exploration of how to locate and 

define the relation between German nation and Prussian state, which had a major influence on the 

state policies later through their sway on the Prussian statesman; at the same time, the Romanticists 

attitude towards the representativeness of Prussia to Germany, also did the groundwork for the 

acceptance and the change of understanding in German Nation and German Volk.

First and foremost, under the threat of the powerful neighbors on expansion, the Prussian statesmen 

were seeking for a stronger statehood as a kingdom, due to which the civilian aspect in the Prussian 

state was closely connected with the military affairs. A mobilizing force of the people was also 

required in such a moribund circumstance according to the opinions of the statesmen and 

scholarship. And one of the possible spiritual source that might serve this purpose would be the 

community spirit. As it was formulated by Stein, one the of reformists of the Prussian kingdom, to 

mobilize the spiritual resource of Prussia through “the reawakening of a spirit of community” 36. 

Whether it is a community of the German people or a community of the Prussian people, there were

35 About the idea “distance from everyday reality” see Marsha Morton, “ German Romanticism: The Search for 'A 
Quiet Place',” The Art Institute of Chicago Museum Studies. Vol. 28. No. 1. (2002).

36 Freiherr von Stein, Nassauer Denkschrift (1807). Cited in Walter Simon, “Variations in Nationalism during the 
Great Reform Period in Prussia.” The American Historical Review, Vol. 59. No. 2. (1954): 305.
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different interpretations. Hard attempts were made to define the relation between the Prussia and 

Germany, to find a balance between the identities as a German and as a Prussian citizen. The 

flashpoint was on the relation of subordination between the two entities -  Prussia for German 

unification or Germany as a part of Prussian empire. We know from the history that the latter one 

prevailed in the end, though for some period, the efforts to perpetuate the former idea of reviving 

Germany through Prussia, hold some absolute advantage as it was also advocated by reformists like 

Hardenberg or Gneisenau, scholar like Wilhelm von Humboldt and Niebuhr, whose loyal devotion 

dwelled upon Germany and regarding Prussian merely as a destined instrument.

It is crucial to point out, though the realization of German unification stayed as the central point of 

their thoughts and moves, the cultural state that the Romanticists sticked on to build, already grew 

out of this adherence of the Prussian liberals -  what the Romanticists proffered was virtual and 

constant developing on the concept and the emphasizing on perceptions and experience, while the 

Prussian liberals saw the potential to bring this nation's presence through Prussia in a visible form, 

with its power to overturn the frustration that Germany faces in reality. This shifts of focus around 

the construction of an ideal German nation, made a decisive difference in the acceptance of Prussia, 

its connection and adaption of the Romantic German “Nation” “Volk” concept as the spiritual 

strength that was necessary for Prussian reinforce. For instance, Humboldt himself admitted in his 

own statement that the political multiplicity along with the cultural values it carries, were to be 

sacrificed to the independence of the nation37. Such flexible adaption at the cost of the core of the 

pursuit might hardly to be seen on the Romanticism scholarship, should they ever consider about 

the feasibility. Aside from this pragmatic orientation of the Prussian liberals, who to some degree 

led the transformation of the German community idea and made it compatible to the Prussian state, 

the patriotism and loyalty of the conservatives confined itself directly to the Prussian state. As a 

result of above, the political forces of different schools in Prussia were united on the stances and 

actions despite the whereabouts of their real loyalty. There has been, however, never any notion of 

Prussian particularity (aside from some restaurationists in Prussian provinces whose particularity 

referred to real interests of yesterday), as we have discussed elaborately in the German 

Romanticism idea, where German particularity serves as its main feature for the community bond. 

The understanding of German nationalism adherents in Prussia, was already distinctive from the 

former cultural nation with the ideal organism between the individual and its spiritual community 

Volk that forms up the Nation.
37 Wilhelm Humboldt, Caroline Humbolt. Wilhelm imd Caroline von Humboldt in ihren Briefen. IV. (1813) ed. Anna, 

v. Sydow, 130.
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How about the Romanticists reaction towards Prussian Nationalism and Prussian representation of 

Germany: those who backed up Prussia like Fichte or Schleiermacher, was partly in accordance 

with the Prussian nationalism idea of Prussia as a part of German states. But the way they reacted to 

Prussia was not treating it as a political reality as the Prussian liberals tried to materialize, in their 

eyes, Prussia was depicted as another idealized concept, a contemporary carrier of their ideal which 

was, in nature, nothing different from their glorified past. As a matter of fact, they generally found 

themselves in disapproval of the German version of “state based on rationality” -  what Prussia 

truly was.38

The support of Prussian political unification of Germany, however, was shifted largely in spite of 

the divergences of nationalism trends after 1815 when the independency of the German states were 

deprived and many German states, including the conservative force of Prussian state, were 

employed by the Habsburger. They became Mettemich's agent after the Vienna Conference, through 

its byproduct German Confederation and the Diet of the Confederation, leaving the Confederation 

with overwhelming Habsburger Austrian influence. An accommodation of the Nationalism ideas 

was urged, and the Prussian liberals were “driven to defend the territorial states by withholding 

allegiance from the existing embodiment of the idea of German national unity”, which was turned 

into scattered territorial liberalism by Mettemich and lost its unification goal. From 1819 on, the 

conservative force seized the political power in Prussia.39

The year 1848 was the second turning point. Up till this year, the national issue in the sense of 

political generation of Germany, became more seminal to German politics. The nationalism 

embodiment has shifted away fundamentally from the cultural sphere of the scholarship and liberal 

democrats under the weak German Confederation in early Prussian years, especially after the 

Frankfurt Convention failed in 1848, to the indication of nation heading towards Prussian 

nationalism. Both true loyal supporter of the Prussian empire and supporters aiming at utilizing this 

agenda for their higher purpose in the future, were all recruited in the cause. The Prussian 

nationalism unified the strengths within and solidified them all together in its national endeavor in 

German unification. However, in discussing the variety of groups of nationalist streams and the 

competence amongst them, does not necessarily suggest that the former nationalism ideas of the
38 Ibid. Walter Simon, (1954), 305-321.
39 Ibid. Walter Simon, (1954) 318, 320.
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liberates, even when they located themselves in a relative disadvantage position and of lighter sway 

in the general nationalism trend of the time, ceased to exist. Quite on the contrary, conflicts among 

different nationalist forces were often found in terms of understanding of German nation, in the 

intervention of German unification and state-building process (at least till 1871 when the unification 

of the German states was achieved under Prussia). To some degree, the accomplishment of the 

Prussian unification is an outgrowth of such constant competing and the corollary of it rather than 

from the Prussian statesmen and nationalists' cause and endeavor alone.

But the general picture in how to understand the German nation was indeed something else during 

this period. What could be defined as the biggest variation under Prussia and during Prussian 

expansion was the added sphere(s) of Nation from that of previous times, was the “unification of 

Germany” merely as a cultural state to the unification of a nation state -  the political creation of a 

German state with the traits of “converging of cultural, political and economic aspects of national 

idea40”. And this new consciousness of national belonging was generated upon the actual experience 

from the networks of social interchanging and in material existence, it isi as a psychological 

reflection of real social and economic bonds (in economic transaction, expansion of infrastructure, 

common currency, educational institution, military service etc.), of tangible and repetitive reality41. 

It was anchored on the real transformation of the state.

The Prussian perspective towards history also cut a clear border from the former idealistic reflection 

of the mystic state, and demonstrated a common trait amongst other national movements in central 

and eastern European countries. Not only its concerned period was much shorter and traceable but 

also strictly concerns the Prussian origins, the advocation on the common history and tradition were 

also with the purpose of dealing with the regional particularity problem specifically.

On the one hand, Prussian nationalists is leading a process of uniting the German states into one 

national institution(under Hohenzollem monarchy), on the other, the approach of the nationalists 

seeking for to build the national identity, also surpassed the classical model of building one 

institution in the political field, there were also voices advocating the realization of German nation

40 A summary by John Breuilly, “Nation and Nationalism in Modern German History.” The Historical Journal. Vol. 
33. No. 3. (1990) of the studies that published later in Der Weg zum Nationalstaat: Die deutsche Nationalbewegung 
vom 18. Jahrhundert bis zur Reichsgründung. ed. Hagen Schulze (Taschenbuch-Verlag, 1985) of the nationalism 
development of the Prussian time.

41 Celia Applegate, A Nation of Provincials: The German Idea of Heimat (University of California Press, 1990), 11- 
12.

25



through for example, economy42. The Prussian annexation of the German states was, as a matter of 

fact, partially realized thanks to the economic achievements beforehand, which provided not only 

direct economic interest alliance, but also presented itself as a possible way for Germany to realize 

its national unification and situate its national identity (a potential indication of German 

Sonderweg), as it was perceived by some people of that time. It includes the establishment (1834, 

on the prototype of Prussian custom union which was found in 1828) and enlarging of German 

Zollverein, the Prussian economic expansion of the 1850s and 1860s, all these convinced its public 

that: by surpassing its western rivals economically might be the German way to realize national 

unification rather than from the political perspective as every other western country die. The 1871 

politically united Prussia was already an economic entity: the polity stays under the economic sway 

and to some degree defined by it.

And how did it come to the result when, as it was mentioned at the beginning of this section, the 

liberal nationalists of the former mainstream advocations of Germany being a cultural state still 

continued to exist with certain strength and had its voice in this historical stage? The interactions 

and change of tensions between Prussian states and the liberal German nationalists must be 

mentioned in this discourse. It is built on the mutual appreciation of each others' potential of utility 

and the attempt of depriving it from one another. The contemporary nationalists at Prussia's 

expansion time thought of lending the power of Prussia to achieve the ideal/ to advance in the 

stages to the ideal of German unification in accumulated frustration in political circumstance 

(especially after 1848), and the Prussian state was also eager to lend power from the nationalism 

against Austria (its internal competitor within the Confederation) or France (its external competitor 

from the west). In fact, Bismarck as the most powerful defender of the Prussian rule, was proven to 

be the most professional exploiter of the nationalism sentiment in transferring the embodiment of 

the nation on the Prussian monarchy and free it from the other institutional political sways, in 

waging the nationalism purpose against the political oppositions he met. And by balancing the 

nationalism trend with other political forces, he managed to counteract centrifugal forces within the 

new Reich. He skillfully advocated the German nationality other than Prussian nationality on 

purpose to reach the political conformity during his chancellor terms to conquer his political 

challenge at different times. He guided the monarchy into the national cause and painted the 

monarch as German nationalist, Prussian army the bearer of German national idea, depicting the 

loyalty to the Prussian empire as the support for German Nationalism course, while his allegiance

42 Hagen Schulze, “German Identity,” review of A German Identity 1779-1990, by Harold James, The Historical 
Journal. Vol. 32. No. 4. (Cambridge University Press, 1989): 1005-1011.
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stayed to the Prussian state and monarchy downright.43

Bismarck's priority lies with Prussian state and monarchy, his endeavor of German unification is the 

unification of the whole German people under a single monarchic government, his policies, 

congruent with his ambition of the German state, are based on the state matrix of rational thinking 

of establishing and reinforcing this state. His method of realizing German unification at the Prussian 

hand is by employing his Realpolitik on the domestic and diplomatic matters, by the skilled political 

trickery -  manipulation and balancing of internal and external power structure to buttresse the 

monarchy. His consequential-based thinking drove him to adjust politic strategies on the given 

situation towards higher Prussian dominance, and to consolidate different powers, his measures also 

addressed concerns on all sides. This includes his social welfare program (more from socialists' 

influence), Kulturkampf -  cultural battle against Catholic power of the Lutherans (under liberalists' 

sway), industrialization initiatives and economic amalgamation to raise people's cultural 

participation in the state as well as to improve Prussia's competitiveness44.

Though the Prussian nationalists predominated among the German states with the unification in 

1871, however, the unsolved disturbances stayed under the unification. Neither the results of the 

economic union nor the super-construction of the political institution relieved the domestic tensions. 

This solitary political result, certainly, did not fit with with the Romanticists' expectation and 

ambition of national cause despite of the great power it brought the unified empire to45. To deal with 

this regional particularity inside of the empire that is consisted of multiple German states and 

regions, the idea of Heimat was “re-detected” to construct the individual and regional link to the 

national community (in action especially since the 1880s). This Heimat -  the codification of eternal 

German community, from the content perspective, shared quite some similarities to the imaginary 

ideal community Volk', no matter by its content of “the sharing of a common past(composed of 

history, nature and folklore) and future as well as its spatial restriction, allowing its constituent 

individual to remain themselves while shaping up the national community which was in a host of 

occasions anthropomorphized, the intimate triangle affinity from the individual to the humanized 

nature as well as to his community was also kept in the Heimat interpretation46; or by the way how a

43 Otto Pflanze, “Bismarck and German Nationalism,” The American Historical Review. Vol. 60. No. 3. (1955): 548- 
566.

44 Burke Matthew, Liberal Nationalism's Role in the Development of the German Nation-State (Historia, 2005), 136- 
149.

45 James Harold, A German Identity 1770-1990 (London: Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 1986), 32.
46 Alon Confino, “The Nation as a Local Metaphor -  Heimat, National Memory and the German Empire 1871-1918,” 

History and Memory Vol. 5. No. 1. (Indiana University Press, 1993): 42-86.
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core term that represented the very core of the Germans resurrected from the historical context and 

granted new meaning of the time-being. However, the traits this Heimat was endowed with, was not 

for shaping up some cultural community by the scholarship as a utopian pursuit, but for confirming 

and spreading (especially through the display of shared past) the community identity/national 

identity within the united German state under Prussia on the historical fact of the long-time split 

states behind.

The forms of perpetuating the idea were multiple and effective: it ranges from Heimatbucher -  

publications with Heimat theme, to Heimatkunde -  the curriculum of Heimat studies at schools, to 

museums and associations with Heimat idea that covered different social groups -  associations are 

particularly to be mentioned here as a vital channel and a new organizational form that reached out 

to a bigger coverage of social groups by matching its own divisions with the social divisions 

beforehand, the rising in association numbers after 1880s as well as the abundance of its division 

(according to various Biirgertum backgrounds) all demonstrated that47. These channels, came in 

pace with the rapid transitions of the modern time: new division of labor and social groups, new 

media, newly emerging social networking trends. The display of Heimat content and history was 

also, due to its purpose as the spiritual bond and social cohesion device within the state boundary, 

with more inclination on combining local particularity with embedded and localized “Germanness” 

-  every circumstance is its embodiment and each individual could fit himself in the scenes and 

stories. It was concrete enough that there were extracted image from the typical German towns and 

German families that could refer back to the Heimat idea, at the same time, it was vague enough to 

leave room for each of the individual to assume himself into.

One could thus see that this national identity behind Heimat was no longer a remote ideal produced 

and promoted by the intellectuals containing various possibilities of ideals respectively, but 

perceived and practiced through the real modem instruments into social reality and “collective 

experience48” of the populace, connecting them from the region to the nation, from individual to 

community. Its abundance lies in its collection and integration of the regional/local particularity 

based on reality -  not by ignoring them but by digesting them as a part that made its own 

contribution to the German nationhood. In concrete methodology, there proven to be invention of 

local traditions, overemphasizing and creation of regional history and social memory, the 

symbolization and projection of local landscape, architecture and everyday life, the visualization

48
Ibid. Alón Confino (1993): 50-51. 
Ibid. Alón Confino (1993): 50-51.
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and concretization of abstract idea etc. in different regions, which were all embraced by the larger 

national community -  the second empire. In other words, the national and regional loyalties are 

compatible and mutually reinforcing in this process49.

Along with such a concept, the crack between the older image of the community pursuit of nation, 

the national reality and the state associated with its achieved political, economical process, has been 

all carefully attended to. And this national image, with its expanded social coverage from the 

notables and intellectuals to a more generic social groups (politicalization of the mass), fueled the 

national imagination of the entire population and thus also buried the hidden peril for the zeal for 

the World War. The war was thematized with the Heimatization of Germany, it was seen as an 

opportunity for them to forge the German national community. Different political groups tried to fill 

in their agendas under the term so that they could exploit the national sentiment and gain the 

political force for their political purposes at the same time of course. In the war propaganda (both in 

the preparation mobilization and the morale lifting during the war), Heimat is also a frequent theme, 

especially the universal images of the German family and German countryside with Heimat 

incarnation.

The political and spiritual resonance that the Heimat idea gathered together provided a spiritual plea 

in German participation in the first World War, in the official channel for greater mobilizing power 

and in the thinking of the German people in the context of the stage that the German society was at. 

In the official channel, it was manifested in the voice of “a war between the German idealism and 

the materialism and utilitarianism of the rest of the world (majorly the west world)”, as well as 

“justifying the annexation plans of Germany and breaking the borders of the political factions to 

achieve unity within the country”50. A representative demonstration of this was the notorious tone of 

the “Burgfrieden”-Parole “I recognize no parties, but only Germans”51 from the German Kaiser 

vindicating the war as self-defense. Again, it was reflected actively and naturally from the thoughts 

and expressions of the populace, instead of coerced on them, they could spontaneously think of 

their own respective Heimat -  the homeland that they fight for is through these concretization 

graspable.

49 Celia Applegate, A Nation of Provincials: The German Idea of Heimat (University of California Press, 1990), 14. 
Eric Hobsbawm, “What Are Nations?” lecture in discussing the acceptance of local differences of large nations, 
Stanford University, 1985.

50 E. Scheerer, Organische Weltanschauung und Ganzheitspsychologie (Berlin: Sprinter, 1985). Prof. Dr. Carl 
Friedrich Graumann. Psychologie im Nationalsozialismus (Heidelberg: Sprinter Verlag, 1985), 28.

51 Wilhelm II. Verhandlung des Reichstags, Stenographische Berichte, Volume 306. lf. (1914/16). Originally in 
German ’’Ich kenne keine Parteien mehr, ich kenne nur Deutsche” in his speech in Reichstag on 04.08.1914.
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As for the reflection of this ideological development in the contemporary scholarship, it was more 

interwoven: there were some scholars around the first World War time, who analyzed the 

phenomenon of the mass reception of the German particularity and the tie between single individual 

and the German community, which formed the base of both the Volk and Heimat idea, trying to find 

an explanation for it in the social and ideological history: Hertwig went the way of political 

Darwinism (which he wrote to oppose Darwin's theory: instead of propagating for some “German 

Gemeinschaft” he used analogies in the material way and functional way. His functional 

interpretation of the idea of “Gesetz der physiologischen Integration” was used for the development 

of the “biological state”: in understanding the gestalt of the emphasis on the growing dependency 

between individual and the community as essential for forging the Staatsorganismus (the analogy 

itself refers to individual as molecular, composing the “organic state”; the biological feature was 

thus posed to be sine qua non to shape a well-functioning strongly centralized state, in which the 

harmonious interaction among the individual members was redeemed as a prerequisite)52; while 

Meumann trying to explain how the political autonomy of the individuals was leaned on the Volk 

idea -  a carrier where the individuals built spiritually and ethically entity in and shared with one 

another, so to maintain their own autonomy at its extreme form and the continuity of this autonomy 

through their physical existence in the entity. He explained the meaning of “solidarity” that was 

pursued, as the feeling of reciprocity of the entire society and the same feeling as individual 

obligation -  the belonging of individuals of a state (of the German nation) to the entity, as well as to 

each other53. In this interpretation of his, the content of the “Gemeinschaft” evolved and shifted in 

the mass understanding of the historical context in the prewar period along with the consciousness 

of nationalism, in which the fundamental social ethicality of the “Individuum” was built on the 

“Gemeinschaft”. And this thought of solidarity defined, in return, the close mutual relation of the 

conceptual “Individuum” and “Gemeinschaft” through each other and in each other.

After the war, the failure of Germany in the war and the aftermath of the revolutionary reactions 

definitely gave a final burst to the comprehension of the German nation. The “biologic state” idea 

was rekindled, gathering the people against the socialistic revolution, communistic revolution and 

also as expressing their critique on the liberal capitalism, proposing itself as the Sonderweg I Dritter 

Weg between socialism and liberalism, between capitalism and marxism54. The spokesperson after

52 Hertwig Oscar, Zur Abwehr des ethischen, des sozialen, des politischen Darwinismus (Jena: Verlag von Gustav 
Fischer, 1921), 34-36. Original text in German.

53 Meumann Emst, “Wesen und Bedeutungen des Nationalgefühls,” Zeitschrift für pädagogische Psychologie und 
Jugendkunde (1915): 94-105. Original text in German.

54 Ibid. E. Scheerer, (1985). Prof. Dr. Carl Friedrich Graumann, (1985), 28.
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the two scholars' interpretation during the interwar period was the Austrian philosopher and 

sociologist Orthmar Spann, who was considered as a forerunner of the “völkische Bewegung” of 

the National socialism, though a conceptual construct focus laid more reference back to holism 

consisting of Fachmänner -  a spiritual whole that is made of intellectuals and experts of all fields, 

which is in nature another idealistic pursuit from the one of the regime. In his Der Wahre StaaV5, a 

work as strong stand against the revolutionary movement from 1917 to 1920, he formulated his 

opinion clearly over how to form this organic state which is not based on race or ethnicity, but on 

the capacity that the individual brings along, he differentiates the “organic” from “homogeneous” 56.

The voice from German state in that period, was more backwards to the German ländliche tone, 

with Jakob von Uexküll as its head, stressing in his theory of biological state the countryside and its 

Erzeugungsorgane, brought up a biological state system in which the vocational position of the 

individual was elevated on the state matter, that promotes all kinds of professions (including the 

countryside people that were “deserted” by the industrialization trend) with diversity and regard 

professions as the unit that guarantees the functioning of the biological state57. In his opinion, the 

occupation of the individual was a transpersonal rule that channels the state to the individual, that 

individual contributes to build the biological state, the individual is under the state and the Volk is 

also under the state, at the state's service, in this sense, this “biological” feature has nothing to do 

with hegemony of the nation. The only racial factor it might contain could only refer to the 

categorization of the National Socialist regime of foreigners as parasite of the society, but still 

farfetched to the biological state idea of Uexküll's.

55 Ibid. Orthmar Spann, (1921).
56 Ibid. E. Scheerer, (1985). Prof. Dr. Carl Friedrich Graumann, (1985), 32-34.
57 J. v. Uexküll. “Staatsbiologie: Anatomie -  Physiologie -  Pathologie des Staates,” Deutscche Rundschau, Berlin, 

1920.
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Chapter Two. The interwar Germany milieux (till early 1930s)

The interwar Germany, in comparison to the entire development course of German Nation -  or the 

seeking of its unity and solidarity of German people, as it has been pursued under different terms 

and forms in the historical periods before, has been the most dissonant one with the biggest turn

over from all aspects since this German Nation idea has emerged. The discordant relation of the 

political and societal form of western democratic value based republic apparatus versus the fierce 

anti-western spiritual movement especially after the humiliation at the battle field, a shock in 

national identity that generated the Dolchstoßlegende among the people -  attacking the revolution 

and the newly-built republic, and in the end turned into political force and changed the entire 

political path and social structure to the Sonderwegf. At the same time, even after republican form, 

the totalitarian Third Reich managed to bring the entire split-up society and interest groups unified 

and acted under the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft in such short time, upon the total failure of the last 

patriotic attempt, with the cultural concept that was rooted back long time ago. How could such 

borders be drawn and how could the populace get integrated under such totally different, if not 

entirely poles apart from each other scheme works and what was the dynamics under each of them? 

If there was any real factors that sparkled a prairie fire, what socio-economical facts facilitated the 

forging of the two national integration despite of the non-compatible interests parties? And what 

interpretation of German ideal national community and restructuring program was presented by the 

NSDAP under the Volksgemeinschaft to have won legally the reception and consent of the large 

populace from the legitimized and stable voting system in the Weimar democracy?

The contrast in such a discontinuity in German context was actually analyzed by many scholars as 

the highly contributive factor itself for Germany to enter into the Third Reich, claiming that the 

discourse and concept that the National Socialist conjured up offered a vision through which all 

those conflict groups and rifts in the social differences (class differences as well as the split of 

interest groups inside of each class especially in the middle class) could be conquered in contrast 

with the blooming reality with no sign of solution, where there is neither hegemonic control nor the 

possibility of translating such national sentiments into political ideas and institutions.59 Since there

58 Kurt Sontheimer, Antidemokratisches Denken in der Weimarer Republik (Munich: Institut für Zeitgeshichte, 1962), 
42-44.

59 Moritz Föllmer, The Problem of National Solidarity in the Interwar Germany (UK: Oxford University Press, 2004),
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was no such “established political system and civil society” in the German history, then what social- 

economical facts, cultural and ideological trends in the interwar period led Germany to the arms of 

NSDAP? Why could not the Weimar democracy shoulder the national revival? Our analysis in this 

chapter would start with the economical obstacles.

Weimar was not only a parliamentary democracy built up on wreckage, the economy of the republic 

also started from the severe aftermath, which already led to the final military failure in the first 

World War60. Additionally to this, the war loss in the territory(concerning the natural resources in 

the lost area especially), population and assets(the merchant marines and the abroad assets) -  those 

accounted for large part of national revenue and plays a crucial role in leveling the international 

trade balance; last but vital and known-to-all, the war reparation -  which Germany was already not 

in the position for such a gigantic payment due to the former conditions61. This fact proves from the 

other objective perspective, that the crisis in the economical field was not the result majorly from 

the mis-operation of the republic, and this feature can actually be traced in many other spheres in 

the after-war democracy. However, the operation at the state level, especially the mismatch of all 

the sectors severed the problem of the single sector. A representative and most influential 

“mismatch” of economy and the welfare system could be account as the fatal one: “Weimar welfare 

state was more than a low growth economy could afford”62. And economic strategy, to the Nazi 

regime, was exactly one of the most crucial factors that has won the party a quick power 

assumption. The clear ideological preferences in the economic factor that the Nazi regime had 

achieved, especially due to the fact that the economic recovery in the early 1930s was still way 

away from the pre-war economic standard (the growth of the economy achieved by 1938 the first 

time the level of pre-war Germany of 1913), would thus be a vital phenomenon to look close upon. 

Moreover, “the economic recovery lies at the centre of the 'positive' view of the Reich” especially in 

the aspect of the rate and level of the recovery during the Depression worldwide with its economic 

schemes63, thus making it a salient factor in the analysis of supporting for the Reich throughout.

The economic situation throughout the interwar period was characterized by interval depressions 

and unstable booms along with abnormal traits that were not supposed to come along with a

217-218.
60 German debts amounted to 150 billion marks in 1918, twice of its prewar national income.
61 Dietmar Petzina, “Problems in the Social and Economic Development of the Weimar Republic,” in Towards the 

Holocaust: the Social and Economic Collapse of the Weimar Republic. (1983), 50.
62 R. J. Oveiy, The Nazi Economic Recovery 1932-1938. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 9. First 

edition 1982 by Macmillan Press.
63 Ibid. R. J. Oveiy. (1996).
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booming economy. Some of the problems that were witnessed during this period were actually long 

rooted in the economy, but sharpened and expanded its influence given the additional grim factors 

after the war. But all in all, the traits could be summarized as: the lack of capital and the heavy 

relying on the foreign capital, the high unemployment rate that fluctuated along with policies and 

economic situations but never managed to find a solution to alleviate eventually during this entire 

period, the inflation along with the currency reforms and monetary policies which are also with 

severe dependency on the foreign powers. And at last, the economic policy that the state carried out 

before the Third Reich seized power, was also contributed by the psychological factor of the public 

and the authorities. When we discuss here how this has led to the rise of the NSDAP and Hitler, it 

does not necessarily suggest that the former government and related organizations have taken short

sighted measures or there could have been better option in the setting that can avoid a similar 

circumstance, but more objectively taking the interwar economy as a whole to observe and study 

which conditions has left the Party rooms to win support with its policies from the economic point 

of view. The economic traits of the 13 years under the reign of the republic could be summarized as 

following:

1. Foreign Capital Factor

It is considered widely, that the extreme dependency on the foreign capital counts as the prime 

culprit of economic situations64. Its high proportion in the entire capital market -  amounting with 

gross 5,3 percent of German national income and a net after subtracting the reparations and 

allowance of 2,1 percent of the national income, made the foreign capital inflow and outflow vital 

for both financial and industrial fields65. The dependency itself in return, along with the feature of 

the velocity of the foreign capital, served as both the major cause of the instability of the economic 

booming and contraction, a restriction for monetary policy change, as well as an ostensibly positiver 

index in comparison with real domestic productivity made the entities difficult to comprehend the 

real economic situation concerning their business decisions and behaviors of the time point, which 

would lead to structural imbalance, misinvestment, overinverstment of different scale. The 

repercussions of those miscalculation exacerbated the economy and enhance the dependency on the 

foreign capital chain further, in the later period of 1920s, when the Great Depression hit the global 

capital market, German economy found itself more vulnerable and devastating in this total 

aftermath.

64 See for example Dietmar Petzina, Die Deutsche Wirtschaft in der Zwischenkriegszeit (Wiesbaden, 1977), 92-95.
65 Data from Stephen A. Schuker, “American “Reparations” to Germany, 1919-33,” Princeton Studies in 

International Finance. Nr. 61. (1988): 19-20.
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And how did the Weimar economy come to this unsound investment structure? The acute capital 

scarcity in German capital market after the WWI due to the war spending and the reparation burden 

of the Versailles Treaty. The Versailles Peace Treaties, to take lesson from the history and avoid 

repeating the “revenging circle” of French-Prussian War of French Alsace-Lorraine, intentionally 

went lightly with French demand of Rhineland on the territorial occupation(though the lost of land 

was restricted to 1/10 but Germany lost also vital natural resource basis), and instead of it, the Allies 

put emphasis on demanding their reparation bill for their damages in the war and its financial 

stipulations elicited “the second round of war” from the economical sphere: its unrealistic demand 

for the huge amount of compensation on the basis of its national deficit and economical crisis with 

repeatedly testing for the German capacity of paying to scale it down (including the amending 

Dawes Plan and Young Plan) on the one side66; and the Article 234 of the treaty, on the other side, 

could also of psychological significance and might have left a scope for the German passive 

economical policy in the later inflation and depression years, and influencing peoples confidence in 

the economy, which also affects the investment market67.

At the same time, the economic and financial status in Germany regarding the capital sources: (on 

the basis of national debt due to the war) the hyperinflation in solving the demobilization problems 

from 1919 to early 1924 (till the issuing of the new currency Rentensmark) generated monetary 

reform, which destroyed stocks of working and liquid capital(including the savings, pensions and 

incomes based on the rates of interest, which the middle class -  the domestic investors was largely 

affected68). The total capital resources of the monetary institutions in the republic has dropped to69:

End of 1913: Mrd. prewar Marks End of 1923: Mrd. Rentenmarks

Savings banks 19,7 0,1
Banks 13,4 2,7

C ooperative credit 
societies

4,6 0,4

66 The original reparation claim was 132 billion marks, between 1924 and 1932, 20 billion marks was paid and 
returned as foreign capital particularly from the US.

67 “The Reparation Commission would, after May 1st 1921, have the power to extend the time of payment and modify 
the form of payment after reviewing Germany's resources and capability. The decision to cancel any part of the debt 
could not be carried out except with the authority of the governments represented in the Commission.” Versailles 
Treaty, Article 234.

68 Arthur van Riel and Arthur Schram, “Weimar Economic Decline, Nazi Economic Recovery, and the Stabilization of 
Political Dictatorship,” The Journal of Economic History. Vol. 53. No. 1. (1993): 77.

69 See i.e. Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, The Stabilization o f the Mark (Geneva, 1927), 190.
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Insurance institutions 6,3 1,2
Total 44,0 4,4

The issuing of the new currency ceased inflation, but the high interest rate of the new currency still 

restricted the capital market, followed but un unsuccessful liberal credit policy, a credit rationing 

again permeated the capital market and produced many bankruptcies70.

Another factor that might stimulate the growth of the economy, especially for Germany -  a country 

who “relied on high export base to sustain growth”, managed during 1919 to 1924 only between a 

half to three-quarters of the level of 1913. To an export-oriented economy, the impact of the world 

economy is even heavier: the sluggish growth of the world trade throughout the 1920s, the 

unilateral protective and defensive policies from the external markets; the war reparations and after- 

war treaty again, exerted on the export in German loss of industrial regions and restrictions in 

aircraft and armaments and caused additional burden to balance of payments71. The Dawes Plan in 

1924 took about 2 years to stabilize the currency and set the adjustments till having positive 

influence on German export, but under the grim circumstance, export still dropped 31 percent in 

comparison to the level of 1913 till 1927/29 -  the end of the “booming period”. At the break of 

global Great Depression 1929, Germany witnessed a turing point in the trade-cycle but majorly due 

to the decline of the profit expectation (in the aftermath of Young Plan) and the high level of the 

interest rate in the capital market72. When Germany really was under the sway of the global crisis, 

the trade in contrary embraced a surplus in foreign trade due to the worldwide price fall in 

foodstuffs and raw materials -  which is the major import products of Germany and favored German 

trade balance and turned it a surplus. This continued in 1932 and 1933 with 1.0(exports 5.7/imports 

4.7), 0.7(exports 4.9/imports 4.2) billion RM respectively73.

The volume of the foreign capital during this time, however, has been on constant growth in spite of 

its fluctuation due to the domestic monetary policies. Three phases could be generally drawn to 

observe the form of capital inflow stream from early 1920s to 1933: speculation in the mark, long- 

and short-term capital inflow including bond finance, interbank lending and direct foreign 

investment, and a default of long-term bond debt. And it circulated in the economy in the way of

70 C. W. Guillebaud, The Economic Recovery o f Germany: From 1933 to the incorporation o f Austria in March 1938 
(London, 1939).

71 Ibid. R. J. Oveiy, (1982), 14-15.
72 Ibid. C. W. Guillebaud, (London, 1939), 15-16.
73 Data from H. Mommsen, D. Petzina and B. Weisbrod, Industrielles System und politische Entwicklung in der 

Weimarer Republik (1974), 483.
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allowing the people to maintain the living standards higher than the productivity in the sphere of 

increase of wages/salaries, the reduction of working time, the abnormal gains in the low-productive 

sectors, and allowed the government to expand government expenditures74. There has been a 

process of the spreading of the investment, the most profitable and productive sectors to the 

inefficient and uneconomic units, in some industries there is also problem of over- 

investment(especially in the iron, steel and cement industry).

On the other side, the feature of foreign investment decided, that the capital reacts quickly both to 

the domestic monetary policy and to the political winds, and normally in negative correlation to the 

interest rate when there is no specific political issue to be concerned. This restricted further the 

restriction of currency in circulation through interest rate and exaggerated the effect of external 

political factor (e.g. Dawes Plan 1924 and Young Plan 1929 triggered directly after the acceptance 

of the German side considerable inflow and outflow of foreign capital respectively). This vicious 

cycle left the investment structure unsound and the economic development highly dependent as well 

as lack of budgetary discipline, buried greater risk for the Great Depression period and the economy 

in general, especially when we take it in consideration that a great share of the foreign capital was 

used to meet the full reparation annuities, the depression and contraction along with the withdraw of 

foreign capital proven to be even more catastrophic.

2. Inflationary and Deflationary Crisis

Inflation, as another top (monetary) trait that marks Weimar economy during the 1920s, went 

through three successive stages of violent inflation, relative stabilization and accelerating deflation. 

It began slowly in 1919 and continued at a moderate rate throughout 1920 and 1921 -  where there 

was no government intervene to be seen to contain its extent but only to foster it: deficit economic 

policy was adapted by the state and more money was printed for a temporary debt liquidation 

appearance and employment appearance, which of course aggregated the inflation trend75; 

culminating in mid-1921 to 1923 with the three comparative indexes: the excessively price increase 

to money supply, increase of exchange rate to domestic prices, the perceived money shortage to the 

gigantic currency in circulation76; from the latter part of 1922 until 1923, the old currency has been

74 Ibid. StephenA. Schuker, (1988), 21-22.
75 Ibid. Dietmar Petzina, (1983), 52.
76 David Laidler and George Stadler, “Monetary Explanations of the Weimar Republic's Hyperinflation: Some 

Neglected Contributions in Contemporary German Literature,” Journal o f Money, Credit and Banking. Vol. 30. 
No. 4. (Ohio State University Press, 1998): 817.
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losing almost all its purchasing power at an unprecedented tempo, till Nov. 1923 the Rentenmark11 

was introduced as new currency at the collapse of the old currency, with the circulation of both 

Rentensmark and Reichsmark and the withdrawing of the substitute currencies, accounting all the 

adjustment along with the issuing of new currency, whose real stabilization of hyperinflation was 

realized in the year of 1926, in between which the Dawes Plan in September of 1924 replaced 

Reichsmark and Rentensmark -  a currency that based directly on gold; its circulation has been on 

the rise since 1925 to 1929. Till early 1930s when severe deflation followed78.

The hyperinflation in the early 1920s could date back to the inflation during the war and results 

directly of the war: from both “the economic waste of the war years” along with the method of how 

Germany financed the War were to be blamed for; at the same time, the Allied countries, 

particularly France, carrying their own war loans from the United States, held the suspicion that 

Germany destroyed its economy on purpose to avoid the payment of the war reparation. In the 

Versailles Treaty, the German reparation was calculated in gold mark, namely the amount of gold 

that per mark represents before the war, and the reference from gold mark to US Dollar was 4 to 1 

in the year of 1921. In 1923, the exchange rate was to the highest point 4 trillion to 1 approximately. 

The hyperinflation that lasted till 1924 through the re-denomination of the currency from 

Reichsmark \o Rentenmark', in the relative stabilized period from 1924 to 1928, “all groups 

benefited from the prosperity” especially in comparison with the former war and inflation phases, 

thanks to the progress on the Sozialpolitik, expansion of public infrastructure (public expenditure 

for social purposes quadrupled since 1913), the living standard of all populace was generally 

elevated: wages increased more proportionally, reaching 87.3% to the national GNP 1925 through 

1929; followed by the spring of 1929, when the financial system showed an inkling of its problems 

in the breaking up of one major insurance, in foreign exchange and in public loan flotation, the 

revision of Dawes Plan was clashed over79; and what came next was already the Great Depression, 

whose impact hit Weimar Germany from March of 1930, when the government responded with a 

deflationary reaction. Along with which the growth of doubts and dissatisfaction from the populace 

to the liberal institutions was initially raised in the first phase, continued growing till it is sharpened 

in the last phase when there was barely any confidence to the government.80

77 Based on first mortgage on German industry, commerce and agriculture. It was issued to the extent of 2,400 
million.

78 Ibid. C. W. Guillebaud, (1939), Chapter 1.
79 Albrecht Ritschl, “'Dancing on a Volcano': The Economic Recovery and the Collapse o f Weimar Germany, 1924- 

33, ” in The World Economy and National Economies in the Interwar Slump (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003), 105-106.
80 Ibid. Dietmar Petzina, (1983), 51-56.
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In general, the deficit policy would be in favor of the employees while the entrepreneurs would 

benefit more from the deflationary policy. In the Weimar case, its inflationary policy till the late 

1920s, despite of its disastrous effect on the economy and politics of the state in general, had also 

different influence on individual groups, to some small groups of people also positive. For instance, 

in the hyperinflation, the wealth and claims of the old middle class and the self-employed were the 

cost while the employees and industrialists, entrepreneurs managed to benefit from either full 

employment or large profits and farmers and immobility holders, while the rentiers lost both their 

wealth and means of income, such upheavals of course come with relevant political and social 

consequences, as a positive correlation of the least benefited group and the most politically 

radicalized was to be witnessed in the general trend.

As for the deflationary policies which were carried out majorly under three Chancellors starting 

from Bruning in the early 1930s, who explained his very own policies of that time in his memoir 

with his intension of “subordinating fiscal policy to reparation policy so as to lift the constraints on 

borrowing” combining with his concerns with the early 1920s inflation experiences81. It was mostly 

under mercilessly attack of the fiscal expansion advocators (especially by the Keynesian theory 

supporters of the 1950s)82, claiming that the fiscal and monetary restriction intensified the pressure 

on the already worse economy, though later offset by some other relative dissident categorized 

historians with comprehensive analysis in the circumstances that Brüning faced as well as his no

choice situation: aside from the considerations from his perspectives, there were also factors to be 

taken into account like for instance the labor market pressure, the combining effect of weak 

productivity and the excessively rising wages, the underinvestment(both externally and from the 

internal business cycle), the monetary constraint of the reparation bill that was fixed and reinforced 

through Young Plan, under Young Plan also the gold-basing currency standard regulation that 

allows the internationalization of the financial crisis83...

The inflationary crisis in the earlier years and the deflationary crisis in late Weimar were perceived 

totally differently as individual phenomenon in the German interwar economy(particularly by the

81 Brüning Heinrich, Memoiren 1918-1934 (Stuttgart: Deutsche Ring-Verlag, 1970)
82 See for example Erbe René, Die Nationalsozialistische Wirtschaftspolitik 1933-1939 im Lichte der modernen 

Theorie (Zurich: Polygraphischer Verlag, 1958).
83 See Borchardt Knut, “A Decade of Debate about Brüning's Economic Policy,” in Economic Crisis and Political 

Collapse: The Weimar Republic 1924-1933 (Oxford, 1990), 99-103. Borchardt thinks the German recovery in 1920s 
was already full of problems and when the crisis broke out, the government faced objective restrictions that negated 
other alternative, and the government already operated despite of these restrictions. Also see Nicholas H. Dimsdale, 
Nicholas Horsewood and Arthur van Riel, “Unemployment in Interwar Germany: An Analysis of the Labor Market 
1927-1936,” The Journal of Economic History. Vol. 66. No. 3. (Cambridge University Press, 2006): 780.
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economic historians), as it is also logical with the result of how the Republic succeeded and failed at 

each challenge. The two slumps, however, shared much more in common than how their respective 

contribution of the final failure of the Weimar Republic were, in the degree of their severity, in the 

execution of presidential power, the practice of a “command economy”, making a precedent and 

setting the stage for the national intervene and the eventual diversion to the totalitarian alternative 

from the financial point of view.84

3. Unemployment and Structural Deficiency

If fluctuations and phases are still to be captured when describing the economic situation in the 

1920s, the unemployment rate would be more wicked in almost the entire time span. The policies 

and the counterstrategies towards the 3 major economic crisis were all drawn with particular 

consideration of the unemployment matter, even when it served purely as contemporary solution at 

the cost of deepening some chronic economic problems or at the cost of causing new economic 

potential trouble in other fields of the economy.

From after the war to 1923 especially during the economic crisis 1920-1921, the inflation matter 

were to a considerable degree in sacrifice of tackling unemployment by government not employing 

deflation policies like other countries did, who were also hit by the inflation, though the German 

slump was considered as the most dramatic one; to the economic crisis 1925-26 in sacrifice of 

enhancing the dependence on the foreign capital through deficit spending policies, by targeting 

unemployment with tax reductions, subsidies and public expenditures; the way how these two crisis 

were handled basically led to the dead-end of the Great Depression 1929-1930/31, the sum of 

unemployed people reached 6 million and stayed at this level as one result of the Great Depression 

and lasted until after Hitler was appointed85. Concrete (recorded) changes in number since 1924 are 

to be mentioned as following in relation to macro policies:

01.1924 Issuing Rentenmark 1,533,000
04.1924 Liberal Credit Policy 700,000
04.-09.1924 Drastic Credit Rationing Widespread unemployment
09.1924 Dawes Plan: new Rentenmark improved

84 Niall Ferguson, “Constraints and Room for Manoeuvre in the German Inflation o f the Early 1920s,” The Economic 
History Review, New Series. Vol. 49. No. 4. (Wiley, 1996): 636.

85 Gerald Feldman, “Industrialists, Bankers and the Problem o f Unemployment in the Weimar Republic,” Central 
European History Vol. 25. No. 1. (Cambridge University Press, 1992): 79-83.
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1925 Great Stinnes Concern Collapse 646,000

1926 Unstable Boom Over 2,000,000

1927S6/1928 Unstable Boom 1,353,000

1929 Unstable Boom 1,892,000

1930/31 Great Depression Extensive unemployment

1931 Contraction under Brunning 4,520,000

193287 Contraction under Brunning 5,880,000
* Source: C. W. Guillebaud, The Economic Recovery o f Germany: 1933-1938

The instant and direct relatedness of the unemployment status to other state policies and its 

immediate reaction to state invention could be seen from the table above; the absolute number of 

the unemployed in the entire 13 years has remained extensively high for most of the time with 

interval fluctuations as the chart below would indicate.

NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED REGISTERED

On the one side, the world economy has dominance in anchoring the tone of German economy no 

matter from its export orientation on the economic growth, or its dependency on the grand amount

86 In 1927 compulsory unemployment insurance Unemployment Insurance Program had been introduced.
87 Since 1931 the unemployment benefits were heavily reduced and in 1932 state insurance scheme was incapable of 

meeting the payment.
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of foreign capital in the interwar economy88, or the direct influences of the Allied countries had on 

the German soil through the institutional channel; on the other, the domestic economy has its own 

contribution in generating prehistoric high unemployment.

The dim economic performance before the crisis sets off and the after-war compensation burden are 

of course parts of the reason, but the development of German economy overall already has had its 

own problem apart from the externalities: the close link of the industry to the banking system and 

the educational structure; the high dependency of the industrial growth on export; the weakness of 

the social and industrial imbalance especially when a comparison is made among the agriculture, 

small shopkeepers and craftsmen to the manufacturai industry: the indicator of such an imbalance 

could be seen through the allocation of capital and working force (including the policy linings), the 

rate of price increasing of products from different industries, the income and the purchasing power 

of the people from each industry89. And such advantages of the latter was not forged under Weimar 

in the first place. The rationalization of the industries, which started at the end of 19 th century in 

Germany, was incomplete and later further interrupted by the World War. The problems caused by 

such imbalanced development, which were disguised under the vigorous economic momentum 

before, and now exposed exhaustively in the interwar crumpling economy, this hidden peril just 

popped up along with other loopholes.

Take a look in the situation in major industries. Among the blue-collar labor: in the middle 1920s 

under hyperinflation, French occupation of Ruhr area, reparation controversy over a half left 

unemployed or underemployed, with the rest of the workers holding half of the real wages 

compared to before the inflation; between 1924-1930 benefited the social legislation and economic 

boom among the workers in general in the aspect of employment status, but along with the 

industrial rationalization process there were structural unemployment with the unskilled; in the 

aftermath of Great Depression, employment rate of the workers in the major industries dropped 

down again dramatically(in a range of two fifth up to three quarters as it was cited), with the decline 

of income for the rest on-job workers and decline of compensation duration and amount from the 

government's social legislation for the laid-off, which in the end brought down the Coalition of the 

right and left parties that managed to offset in the middle. For the self-employed old middle class 

and farmers, who were not directly concerned by the unemployment but the worldwide agricultural 

depression -  including “decreasing yields, international price collapse for agricultural products,

88 Refer to the analysis of the “Foreign Capital” section in this chapter.
89 Ibid. R. J. Oveiy, (1982), 13-15.
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stagnation in agricultural products consumption”, suffered additionally also from the combination 

of not benefiting from governmental program and being forced to sustain as contributors for the 

social benefit system through means of paying interests, tax etc and thus also went through 

substantial “hidden unemployment” and the worsening of social position90. From the horizontal 

view of various vocations among the “old middle class”, the economic interdependence among 

them would to some extent also explain their “hidden unemployment” status when the profit decline 

was witnessed at one group. As for the new middle class (the white-collar workers and officials at 

the government), the unemployment of the white-collar workers was caused majorly due to the 

modernization as the cost of business efficiency improvement after 1925 and at the strike of the 

Great Depression after 1930; while the government officials indirectly through the austerity 

program.91 In sharp contrast to the roaring unemployment rate was the tremendous drop on the 

insurance benefits and its coverage, the percentage of the unemployed on the dole declined from 

83.2% to 37.8% from 1928 to 193192.

If only the aftermath has stayed in the economic field, its detriment might still not be so ruinous. 

The partial rationalization of the economic structure had its social consequence, a set of changes 

took off in the traditional social structure along with the productive and distributive process, 

generation of structural instability -  which worsened further during and after the war, as well as 

under Weimar and its unstable economy93. The first to be affected was the old intermediate stratum, 

which accounted for in total more than half of the population in the German society in number. 

According to the backgrounds the “middle class” now consists of two general kinds and lost thus its 

homogeneousness.

Those whose conventional occupation in the pre-industrial era was found not favored in such an 

economical transformation. This includes the small artisans, peasants and small manufacturers and 

shopkeepers -  the “old middle class” as it was called, were facing social and economical 

deterioration, and this disadvantaged situation of theirs was not properly handled by the bourgeois 

political elite that led the republic; at the same time, the “new middle class” -  the white collars and

90 Ibid. Dietmar Petzina, (1983), 54.
91 Brustein William, The Logic of Evil: The Social Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933 (Yale University Press, 

1998), 65-77, 120-123.
92 Adamy W. and J. Steffen, “‘Arbeitsmarktpolitik’ in der Depression: Sanierungsstrategien in der 

Arbeitslosenversicherung 1927-1933,” Mitteilungen aus der Arbeitsmarkt- und Berufsforschung. Vol. 17. (1982): 
276-91.

93 Moritz Follmer, The Problem of National Solidarity in the Interwar Germany (UK: Oxford University Press, 2004), 
212. See also Larry E. Jones, “'The Dying Middle’- Weimar Germany and the Fragmentation of Bourgeois 
Politics,” Central European History. Vol. 5. No. 1. (Cambridge University Press, 1972): 22-24.
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wage earners that were proven to be favored in the industrial development trend, was stimulated in 

the new order in ascendence, growing both in numbers and in power, posing a sharp contrast to the 

former94. The tearing of the interest groups “for material betterment and state/public recognition” 

took shape inside of the middle class while their own bourgeois elite in politics held a more 

ideological agenda with little regard of the real conflicts95. The result of this was the two groups had 

sought for new political representation depending on their stance in the new order: the “old middle 

class” found during Weimar their own parties with special interests, while the “new middle class” 

attempted to seek for influence within the parties existed, and especially inside of People's 

Party(DVP) and German Nationalist Party(DNVP) and the Catholic Center Party(Center). Their 

antagonism within the class and the fear for losing their own status in competition -  the nationalist 

rhetoric and the völkische tones as method to win more support, also contributed to the rightwards 

political trend, which was eventually exploited by the Nazi for power seizure.

It is the industrialization and rationalization of the industries that generated new production method 

and the new occupation, allowed social mobility, formed up new groups of middle class and divided 

the middle stratum through it. Along with the shifts of the occupation fields of middle class 

constituents, the core value that marked the former feudalism under Prussia in regard of the social- 

economical order, also changed. It is a termination of the value that occupational role was regarded 

as the central point for an individual to connect and position himself in the society through “a fusion 

of aristocratic and artisan standard”, where one's self-realization and contribution to the community 

is performed and expressed in the progress of earning one's livelihood; and such partition in the new 

value (an “alienation” of individual from the society through the fact that working means nothing 

more than work itself) in the industrial society, within its abundant categories of job opportunities, 

has its political consequence: “the political relevance of tensions resulting form inequalities in 

social status” was reduced96. The instability and frequency of power shifting is then inevitable, the 

political coalitions shall change along with the interests' alliances, and the voters mobilize within 

their specific blocs according to the interests. As an aggregate reaction of such change of value, 

people's political assertion of a specific political camp also got reduced along with its base: there 

were at the same time a withdraw from the political involvement(dimension, manner, intensity of 

stance) and a general orientation towards one's private life97.

94 The theoretical distinction according to sociological character of “old middle class” and “new middle class” see 
Fritz Marbach, Theorie des Mittelstands (Bern, 1943), 188-198.

95 Ibid. Moritz Föllmer, (2004), 27.
96 Erwin Scheuch, “Continuity and Chanqe in German Social Structure,” Historische Sozialeforschung. Vol. 13. No. 

2. (1988): 50-52.
97 Ibid. Erwin Scheuch, (1988), 52.
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Aside from the economic interests' and social status' perspective, streams inside of the middle class 

were also divided into different groups according to religious believing (Catholic/Protestant 

accordingly); splintered into vehicles of short-lived and orientation-blurred bourgeois parties: each 

of them insignificant and none of which managed to consolidate the majority of the middle strata, to 

set aside the above-mentioned cleavages of either interests or ideologies, demagogically pander to a 

broader electorate and represent all of their political interests and defend them all, just as the united 

organization and clear-oriented political elites of the proletariats' or the large entrepreneurs' 

representatives did. The social and economical change resulted in the fall of the traditional middle 

class parties, both in the liberal and in the conservatives. The lack of consolidation inside of a party 

led to the lack of voters for single party groups, since the interests inside of a group could always 

split further in elaboration and the constant emerging of new parties and interest groups. The 

vicious circle went along: to gain bigger electorate popularity, the orientation of the parties became 

more ambiguous: this includes some major parties that were aware of the partial representation that 

they covered and the dead-end situation in a broader political representation of the middle class in 

this situation), hold their assessment nominal; while the splinter parties with special interest trying 

to integrate voters from other classes or interest groups in in real, whose gaining of new electorate 

bloc is but usually ineffective and numerally less than the loss of its original electoral group in the 

end. The integration with the purpose of winning bigger electorate led to a party with divergent 

interest groups other than representing the middle class generally and endowing it with bigger 

power, with not necessarily more supporters gained.98

On the other side, the fragmentized middle class groups made attempts from their side to forge 

interclass alliance with other social groups that represent their interests at the moment while the 

parties trying integrating electorate supports from all social classes. In the National Assembly of 

1919, Social Democratic Party(SPD), Center and German Democratic Party(DDP) formed the 

majority and the coalition (a leftwards coalition), all the three parties witnessed a decline in suffrage 

at the first election of the Bundestag in 1920 and lost the coalition's parliamentary majority, a year 

after the Assembly: Center lost its Bavarian supporter, who found their own new regional Catholic 

party; the former electorate of DDP split into backing DVP and DNVP -  the prewar liberals' and 

conservatives' party respectively; even the SPD, who stayed after fluctuation still the strongest on 

the Weimar political stage, lost some not too small parts of the electorate to the Independent Social

98 Ibid. Larry E. Jones, (1972): 24-28. The concept of “integration party” was brought up by Sigmund Neumann in his 
work Die Parteien der Weimarer Republik (1965), 105-110.
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Democrats(USPD)99. Up to 1924, two elections in a year, with the first one gains on far right and far 

left due to the economic crisis and Dawes Plan marked by its anti-republic feature; and in the 

second election in the same year, only SPD was left with adequate support among the former 3 

major parties from the ruling block, the DNVP got the biggest gain while the minority ruling block 

did not managed to win back the working majority100.

In the mean time, the parties that were holding the scattered middle strata electorate before like 

DDP, DVP and DNVP were weakened by even minor bourgeois fragmentized groups as internal 

conflicts taking place. Between 1924 to 1928, the bourgeois governments managed to make 

compromise among various interest groups under DVP and Center chancellors, but such 

collaboration did not bring consensus, instead, the splitting inside of coalition bloc divided in the 

national institutions and special interest parties' support taking even bigger share in the entire 

electorate. Acute political crisis was to be witnessed: the minority governments did not last long 

after the election and was replaced by another minority government and the political splintering 

continued further in the election in 1928 with a Grand Coalition, when Gustav Streseman (DVP) 

passed away in 1929, the dissolution of dominant bloc interests was also reflected directly on the 

government constituencies and policies worsened101. In 1930, another Grand Coalition under the 

lead of SPD -  who holds the biggest share of the vote, resigned from the government due to the 

dissension inside of the ruling bloc on the unemployment insurance program and the financial crisis 

as a result of the Great Depression102. The government from then on was without the support of 

parliamentary majority. SPD's political bargaining by not joining the coalition, along with the power 

shifting inside of Nazi -  the loss of power of left wing Nazi faction led by Gregor Strasser killed 

eventually lost power in restricting Nazi extremist right.

Lack of political unity meant for middle class the loss of political weight and strong enough 

political representative, this does not necessarily mean that the middle class was radicalized, though 

the middle class did turned away from the former and traditional voter identification with liberalism 

and conservatism parties, but more stick onto the character of its fragmentization103. Combining 

with the political force and social influence that the German middle class has always been holding,

99 Roderick Stackelberg, Hitler's Germany: Origins, Interpretations, Legacies (London: Routledge, 1999), Chapter 6.
100 Bundestag Research Section WD1, Elections in Weimar Republic (2006).
101 David. Abraham, “State and Classes in Weimar Germany,” Politics & Society 7. No. 3. (1977): 260-261.
102 Christian Stogbauer, “The Radicalization of the German Electorate -  Swinging to the Right and Left in the Twilight 

of the Weimar Republic,” European Review of Economic History. Vol. 5. (Cambridge University Press): 251-280. 
Here refers to 258 specifically.

103 Thomas Childers, The Nazi Voter: The Social Foundations of Fascism in Germany 1919-1933 (London: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1983), 126-127.
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it did not only undermined the stability of the existing party system under the parliamentary 

democracy, but evinced the reintegration of all the extremely split interest groups or political 

wings1"4. A variation of the supporting rate of different parties and the coalition formed upon the 

election result showed below:

Percentage of the Vote Obtained by the Parties and Coalitions Formed
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SOURCES: Bernhard Vogel el •)., Wahltn in Otulichland (Berlin. New York, 1971), pp. 296, 297; Heinrich Slriefler, D tu lith t Wahltn in Biidtr und Zahltn 
(Du.Kldorf, 1946), pp. 67, 68, Max Schwarx, MdR (Hanover, 1965), pp. 822, 82J; S. M. Llprel, Political Man (Garden City. N .Y .i Doubleday Anchor, I960), 
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If we take another view from the party's side to get a grand picture of political streams despite of the 

fragmentization and swing in the political fields, we may take David Abraham's analysis of the 

composition of the primary social groups of each party listed in the chart: KPD's (German 

Communist Party) supporter principally from working class and the unemployed; SPD mainly 

working class and middle class; DDP chiefly from liberal industry, urban commercial groups, 

intellectuals and family peasants; Center according to its religious camp consists of Catholics from 

all classes especially from workers and peasants; DVP primarily from urban middle class, white- 

collar workers, mainline industry and haute bourgeoisie; DNVP largely from urban middle class, 

military and rural elite as well as Protestant peasants; while NSDAP, originally from Protestant 

middle class, succeeded in attracting Mittelstand whose economic existence provided no basis for 

unity1"5. A strong social class and economic interests mirroring was to be detected when tracing 

back to its respective composition, combined with the figures of the voting results in various parties 

in the chart above reiterated David's conclusion that “through parties form in the democratic system, 

no bloc could be formed sufficiently homogenous to unify the dominant classes and sufficiently 

popular to obtain or organize political support” in the entire interwar period, with a big question 

mark on the political representation of such party politics1"6. So, what political frame was set on 

earth in the Weimar time to allow such political fragmentization and frequent shifts? What result of
104 Ibid. Larry E. Jones, (1972), 38.
105 Ibid. David Abraham, (1977), 245-247.
106 David Abraham, “Constituting Hegemony: The Bourgeois Crisis of Weimar Germany,” The Journal o f Modern 

History. Vol. 51. No. 3. (University of Chicago Press, 1979): 417-433.
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party politics competition was to be seen with such characteristics of different interest groups and 

political fractions?

First and foremost, the ground for such a variation and fragmentization in the political 

representativeness: the Weimar political system. As the first democratic political system in the 

German history, the political mechanism in Weimar was based on the mutual restriction of power of 

different bodies: President with ceremonial role but no real power; chancellor equal to prime 

minister, responsible for the parliament; parliament requires majority to stay in office, parliament 

adapted proportional representation principle(which made the voting result the determining factor 

of the political trend); last which also accidentally changed the course of the democracy, the 

emergency power with Article 48 hold by the president. Among those principles, originally 

designed as measures to enhance the coverage of the representativeness, facilitated the frequent 

shifts of the electorate and the fragmentation of the parties, which was illustrated by the difficulty 

and frequency of forming new coalitions and effective governing body accordingly.

Secondly, what has the political trend actually developed into with such an elbow room the new 

political mechanism let it? It is crucial to point out, in 1918, the year when the war ended and the 

unified empire evaporated, did not directly end up consentaneously in a united republic, but had 

rather multiple revolutions broke out across the country, which sowed the seeds for the rightwing 

political development. The new republic government was established in north (a power-seizure 

attempt from the right wing of DNVP with Kapp putsch also came long in Berlin only failed very 

shortly), while the south(Bavaria and especially Munich) endured leftwards trend in the communist 

direction with a short soviet republic, the situation was resolved before long but with a strong 

catalytic effect on the growing rightwards tendency in the political sphere, though not immediately 

to be caught in the politics at the national level107. On the basis of such an opening for the republic, 

we could now refer back to the three general traits that marked Weimar democracy politics: 

“instability of the cabinets and political coalitions; weakness and disappearance of the center; the 

inability of the left to unite” to its eventual landing in extreme rightwing108.

When we take a look at the fluctuation of political spectrum at the national level, we could get the 

general picture from the chart above with its dots line dividing left, center and right wings. Purely 

from the information provided by the chart, clear to be seen were: the turn of the electorate to the

107 George Mosse, The Crisis o f German Ideology: Intellectual Origins o f the Third Reich (New York: Grosset & 
Dulap. 1964), 237.

108 Ibid. Sequence of the traits were changed here.
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right from after the year 1924; the absolute electoral for the center section (Center plus BVP at 

Bavaria local base) turns out to be relatively stable in comparison to others, with the shift of 

political camp slowly towards the right wing to the extent where the center spectrum existed in 

name only; the electoral support of NSDAP skyrocketed abruptly from 1930 with insignificant 

competitor parties in the same spectrum, but still power balancing possibility from the left. As the 

first major trait was elaborately analyzed in the former text, these datas would assist backing up the 

latter two major characteristics through an inter-reference of the their objective possibility in 

numbers and the final historical result of Nazi power seizure. As for the anti-republican forces, as it 

had existed since the establishment of the republic, were radicalized sharply after the economic 

setbacks of the Great Depression as well as the Young Plan revision, when the traditional parties of 

opposition were divided internally one by one: DNVP, DDP, DVP, with a final strike from death of 

Stresemann, the last adhesive figure from DVP for the bourgeois opposition party bloc gone109. Both 

extreme left and extreme right attempted to present itself as the alternative of the divided liberal and 

conservative parties and drew their respective electorates.

To summarize, the image of political performance of Weimar republic -  the first German 

democracy that grows on the ruin of the old empire and the first World War, “was identified with 

the war defeat, humiliating peace, economic turmoil, and social chaos, and had been loved by 

almost no one in Germany110” just as the other young democracies in Europe did from the public 

perception point of view. In the 1920s, these newly established democracies went collapsed one by 

one. Weimar, though categorized as a democratic failure, has lasted however 13 years -  longer than 

the majority of them in the comparative perspective; and till the late 1920s, it successfully kept the 

radical parties at the fringe of the political scale. The eventual failure of the republic undoubtably 

evoked a cultural crisis among the Germans especially in national identity, in company with the 

upheavals of all other social, economical and political fields since the end of 19th century.

The political system in Weimar, built on its parliamentary system under the principle proportional 

representation, with political representatives through the parties and various wings/fractions under 

the parties, connected political division directly to the economical interest groups. The lack of 

proper and comprehensive representation led to considerable instability and inconsistency in 

governments and its policies, where the incapacitation of the national institution was generated. The 

general political landscape, characterized by the fragmentation of party system, insufficient policy-

109 Ibid. Thomas Childers, (1983), 134-137.
110 Robert Gellately, Backing Hitler: Consent and Coercion in Nazi Germany (New York, Oxford University Press, 

2001), Introductions.
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conducting ability -  created by the economic and social cleavages and also aggravated in return the 

economic crisis and the social split. The constant change of coalitions for government formation 

and parliamentary control made the situation even worse, and whenever the compromised coalition 

solution was reached, the differences among the constituents were again too large to reconcile -  led 

to the result of frequent failing or weak governance in reaching consensus. The government was in 

this status, not able to provide a quick response to all kinds of the crisis. The opposition parties, 

along with this situation, left a vacancy for the anti-republican lead. The split of the middle stratum 

not only left itself powerless politically, but also left room for the extremists political powers to 

exploit the electorate blocs that could not be fully represented and defended in the political sphere. 

This deadlock urged forging a national front that would draw all kinds of forces together and act 

effectively under certain conditions. As it happened in the late years of Weimar Republic, before the 

Nazi take-over, the governing was majorly through emergency decrees according to the Article 48 

of the Weimar Constitution, lacking of new coalition possibilities as well as parliamentary 

majority.111

It is well-known and abundantly analyzed, that the Nazi party managed its qualitative change in the 

election in the economically depression and politically most fragmented years. The supporting rate 

of the National Socialists in the general election in 1928 was still stayed at a very low level: 81 

votes out of 3100, 2.6% among all votes, with 12 seats out of 491 in the congress and it skyrocketed 

to 37.4% with 230 seats and 33.1% with 196 seats in the last two elections in 1932, even if we 

count the 1933 electoral process as under NS policy of repression and intimidation112. What for a 

constituent this electorate contains and how was it developed to this extent especially regarding the 

fact that NSDAP was not welcomed and kept in the corner in the early interwar politics?

Historian Dietrich Orlow held the opinion that NSDAP did not determine for the power-seizure 

electorally until 1928-1929, connecting it directly to its advocations, strategies and political 

performance113. An analysis of the electoral surge of NSDAP voters, varies from the traditional 

believing of the dislocated lower middle tA&ss(Kleinbürgertum) to the revisionists' view of the 

extended electoral basis of the party, especially those who were not considered in the traditional 

social backgrounds as the base of the NS supporters114. Despite of their divergent conclusions, the

111 Arthur van Riel and Arthur Schram, “Weimar Economic Decline, Nazi Economic Recovery, and the Stabilization of 
Political Dictatorship,” The Journal of Economic History. Vol. 53. No. 1. (1993): 78-80.

112 Deutscher Bundestag research section WD1, Elections in the Weimar Republic (2006).
113 Orlow Dietrich, The History o f the Nazi Party: 1919-1933 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1969).
114 Stephen Fritz, “The NSDAP as Volkspartei? A  Look at the Social Basis of the Nazi Voter” Society for History 

EducationVoL 20. No. 3. (1987): 379-399.
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contour of Nazi voter base could be generalized according to different measurements as followed: 

confessionally, its came majorly from the Protestant bloc, Catholic voters started to be seen until 

1930s; politically the previous non-voters accounted for one of the largest share of the votes, aside 

from which “the former voters from the special-interest and regional parties from the bourgeois- 

Protestant bloc”-  the former voters for liberal and conservative democrats from the bourgeois 

parties with discontent in the internal rifts; geographically, more than half of the votes came from 

small towns and rural areas; from the view of social class distribution, more even at different 

classes with a chronic switch of focus social groups.115

The unsuccessful putsch phase of the early interwar years would not be further analyzed in terms of 

this, due to the discontinuity in the characteristics. Starting from its re-founding in 1925, NSDAP 

did not set a tone in its base or target, but left the commitment open and “catchall”. On the one side, 

the political status quo was still not clear, on the other side, the ambivalence left flexibility for its 

strategic interpretation and appealing, but at the cost of losing its working class backup especially in 

direct rival with the traditional middle class parties like KDP and SPD. Its “urban plan” focusing on 

the heavy industrial areas in the middle 1920s with the ideal of “German Socialism” -  such working 

class revolutionary nature which was tempered in the later period (1928 election as timely border 

which declared the rejection of the working class and the election failure with the strategy) in 

broadening its electorate social categories and party re-orientation. The new phase since 1928 made 

a sharp turn to the Protestant Mittelstand in the party's organization -  a prioritization of the rural, 

farming and small town areas, this was revealed after the core official meeting in Munich in both 

national and local organization of the party, the propaganda focus, the personal changes. While the 

so-called “new middle class” from the suburb, who suffered in the crisis and grew into discontent of 

their own parties and organizations, was won by the NSDAP's labels of “anti-Marxism, anti

capitalism, militarism, law and order, anti Versailles Treaty” with flexible appealing, various 

organizational and activity forms, strategy shifts at local base despite of its obvious radical 

ultranationalism; its urban equivalent sticked less on the conventional camp and got destablized and 

radicalized by the external challenges in the entire 1920s, on the aftermath of the Great Depression, 

along with the entire bourgeois parties moved rightwards, NSDAP's claims got justified. The upper 

bourgeois, at the same time, was won by NSDAP's “aligning with traditional rightist interests”, 

followed up till 1932 by in a bigger scale among the upper Mittelstand after the university

115 Falter Jürgen W, The Social Bases of Political Cleavages in the Weimar Republic in Elections, Mass Politics, and 
Social Change in Germany, ed. Larry Jones and James Retallack (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992), 
371-97. Here specifically pp. 23.
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students.116

Its electoral gains both in 1930 and 1932 from the other bourgeois-Protestant bloc, were much at the 

cost of the other rightwing parties, DNVP and DVP respectively -  the parties rightwing bloc, which 

also matches the character of “political shifting inside of the same sector” in the interwar Weimar 

politics117. But the dissolution of the former voters from other parties were however, not the single 

source of Hitler's major electoral supporters. The prior non-voters and the first-time voters, 

contributed to approximately one third of the Nazi votes, were also particularly vital to the legal 

power seizure of the NSDAP.118 The categorizing of the electorates worths particular attention in 

analyzing the mobilization efforts and strategies adapted by NSDAP in late 1920s and early 1930s, 

especially in combination with their campaign mechanism, ideology interpretation, targeting the 

major groups specifically, this would be discussed in the later parts of the paper.

The political turmoil in connection with the bleak economic depression, especially as the result of 

the Great Depression in forms of “sharp fall in prices, incomes, investment activities, high levels of 

unemployment, fall of government spending, collapse of industrial output and foreign trade, 

withdraw of foreign funds”119 was historical opportunity for NSDAP to exploit on the one side; on 

the other side, how the adroit reaction and operation of the NS on the most concerned economic 

situations, also determined the tune of its reception: its addressing(rhetoric including response 

without solid perpetuation base) and dealing(the real measures) with high unemployment rates, high 

inflation and underinvestment all had its effects in the evaluation of its political performance and 

public reception. Starting with the interesting quotation from Herrmann Müller on Reichstag in 

1930 of “Work creation at the beginning of the 1930s could in the end only be implemented by 

authoritarian regimes”120, unemployment solution has emerged (at least in 1932/33) as the guarantee 

for the regime's political stability (in the background of how Weimar governments failure in 

balancing controlling inflation and fighting unemployment under objective conditions), such 

rhetoric has dominated in public for years and still haunts the general historical publication, that 

economy recovery (under Nazi) did occur at a faster rate and to a higher level than almost anywhere 

else in Europe, though critical sounds of this perception was already brought up in the 1940s and

116 Peter Stachura, “The Political Strategy of the Nazi Party,” German Studies Review. Vol. 3. (1980): 296-301. 
Richard Hamilton, Who voted for Hitler? (Princeton Legacy Library, 1982), 229-65.

117 Heinrich Winkler, “Extremismus der Mitte: sozialgeschichtliche Aspekte der nationalsozialistischen 
Machtergreifung. “ Vierteljahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte (Munich: Institut für Zeitgeschichte, 1972): 180.

118 Ibid. Falter Jürgen W., (1992), 213.
119 Ibid. R. J. Overy, (1982), Preface and 19-20.
120 Hjalmar Schacht (to Paul Reusch), Finanzbrief (1930), (Duisburg: Haniel Archiv, 1949), Nr. 400101290/143.
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1950s121. From the real economic results, the long unstable and floundering economy did started to 

move upwards from the massive contraction from the second half of 1932, a clearer general 

improvement took place since the second quarter of 1933, and between this two time points, a huge 

objective influence factor which is also decisive to mention for the turn of the situation aside from 

the NSDAP recovering plans and measures -  the reparation of the first World War also came to an 

end122. From the economical performance back to the influential factors, we could see:

First and foremost, the cyclical economy features of the year 1932 as an objective fact, summarized 

and further predicted by the Institut fü r  Konjunkturforschung in its publication in Dec. 1932, the 

economic contraction had already passed its valley and was expecting its seasonal and cyclical 

boom123. The analysis predated the policies that were adapted under NSDAP. The same aspect was 

also brought up by scholars from the later period, claiming the pre-Hitler NSDAP happen to stand 

timely at the shift point of the entire economic situation -  ending of the crisis and beginning of the 

new rounds of economic revival through the indicators, for example domestic purchasing order 

index of major industries, business climate index...124. All of those are timely ahead of the 

appointment of Hitler and the Nazi initiatives under him between 1933-1938, characterized with 

demands shifting from consumer goods to capital goods and industrial materials, development of 

heavy industry and construction, hight level government expenditure125 -  which is to say for the 

argumentation of this paper: if  there might be any economic factor that assisted the support of Nazi, 

it could only be from some other measures, results or conjectural effects.

In the meantime, on the government side, a series of recovery measures from under von Papen to 

under von Schleicher was set off also augmented and sped up the recovery, leaving the NSDAP till 

their power seizure “a deflationary fiscal policy, modest direct work creation programs of 

approximately RM 1,098 million”126. This include: Middle 1932 the program for the Expenditure of 

740 million RM; Sept. 1932 with the issue of Steuergutschein for the year 1932-1933, both to 

combat unemployment and expand consumption under von Papen(in a sum of 288 million RM); the

121 Cf. Samuel Lurie, Private Investment in a Controlled Economy: Germany 1933-1939 (1947); ibid. René Erbe, 
(1958).

122 Ibid. R. J. Oveiy, (1982), Preface and 28-30.
123 "Die Weltwirtschaft Ende Die Wirtschaftslage in Deutschland, “ Wochenbericht des Instituts für 

Konjunkturforschung. (1932): 151. See also Konjunkturlage Mitte November 1933, (Bundesarchiv R 2501/6576),
6.

124 E.g. Christoph Buchheim, “Das NS-Regime und die Überwindung der Weltwirtschaftskrise in Deutschland, 
“Viertel]ahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte, (Oldenbourg: Institut für Zeitgeschichte, 2008): 381-387.

125 Ibid. R. J. Oveiy, (1982), 31-32.
126 Dan P. Silverman, “Fantasy and Reality in Nazi Work-Creation Programs 1933-1936,” The Journal of Modern 

History. Vol. 65. No.l (The University of Chicago Press, 1993): 117.
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latter was followed by von Schleicher Government under “Sofortprogramm” from Dec. 1931 to Jan. 

1933 (in a smaller volume of 500 million RM), with still hidden but nevertheless major purpose of 

rearmament with job-creation as side effect. Government spending policies encouraging small-size 

business pol in forms of construction, rearmament, road-building, modernization of tools and 

equipments; in the agricultural sector the guarantee of minimum agricultural product price in regard 

of the price plunge in, reduction of taxation and interest; the improvement of these sectors led to the 

growth of demand in the manufacturing sectors as a result. Aside from that, the continuous changes 

in workforce structure also contributed its share.127

In the monetary ordinances, the first two years under Nazi, which concerns the time for the paper 

here before Jan. 1933, was not fundamentally different from the mixed-liberal system of Weimar 

despite of its anti-capitalistic monetary system, anti-financiers, anti-financial institutions tone in 

propaganda. The elaborate sets of government intervene, including those that were marked as the 

German practice of Keynesian theory all started after the power seizure. And the weight that the 

network of neo-conservative “revisionist society”128 of the early 1930s carried out in the Nazi 

Germany is de facto much more than it seemed to be. Its long-shadow before the power assumption 

in encouraging a great amount of economists and industrialists uniting around the party and its 

direct/indirect assistance in shaping up the party's economic plan: the establishment of the 

Studiengesellschaftfur Geld- und Kreditwirtschaft in Berlin which involves influential figures from 

the Statistisches Reichsamt, Institut fur Konjunkturforschung and Reich Economics Ministry; the 

ample reformist treatises that was extensively used by Gregor Strasser, whose plan (the Economic 

Sofortprogramm of NSDAP) was published in the campaign of NSDAP in the Reichstag's 

election129 (and helped the party to reach its peak in the polls); Apart from that, the designers of the 

latter two major plans of the official Nazi economic policies Dr. Gunther Gereke and Fritz 

Reinhardt, also belong to the leading figures of the reformist school130. Despite of the murder of 

Gregor and the political vanishing of link wing within the party, the policies and actions from the 

NSDAP stayed in accord with it, also after Hitler's appointment, only with more straightforward 

link from the economic policies to the rearmament and the militarization purpose, or the relevant 

preparation in the civil field131; while the features of “borrowing from future prosperity”:

127 Ibid. R. J. Oveiy, (1982), 31-32.
128 Full name “Society of studies for the Nature of Money and Credit” leading by prominent economists Wemer Daitz, 

Fritz Reinhardt, Gregor Strasser, Walther Funk etc.
129 Stachura Peter, Gregor Strasser and the Rise of Nazism (Routledge Library Edition, 1982).
130 Giatrakis Eleftherios, “Employment, the Keynesian Theory and the Phenomenon of Nazism,” International Journal 

of Humanities and Social Science. Vol. 2. No. 13. (2012): 258-260.
131 Reinhardt Spree, About the Relative Efficiency of the Nazi Work Creation Programs (Munich, 2004), 15.
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“increasing the state's short-term debt to combat employment and to boost deficit spending, so as to 

free the state from welfare payments” and to stimulate recovery not only stayed, but also stayed 

overly132.

However, when speaking of Nazi Job-creation Schemes under this new economic theory and its 

effect, the proportion of the “effect made” and “effect in reality” also requires scrutiny aside from 

the beneficial repercussions previous initiatives and the objective economic status. Some historians 

have questioned the real extent of the Nazi yield to be more on the “appearance” than the reality 

taking the validity of its statistics (manipulation of data) and the propaganda effect into 

consideration, and emphasized the political agenda and nature of its disguised rearmament133. To 

what degree did this discrepancy in reality and perception misguide the public perception of the 

Nazi regime. Not to mention the party program before the 1932 election and Hitler's appointment in 

January 1933, when the NSDAP's commitment and renewing interpretation of party programs were 

all about competing with other parties' in gaining bigger share of electorate support without the 

overall coordination and examing the its execution feasibility, if it was meant to be carried out at all.

If the border of real effects and perceived effects of its recovery results is hard to draw precisely, if 

Hitler's cabinet speech over the major aim of linking all the employment measures with rearmament 

was also regarded more as tone and rhetoric134, an analysis of Nazi schemes or nominal schemes to 

address the unemployment problem, to recover the economy, its contents and the financial sources, 

its policy inclination group and industry, its form of benefits, could at least help illustrating the 

picture more comprehensively and objectively. Define the recovery years under Hitler 1933 through 

1935, there are Reinhardt's Work-creation Program (Reinhardt Work-creation Program in June 1933 

and second Reinhardt Program in September 1933) with a sum of 13.5 million DM, financed 

through the “voluntary” contribution of the German populace and the local governments 

respectively for large-scale public work in the urban area including135: railway and 

autobahnfReichsbahn) construction, automobile industry, gas/water/electricity projects and

132 Götz Aly, Hitler's Beneficiaries, trans, by Jefferson Chase (Verso, 2007), 36-39. First edition published in Frankfurt: 
Fischer Verlage in German.

133 See Timothy Mason, Sozialpolitik im Dritten Reich (Opladen, 1977),127-128; see also Harold James, The German 
Slump: Politics and Economics (Oxford, 1986), 371. et al.

134 Here refers to Adolf Hitler's speech on Feb.1933: “Jede öffentlich geförderte Arbeitsbeschaffungsmassnahme müsse 
unter dem Gesichtspunkt beurteilt werden, ob sie notwendig sei vom Gesichtspunkt der Wiederwehrhaftmachung 
des deutschen Volkes. Dieser Gedanke müsse immer und überall im Vordergmnd stehen.” noted in the cabinet 
protocol. Cited from A. Barkai, Das Wirtschaftssystem des Nationalsozialismus. Der historische und ideologische 
Hintergrund 1933-1936 (Frankfurt, 1988), 159.

133 Bundesarchiv Koblenz. R43II/536, R43F1459. Record on Ministry Discussion on 08.02.1933. 16:30.
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housing/ships repair and renovation, with but great prioritization on the fund allocation136; in the 

same time period, land reclamation (Landhilfe Program as the core of both the NSDAP 

Sofortprogramm under Gereke and the 1933 Work-creation programs) under the “Arbeitsschlacht” 

slogan, resettling the urban labors to rural areas while combating illegal and Schwarzarbeit, female 

Doppelverdiener along with repressive measures at the labor market. In all of those programs, the 

military expenditure were still not put on the table, and all were under tightly state-controlled or 

state-regulated economy (including the so-called “autonomous recovery”) which were only adapted 

as emergency instruments in the former time, but at the same time, it would rather be accounted as a 

multitude of plans competitive to each other as temporary measure instead of a grand design “with 

consistency and systematic planning” due to inadequate financing that served as the main 

contribution to the result.137

Aside from the beneficial circumstances from the predecessors' programs as well as the absolute 

result displayed (under dispute also in the comparative perspective, the Nazi “speedy revival” in 

horizontal comparison to other capitalist countries, and its “still at trough” status in vertical 

comparison with the prewar Germany) the Third Reich has had, the unique features of its economic 

policy at time, its gigantic similarities with the Keynesian economic theory (especially manifested 

through the Reichsbank leader Hjalmar Horace Greeley Schlacht, who was perceived as the 

reception of Keynes school in Germany along with Gregor Strasser. Gregor's work was considered 

to be the basis of the official NSDAP economic policy and was leading the revisionist group that is 

directly linked with Keynes and helped spreading his ideas in Germany) both from the hostile 

perspective towards the Treaty of Versailles and the perception of state intervention and spending 

policies in the economic crisis through large-scale public works and privatization of the public 

sphere etc. The tone of concerns of the overly deficit spending (including from Schlacht) appeared 

from inside of the Party only after years, and was eventually set aside by Hitler. Thus such practice 

in state economy should also be contextualized in the analysis while considering the result of Nazi 

economic recovery and work creation measures138.

As it has been mentioned when the political characteristics and the features of party politics in the 

analysis of the Weimar politics, the beneficiary status of NSDAP and the power-seizure of Nazi was 

neither passive nor fore-destined from the political trend itself, after the examining its operation, we

136 Bundesarchiv. R36/1921. BI. 39. Nachrichtendienst DGT on 01.11.1933. Finanzierung von Arbeitsdienstlagern.
137 Ibid. Dan P. Silverman, (1993), 113-151.
138 Giatrakis Eleftherios, “Employment, the Keynesian Theory and the Phenomenon o f Nazism,” International Journal 

of Humanities and Social Science. Vol. 2. No. 13. (2012): 256.
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could now take a look of the “reaction” from NSDAP's side that assisted them to elevate from the 

minor fringe party to the central stage could not be under-evaluated. It is true as the major parties all 

endured major electorate loss especially in the aftermath of each economical crisis during the 

Weimar years, NSDAP and KDP, as the radical right and left party respectively, welcomed their 

prosperity little by little at the cost of traditional parties' setbacks. But not until the anti-Young 

campaign front did NSDAP manage to become the representative of the anti-republican right in 

aligning with other traditional Tightest interests (which at the foundation of Weimar were hold by 

USPD from the link and DVP, DNVP from the right, and later either participated in forming the 

government or dissolved into other parties that formed up the government), to “revise its public 

impressions and gain respectability in the bourgeois (especially its conservative) circles” and to end 

its status quo of seeking “desperately an issue to thrust the party into the center of public attention”. 

This turning point also meant some real change in the support needed for further expansion of the 

party, for instance NSDAP started to be perceived by the capitalism industrialists “as the vehicle 

against the left wing and vehicle for market expansion”, where they got their funds from majorly 139. 

And even that, not until the aftermath of Great Generation set off in Germany did NSDAP managed 

its catch-all social setting. These two turns took place timely between 1928 to 1930, that was also 

when NS anchored their foundation of voting public in consolidating rural middle class while 

gaining urban middle class, their respective campaign pattern based on the target group and area as 

well as the infiltration into the existing middle-class parties took place; the “disquieting gains in 

regional elections” from the former electorate of the liberal center and the conservative right 

occurred in the aftermath of the Great Depression, when the new situation kindled a bourgeois 

political crisis.140

At the shift of electorate source, as both radical parties from the left wing and right wing -  KPD 

and NSDAP had the blue-collar working class its target group before 1928, at which time NSDAP 

was still fringe party like all the other splinter parties; NSDAP adjusted its target after the election 

of May 1928, when it gained unexpected success in rural townships: first, the party orientation was 

shifted from purely working class to lower middle class, and this orientation was illustrated by a set 

of party programmes with the focus on “job creation” and “accompanied by an endorsement of 

private property”, which covered the major concerns of these two target social groups respectively, 

providing them with “the Nazi variant of Socialism” 141; the target group inside of the working class 

was, in comparison to the communists' targeting on the unskilled industrial workers from unionized

139 Ibid. Peter Stachura, (1980), 281.
140 Ibid. Thomas Childers, (1983), 123-131.
141 Ibid. Orlow Dietrich, (1969), 76-127.
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branches (plus the unemployed), the NSDAP lined up with skilled workers from concentrated 

industries142. Then when the focus turned to the rural middle class and the farming community, 

whose expansion was restricted due to the dearth of speakers and financial sources, as well as an 

adequate organizational framework: the emphasis on exploiting the discontent of the middle class in 

town thus merely through low-cost but high-volume small-scale as well as routine propaganda 

before the summer of 1928, as for the farming community, in spite of the “rural plan” also dimmed 

out right after the security of their support; aside from this, the innovation in the propaganda form 

that led the new direction of its campaign development also worths to be mentioned, that would be 

the “street cell” construction from the Gau Berlin, suggesting the individualization and localization 

of the propaganda143. All these campaign methods was categorized as Kleinarbeit.

The way how the campaign carried out changed since late 1929, after the anti-Young front, which 

were called Grofipropaganda from its expansion in organizational scale and propaganda quantity, in 

electoral and membership terms. The former obstacle in propaganda campaign -  lack of speakers 

was also solved with the foundation of Socialist Speakers' Correspondence School with abundant 

fund as support. With new initiatives like the visual presentation with slides, the radio broadcast 

program for propaganda through modem media and technological support. Despite of the 

evasiveness of the Nazi economic plan and its applicability, specific party organizations catering 

different interest groups, concrete commitments were delicately designed in each area and region. 

Addressing meetings, public speaking of the party leaders and party speakers were often held with 

particular attention to its local public, which allows the presenting of the party agenda to be tailored 

from group to group, from area to area with sufficient funds, adequate personals, various parallel 

forms and national scales.

The anti-democratic tone has echoed throughout the weak Weimar Republic and emanated from a 

broad range of political groups, from KPD on the left to the National Socialists on the far right. The 

attack from the right wing (from DNVP to National Socialists) especially but not merely, casted 

deeper social influence partially due to the anti-left political tradition, partially due to the spiritual 

crisis the revolution after the war has evoked. The legitimacy of the republic was thus put under 

question along with the repeated attacks from various sources throughout the interwar years, with a 

general tone of Weimar as western product opposing the German nation, demanding for the

142 Ibid. Christian Stögbauer, “The Radicalization of the German Electorate -  Swinging to the Right and Left in the 
Twilight of the Weimar Republic, ”, here quote from 257.

143 Detlef Mühlberger, “Hitler's Voice: The Völkischer Beobachter 1920-1933,” in Organisation and Development of 
the Nazi Party. Vol. 1. (Bern: Peter Lang AG, 2004), 287.
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realization of Germany's own national form and depicting the current republican form as the 

opposite of German nationality, poling the Deutscher Geist apart from the western individualism 

and liberalism under the democracy scheme(there was also mentioning of FremdgeisD4 or 

Westerntuni), both politically and unpolitically, where the opposing of the German ideal and the 

current western enforcement result were set against each other with animosity, sometimes the it was 

even referred as western conspiracy against Germany -  which provided the clueless people in both 

individual and national economical, social, cultural and political deterioration; and parallel to this 

was the elevating of the suppressed ideal of Deutschtum. Volkheit, Deutsche Nation, Deutsche 

Kultur, Deutsche Reich and Volksgemeinschaft "'. Such accusations contain immense political 

power, with the potential to set the tone, to mislead the reception and also to unite forces around this 

single “foe”. The republic, as the product and incarnation of all those unGerman factors according 

to such rhetoric, was thus to be under broadsides along with flexible terminologies, which would be 

undoubtably another major cause of the public discontent aside from the timely challenges, pre

contexts and backgrounds and its own performance in it. And surprisingly or not surprisingly, 

another common ground that the foes of republic shared, was the desire of a strong state -  an 

opponent that matches the demands of the general anti-republicans more fundamentally, a majority 

of anti-republican forces forged before and ready to embrace another cause146.

The parliament, as it was prescribed in the constitution as the cornerstone of the democracy, was 

under the fiercest fire und most frequently excoriated and challenged also in its ideological base147. 

This went also if not especially with the National Socialists. From the very beginning of interwar 

years with their party program in 1920, showing their antipathy by declaring the parliament and the 

parliamentary system as “corrupt”148; apart from the parliament, the coalition of the left and 

Catholic center was assailed by the NSDAP as “red-black”; till the early 1930s(and such antipathy 

peaked in 1932 before the election in general), the tone was more extreme as the government was 

equalled with the capitalist embodiment and the Marxist representative149. The loudest disparage

144 August Winning, Das Reich als Republik (Stuttgart, 1928), 37. August Winning, a social democrat from the 
conservative wing, similar formulations could be seen also from opinion leaders and influential figures. Such 
opposition setting could also be seen between the western and the German in terms of individualism versus 
universalism, the mechanical society versus organic society, anonymous ruling versus personal responsibility on the 
political leader, emotionless social relations versus natural and organic Gemeinschaften et al. See ibid. Kurt 
Sontheimer, (1962).

145 Ibid. Kurt Sontheimer, (1962) 46 and 48.
146 Ben Lieberman, “The Meaning and Function of Anti-System Ideology in the Weimar Republic,” Journal of History 

of Ideas. Vol. 59. No. 2. (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998) 357 and 367.
147 Ibid. Kurt Sontheime,r, (1962) 50.
148 Barbara M. Lane, The Program of NSDAP. in Nazi Ideology before 1933: A Documentation (Austin, 1978), 41.
149 Ibid. Ben Lieberman, (1998), 358-362.
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among the National Socialists came from the Strasser brothers150. Besides what the nature of 

Weimar system was depicted and interpreted as, the young democracy was also equated to the 

humiliating war result, the series of compensation plans from Versailles Treaty to Dawes Plan and 

Young Plan and assailed for all the collateral consequences of all the challenges of the time, and the 

acceptance from the republic was thus equated to betrayal from the stance and the action. The 

biggest advocator of such narrative within NSDAP would be from Goebbels, who claims the 

republic handing in all the national interests west to France and east to Poland151. Moreover, to 

justify its anti-Weimar nature while maintaining its political participation in it, claiming that 

NSDAP its a strategy of fighting it from within, thus to manage misguiding, exploiting and 

eventually replacing the public discontent at no real cost.

Furthermore, the failure of the precedent Kapp putsch as well as the Beer Hall Putsch of Hitler's let 

down the guard of such rhetoric with orientation of NSDAP both at the regime' side and at the 

populace's side, leaving adequate room for Nazi criticism towards the liberal parliamentary Weimar 

democracy. Their tone went so far and unrestricted as they claim solving the fragmentization of 

parties to find the “general will” as the essence of Rousseau's democratic value, and stride one step 

further accusing Weimar Republic as the opposite and thus “undemocratic”. In general, the base of 

the reproval from NSDAP could be categorized as the following two as Franz Neumann 

summarized in his book: the stronger source, which was also turned legal after the failed Putsch in 

Munich by taking opportunity of the liberal democracy, focusing on attacking the inefficiency of the 

parliamentary institution (for its compromising nature), claiming the democracy to be worthless, 

developed into the decisionism idea and calling for a strong government with the programme of 

action as a “salvation for democracy” for a new order of the society. This has a lot to owe from the 

fact that the NSDAP did not have its own doctrine, but lent such anti-democratic topoi from other 

anti-democratic sources. For instance from Carl Schmitt, who advocated the concentration of 

legislative and executive power on the president as an effective “truly democratic institution” (“All 

power to the president”) paying extremely enormous attention on the term Ausnahmezustand in the 

framework of the Weimar constitution, later taken advantage by the Nazi regime along with other 

totalitarian theories as legal loophole for the dictatorship152. Another encouraging factor was from 

Austrian school with its “relativistic conception of democracy”, affirming on the pure science of

150 For example Gregor Strasser refers to the republic directly as “Marxist liberal system” in Verhandlungen des 
Reichstags, (1929), IV. WP. 1436.

151 Bureau des Reichstags, Reichstagshandbuch V: Wahlperiode 1930 (Berlin, 1931), 161.
152 Carl Schmitt, Die Diktatur (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1921). Also his Der Hüter des Verfassung (Tübingen. 

1931).
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law153. Those theories buried but only a more solid basis for the political move of National 

Socialists.

153 Franz Neumann, Behemoth: The Structure and Practice o f National Socialism (London: Victor Gollancz Ltd., 
1942), 41-46.

61



Chapter Three. Volksgemeinschaft in ideology and practice under Nazi

III.I. Volksgemeinschaft of the National Socialists'

With the overview in the ideological prehistory in the first chapter over the development of the 

historiographical term Volksgemeinschaft as the ideal German community and this community term 

in relation to its ideal individual; along with the overview of the political, social, economical 

changes as well as the Nazi operation in pre-power seizure interwar years in the second chapter, we 

could finally come to the highlight of this discourse -  the Volksgemeinschaft ideal in NSDAP's 

ideology and the individual-community relation defined and theorized by it, together with how its 

interpretation was disposed and how it affected the development of Nazi, assisting the NSDAP to 

approach the power.

A contingent of ideas could be captured under the term Volksgemeinschaft within the National 

Socialist's context, especially when both its official exposition and the public perception through all 

kinds of channels were taken into account: it could refer to a dynamic social policy project of the 

Nazi regime for example154, a mobilization in progress with visions of a better future based on the 

hard work rather than the former social strictly stratified differences, summarized as “a living 

community based around the Volk and yet to be realized and it was their duty to achieve this” 155; 

within the scope of the project content, it could also denote directly the ideal status that the project 

aimed at achieving -  “the ideal state form that would maximize the people's chances to actualize the 

full potential of their inner folkish spirit”, or even concretely the precondition of realizing this ideal 

community, or its organic collective organization how the individual is linked to the collectivity156; 

or it can also be the machine and filter for inclusion and exclusion, shaping the borders for the 

community through self-empowerment, offering optimal moral plea to depersonalize and 

dehumanize the excluded157. Flexibly the interpretation may variant under the term
154 Martina Steber and Bernhard Gotto, Visions of Community in Nazi Germany: Social Engineering and Private Lives 

(Oxford University Press, 2014), 7.
155 Beate Meyer, “Erfühlte und erdachte 'Volksgemeinschaft': Erfahrungen jüdischer Mischlinge zwischen Integration 

und Ausgrenzung in Volksgemeinschaft,“ in Neue Forschungen zur Gesellschaft des Nationalsozialismus, 
(Frankfurt, 2009), 144-64.

156 Jay Y. Gonen, The Roots of Nazi Psychology: Hitler's Utopian Barbarism (Lexington: University Press of 
Kentucky, 2000), 137-139.

157 Cf. Annin Nolzen, "Inklusion und Exklusion im Dritten Reich. Das Beispiel der NSDAP in Volksgemeinschaft,“ in 
Neue Forschungen zur Gesellschaft des Nationalsozialismus, ed. Bajohr and Wildt (Frankfurt am Main: Fischer
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Volksgemeinschaft, it managed to at least convince the populace of “a possible point of contact” or 

“of sympathetic alignment” with the regime in their different reflections and expectations158. It is 

nevertheless crucial to point out the one thing that it is not and should not be understood as: the 

social reality(“kein sozialer Ist-Zustand” as Ian Kershaw put it), which stood in the way of 

analyzing the social dynamics under the regime and the real political power that the regime held in 

Third Reich for years, and only got cleared out in the recent decade.159

This new perspective of demarcating what Volksgemeinschaft is not, since it is so hard to elucidate 

in absolute terms and deft in interpretation of multifarious contexts, changed the whole picture of 

addressing the coercion and consent myth in the Third Reich, and reveals the tricks that helped 

fostering the support. Because such an orientation of Volksgemeinschaft shifted the focus of people's 

attention afar, ignoring the discrepancies in the current reality and setting it in the reward in the 

future instead, stimulating them to march at full speed with hard work. The prerequisite of its 

achievement requires, at the same time, the prioritization of the whole other than the individual or 

even at the cost of the individual(Gemez>7«wZz vor Eigennutz), which on the one hand provided an 

explanation for the discrepancies of the grand vision and the reality felt at the individual level for 

the moment, and on the other hand functioned as an on-going shaping of consciousness and 

psychological suggestion for the reward and result of a stronger and united nation(national revival), 

of a better condition for themselves and for the future generations(especially leaned on the 

egalitarian appearances through what is to be introduced below). Given the status quo of the late 

years in interwar Germany, such astute moves managed to draw stacks of supporters of different 

backgrounds.

Along with the political force of the ideal community to mobilize the populace, were the sea of 

promotion through the various channels of official propaganda to strengthen such impressions and 

to collect their emotions and sentiments, both directly and indirectly, in accompany with a set of 

social policy, that provided an opportunity for fostering the partial and ephemeral “perceived 

equality”160 in their current reality, which appear to be in accordance with the basic principle that 

leads to and delivers the future vision, and provides people the feeling, that the current social and

Taschenbuch Verlag, 2009), 62-67. and Michael Wildt, “Volksgemeinschaft als Selbstermächtigung“ in Geschichte 
des Nationalsozialismus (Göttingen, 2008), 113.

158 Ibid. Michael Wildt., (2014), 52.
159 Ian Kershaw, “Volksgemeinschaft: Potenzial und Grenzen eines neuen Forschungskonzeptsin Vierteljahreshefte 

für Zeitgeschichte. Vol. 1 (Oldenbourg: Institut für Zeitgeschichte, 2011), 4-7.
160 Norbert Frei, “Volksgemeinschaft': Erfahrungsgeschichte und Lebenswirklichkeit der Hitler Zeit, “ in 1945 und wir: 

Das Dritte Reich im Bewusstsein der Deutschen (Munich, 2005), 107-128.

63



political reality was heading to the Volksgemeinschaft, which applies its exclusion/inclusion criteria 

on the ethnic identity and individual performance rather than the old strata standards. The 

attractiveness and the sense of confirmation, that the totality is on its tract to the common goal, from 

such perceptions and interpretations among the populace, helped the regime gaining popularity and 

commitment regardless of/outweighs all the demands and restrictions it sets on the individual.

And what exactly consists of the social aspiration in Volksgemeinschaft and how is individual 

related to it according to the NS interpretation? It is a collectivity with conscious organism with the 

core traits of emphasizing differences externally while smoothing the differences over internally161, 

within which the objective divisions and conflicts criteria(of class, of religion, of economic 

interests) embraced their at least nominal dissolution and diverged the loyalty elsewhere162. Inside 

of this collective identity, each member was connected to and rooted to the living community and 

operates as a whole out of their own intention and will163. It strikes their sense of belonging and 

generates the emotional bond to overcome the objective difficulties, especially in a neutralized 

direction that combines both the socialism and the nationalism. In cases, it even evokes a kind of 

psychological assimilation. While the basis of such a Romanticism term indicates, as it always has 

been in the German ideological history, a timeless being of the German people ( Volk) confined by 

German soil, determined by German laws and traditions since antiquity, the Nazi employment of 

this concept was more in order to integrate the entire populace into one single identity that 

transcends to a national solidarity despite of all the cleavages that peaked in the interwar status quo. 

That is to say, such notion implies and emphasizes the equality(indicates however no legal equality 

of civil rights but something other) of all the member, it qualifies them according to their loyalty 

and performance irrespective of its social background and position, it offers them a new way of 

self-identification and self-orientation to conquer the overwhelming alienation that haunted them 

and peaked especially in the interwar period.164

So how was this organic national community ideal Volksgemeinschaft formed up and how does it 

operate under the National Socialists regime, in which way was the individual related to the whole 

and which aspects of the ingrained völkisch utopia were changed in the NS's interpretation? It is, as 

claimed above, conjured together by all of the German people and it is on each of them to maintain

161 Ibid. Götz Aly, (2007), 30.
162 Ian Kershaw, “How Effective was Nazi Propaganda?” in  Nazi Propaganda. The Power and the Limitations, ed. 

David Welch (London: Routledge, 1983), 189-91.
163 Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2002), 140.
164 David Welch, “Manufacturing a Consensus: Nazi Propaganda and the Building o f a 'National Community' 

Contemporary European History. Vol. 2. No. 1. (Cambridge University Press, 1993), 1-15.
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the general wellbeing of the Volksgemeinschaft, where each of the individual was regarded as its 

part, functions as its constituent and the guarantor of its vision. It requires a perpetual repetitive 

practice of “national cause” at the quotidian basis. The role of the Nazi government was posed 

between the individual and the national community, the government's function is to unify the 

German people to serve this communal ideal165. From the individual-community perspective, the 

members and constituents of the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft, in their subordination and belonging to 

the community, illustrates a kind of submission to the totality instead of a real fulfillment of their 

individuality and distinctiveness, it is more for the greater good than for the self realization, true 

individual fulfillment was defined only possible in the united whole. In comparison to the 

prehistory of the same ideology, neither a parallel realization at both the individual and total level 

nor the contribution to improve the community through the realization of single individual 

achievement was mentioned in the Nazi version.

On the other side, the nazi ideology advocated a kind of “individual contentment through collective 

merging”, intentionally ignoring any contradictions or discrepancies as well as negating individuals' 

personal realization by defining “through the collective” the only means, by labeling them “living 

organic”, it demonstrates a complete preemption of individual identity and deprivation of individual 

rights(denial of any kind of individual autonomy: initiative, preferences, needs, capabilities...) under 

the cover of preaching the “inter-reinforcing effect” between the community and its individual166. 

What criteria define the composition of the community was also accordingly something other. The 

distortion of the German soil and the milieu that determines a nation by the new exclusion and 

inclusion criteria in the society introduced under National Socialism as Götz Aly called it 

“deliberate inequality”167, which emphasizes the exclusiveness than inclusiveness; and the Volk idea, 

a term denoting and underlying the national unity and integration, was employed in dividing the 

people in the National Socialists' agenda, (even since very early time) according to purely ethnic 

standard -  first and unique in the entire German ideological history, making this division thus 

“racial” and running a dual standard towards the included and the excluded which is practiced in 

daily life actively at all scenes.

And this distinct relation between the included individual and his community in the Nazi völkisch 

utopia has never been static: in the way that many new aspects and interpretations that were later

165 William Stuckart and Hans Globke, “Civil Rights and the Natural Inequality o f the Man,” in Nazi Culture. (New 
York: Crosset & Dunlap, 1966), 327.

166 Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2000), 139-142.
167 Ibid. Götz Aly, (2007).
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drawn in the NSDAP ideologies, propagandas and principles, may not necessarily existed at the first 

intention or act from the regime. There were evolutions and variations of interpretations, but also 

bilateral dynamics, that is to say, not only from the running of the NSDAP side (which variated 

itself already), but also the appropriation of the mass, which contributed to its transformation at the 

same time: such analysis started from the everyday life history studying approach under social 

history research field and one of the leading scholars in this field was Alf Ltidtke. Ltidtke described 

the bilateral dynamics in the communalization/nazification process of the mass in the third Reich, 

emphasizing people's simultaneous passive and active being of “experiencing powerlessness and 

subjugation” but at the same time “modifying these experiences”; an interesting point of view that 

deepens his opinion regarding this bilateral interaction and appropriation in the society under Hitler 

was from Gonen, upon whose argument the following paragraphs analyzing the psychology 

between the individual and the Nazi community was mainly developed from, he also mentioned this 

“powerlessness” at the individual base and pointed at the desire for “omnipotence” in and through 

the community168. Thus when we try to determine the very nature of the social dynamics under 

Nazi, we should also broaden the horizon and set aside the prejudice to see the two intertwining 

sides of the coin, the existence of the individual identities both as persecutors and as perpetrators in 

the their empowerment through group empowerment, in the repression and mobilization from the 

regime, in the participation of the individual-formed mass in the social practice, in the coercion 

from the system and the consent from the individual functionaries and helpers.

In order to understand this term Volksgemeinschaft completely and to be able to catch its variations 

and dynamics more precisely, it might be constructive to divide the factors to be analyzed into two 

perspectives that shape up the core character of the community: measures that contribute to it by 

excluding alterity and measures that integrate and include its members/constituents. Both categories 

lay their focus on action and process, that is to say, in its constant application other than per 

defmitionem. In speaking of exclusive measures, the ghettoization, deportation, forced labour, at last 

genocide and holocaust persecution as well as the unequal treatment towards Jewry, Roma, Sinti, 

Slavic people(especially Poles and Soviets) and other minority group from the external; the disabled 

and chronically sick patients from internal are associated foremost. The basic progressing in the 

exclusion in defining the community involved more local and ordinary people. As Michael Wildt 

has articulated in his treatise, the creation of Volksgemeinschaft does not depend on the 

governmental propaganda and official campaigns against the “others” for its realization

168 Cf. Alf Ltidtke, The History of Everyday Life: Reconstructing Historical Experiences and Ways of Life (Princeton, 
1995), 7. and Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2000), 153.
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^Volksgemeinschaft does not emerge solely from the sphere of state”) but relies on normal people 

to actually exercise the violence and thus participate in and contribute to its achievement as its 

determinant(“but develops within the social sphere and emanates from it”). It is an intentional 

strategic maneuver from the regime and at the same time a transform of the people169: the National 

Socialist immediately abrogated the Weimar constitution after its power-seizure, intentionally 

misguiding people towards the self-empowerment process for a new political order through the 

exclusionary violence. By the quantitative and general involvement in the violent exercises -  a 

practice that one did not need to take responsibility for(communalizing violence), a practice that 

determines and contributes to the realization of ideal community and was regarded even as virtue by 

its definition, which dovetails also together with clearing their psychological barrier aside from the 

legal rules' abrogation.170

For the “coercive part” of inclusive measures: there are official personnel apparatus of 200,000 

Politische Leiter officials and 2 million Blockwarte party wardens, officials of all kinds of 

organizations, foremen, various “representatives” for supervision, 9 million youth organization 

including Hitler Youth and League of German Girls, 20,000 Gestapo officers, till the break of 

second World War two third of the population holds a direct or sub- party membership171. Large the 

sum may be in regard of the total population back then, there are even more abundant for the 

indirect monitoring to rely on if we just deconstruct the composite word Volksgemeinschaft and put 

it back in the Nazi semantics to see how wide and how deep-going this term covered in its 

inclusionary measures. Roberto Esposito has analyzed the bio-political point of view in his book 

over the conversion of the semantics under the Nazi regime, claiming this kind of immunitary 

declension lead to the direction of a more originary and intense sense of communitas to illustrate the 

process of how bio-politic ideas became affirmative in the regime172. Its component “Volk” still 

stays as a timeless concept, along with which terms like Volkskörper, Volkssturm, Volksgeist, 

Volksgenosse, Volkszugehörigkeit were derived out and linked to together. Aside from which there 

were some slogans like “You are nothing, your Volk is everything” that assisting sets the tone of the

169 Whether it was an unconscious transformation or transformation of awareness is disputable in social history field. 
See for example Alf Liiktke, “The Appeal of Exterminating “Others”: German Workers and the Limits of 
Resistance,” The Journal of Modern History. Vol. 64. Supplement: Resistance Against the Third Reich (the 
University of Chicago Press, 1992): 46-67. In which he described this parallel process as “neutralization from the 
state” and “appropriation of the people”.

170 Ibid. Michael Wildt, (2014), 53-55 and 58.
171 Armin Nolzen, “Inklusion und Exklusion im Dritten Reich: Das Beispiel NSDAP,“ in  Volksgemeinschaft. Neue 

Forschungen zur Gesellschaft des Nationalsozialismus ed. Bajohr and Wildt (Frankfurt am Main: Fischer 
Taschenbuch Verlag, 2009), 60-77. See also Richard J. Evans, The Third Reich in Power: 1933-39 (London: The 
Penguin Press, 2005), 108-109.

172 Roberto Esposito, The Philosophy of Bios (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2008), 157.
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national community, the individual-community relations parallel to the keywords. Many schemes 

and plans in the industrial production or social welfare fields, were also named after “Volk-” , so to 

symbolize the achievements of the community and to underline differential treatment of the 

included and the excluded respectively173.

“-gememschaft”, translated in English as “(national) community”, differentiates itself from 

Gesellschaft namely “society” in the cultural point of view. It contains also the organic meaning that 

was formerly purely under the term Volk, determining its color of being “pure German”. Many 

German historians researched on this notion: Gerard Raulet pulled out the framework antithetical to 

each other for critical discourse, that Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft formed in his article, proposing 

the narrative of Gemeinschaft, brought about as an ideal in critique of the modem Gesellschaft -  the 

inner logic of this conclusion would lie in the presumption that the idea regarding Gemeinschaft as 

a non-reality, as an ideal for the future in the form of a “lost past”174. This way of connecting the 

past and future and channeling the perception of the concepts was proven to be very effective. The 

rooting of the timeless and continuous existence of the German Volk has been kept in perfect self- 

consistency with the political agenda to motivate the populace especially after the first World War, 

where the nation was in peril and people continue staying dispersed and alienated. Arpad von Klimo 

and Malte Rolf, from another perspective, laid their emphasis of research on the effect in the 

psychological field as “emotional affirmation” to win the consensus and loyalty of the mass 

subconsciously, by building up an “emotional Gemeinschaft” under a dictatorship175, when people, 

especially ones with trench experiences and the youth group, needed it most.

Vertically, many terms came along with such a suffix according to different specific political need 

of each period: Kampfgemeinschaft, Schicksalsgemeinschaft to after 1945 Opfergemeinschaft', or 

according to the categories of the industry horizontally: Betriebsgemeinschaft, Bodengemeinschaft 

etc. The parallel existence of those terms played a grand role in the Alltagsgeschichte for the 

individual life as well as promoting the acceptance of the ultimate Volksgemeinschaft in the Third 

Reich -  a yet to be achieved social promise through its concrete existence of derived and 

subordinated form (even if it was nominal, or oral, or merely partially), it was however materialized 

in the current reality, touchable and perceivable, in stead of based on the metaphysical ideology

173 David Welch, “Nazi Propaganda and the Volksgemeinschaft: Constructing a People's Community,” Journal of 
Contemporary History 39/2 (2004): 61.

174 Gerard Raulet, Die Modernität der Gemeinschaft. Gemeinschaft und Gerechtigkeit (Frankfurt am Main, 1993), 73.
175 Arpad von Klimo and Malte Rolf, “Rausch und Diktatur: Emotion, Erfahrungen und Inszenierungen totalitärer 

Herrschaft,“ in Volksgemeinschaft im Dritten Reich. Die Konsensbereitschaft der Deutschen aus der Sicht 
sozialistischer Exilberichte, ed. Bernd Stöver. (Düsseldorf, 2006), 16.
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only. In the representation of these lower scale of organization, the remote social promise was made 

no longer hollow, but a habitual existence that really participates and expands in the history of 

everyday life.

As discussed above, the official organizational existence that reflects Volksgemeinschaft is still 

through the facilities and various organizational forms in its name or derived from its compounds 

Volk- or -gemeinschaft. As the current theme studies suggested, the trait of inclusion and exclusion 

marks the NS national community foremost: in this circumstance, such organizational network 

served naturally at the same time as a surveillance system, that collects record of its members for 

social practice, aiming at an “affective integration” of inclusion process or collecting proof for the 

exclusion; from the social perspective, the “connectedness” it contained and “inclusiveness” it 

represented through these organizations omnipresent in all social spheres, is also as a solution to 

reconcile the relation between the German society under the challenge of the modem productive 

relation, especially through its relative unofficial form of Freizeitorganisationen, where the leisure, 

entertainment activities of people's free time as well as the consumption scheme through the state 

program were concerned176; it is also a propaganda exposition that intensifies its reception among 

the populace. Each individual was subscribed under certain kinds of -gemeinschaft, in which they 

could have experience or even get used to the subordination to -gemeinschaft's as the basic 

organizational form or administrative unit, the fundamental value shared within all those former 

-gemeinschaffs stays in circulation, which might also have paved the path for the an above-all 

Volksgemeinschaft at the very top of the pyramid, in the mean time, any action against this core 

ideology could be detected in its smallest ephemoral presence. It's no longer some abstract 

buzzword in the political propaganda but more something that infiltrates various blocks of their 

everyday life.

A built-in advantage that counters the alerts of the populace away was the notions and associations

that existed omnipresently under the Volksgemeinschaft term in Weimar political discourse before

Hitler's power seizure. Also boasting over forging unity and homogeneity of the German people or

at least at the political forces that could be drawn out of it, aiming at electoral supports, only in

versions without the NSDAP racist and biological emphasis. The term itself even got the catch-all

support before Hitler and NSDAP did nominally, since different vision under Volksgemeinschaft

was promoted by the left, middle and right political parties at the same time. The political leverage

176 Cf. ibid. Michael Wildt, (2009), 18; Dietmar Süß and Winfried Süß, “Volksgemeinschaft und Vernichtungskrieg. 
Gesellschaft im nationalsozialistischen Deutschland,“ in  Das Dritte Reich. Eine Einführung (Weltbild Verlag 
GmbH., 2008), 84-86 and 90.
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of its manifold interpretation: as prospective social promise to mobilize and as distraction away 

from social reality (which turned to be effective in appealing to the populace in the Weimar 

circumstances): “a social practice that drew ever-shifting borders between belonging and ostracism 

in everyday life”, it illustrates the will to change and emphasized its status of progressing than fait 

accompli, diverting the focus on the marching towards this social promise than the achieved social 

reality. Among all of those visions under the same term, the one from the Nazi was most likely not 

honest and clear as we have mentioned in the analysis of party politics under Weimar in the second 

chapter, under which the opposite stance and replacement nature that contained in their version of 

Volksgemeinschaft towards the democracy was however clearly to be seen: posing a touchable 

utopia strategically from the semantic point of view, countering resentments against the already 

unpopular Weimar Republic “without challenging its republican principle of sovereignty vested in 

people”, to draw forces for both its supporters or opposers177. Social PROMISES might they all be, 

but the social dynamics and psychological effect these promises generated, however, were real. And 

in theNational Socialist one, such ambiguity may even has “underpinned the Party's success among 

the masses”.178

Such longterm nationwide systematical operation in the Third Reich, with its distinct interpretation 

of the long-haunted desire for unity and totality, requires strong cohesion bar none, and evaluating 

from the regimes' achievements among the mass, what was provided under Volksgemeinschaft 

sufficed people's expectation, or at least convinced them of it successfully. So what was the 

psychological panorama that explains the actual social dynamics under the National Socialists' rule: 

where did the consent and participation come from? What of the effect of Nazi ideologies and 

propaganda, how far did it manage to persuade the mass or even resonate with the mass? As we 

have been analyzing in the entire paper, the core of Volksgemeinschaft is to build up an ideal group 

identity of homogeneity and aiming at territorial expansion, and the means to this ideal community 

is through inclusion and exclusion measures. No matter the term or the nature of this ideology, 

neither is unfamiliar in the German ideological history. Before we look at it from the psychological 

point of view, let us take a look as the determining objective factors lie in the German geopolitical 

and historiographic facts: its international geographic position on the edge of the West and East 

civilizations, illuminating in opposite directions, which might have influenced the German 

reception towards universalism, and lured it towards self-alienation or self-distinction, searching for

177 Michael Wildt, “Die Ungleichheit des Volkes: “Volksgemeinschaft” in der politischen Kommunikation der 
Weimarer Republik,“ in Ibid. Volksgemeinschaft. Neue Forschungen zur Gesellschaft des Nationalsozialismus ed. 
Bajohr and Wildt, (2009), 24-40.

178 Ibid. Martin Broszat, (1970), 393.
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its own Sonderweg179', the lack of distinct external geographic borders also has impact on its 

national ego boundaries and national character, swaying the national security, cultural orientation, 

religious preference as well as the extent of identification with its neighboring countries: as a matter 

of fact, Germany casted its border on its people instead of constantly variating terriotory, thus from 

this point of view also “left the door open for its expansion mania”180; internally it suffered 

generations of splintering with various religious, political inner frontiers and conflicts “between 

rationalism and force, between classicism and romanticism, between Christianity and tribal 

paganism”, concluded by Peter Viereck as an old “German cultural schizophrenia” 181. These 

psychological effects reflect accordingly the former development of Germany as it was pointed out 

in the first chapter.

The fusing period in the second chapter would allow the application of “the political derivatives of 

infantile psychology”, the mystical and remote imaginary glory past that ingrained in the 

ideological and cultural history in the former times already, and now gaining its appropriated 

version by the NSDAP, referring to a kind of infantile omnipotence; while the colliding with the 

contemporary frustrating facts especially the situation after 1918, the defeat and loss of power, the 

trauma of Versailles, the political, economical and social upheaval, these circumstances evoked the 

national concerns and brought the feeling of threats, unleashes its awareness of national impotence 

and limitedness. Such discrepancies led to a severe national crisis, led to the cry for an antidote in 

the national psyche. It enters the second psychological phase of self-identification and self- 

orientation as the infant human-beings do -  to cast new borders to define “self’, find its new 

identity and coordinate in the circumstance. Along with the NSDAP utopia Volksgemeinschaft, with 

the Messianic psychology that targets the identity crisis and carries it higher to the bestowed 

national destiny, and suggests in the background at the same time, an ultimate sacred battle that was 

originally mythical but only concretized in reality later, it also offers tangible methodological advice 

to its realization -  to eradicate the imagined enemy for the sake of world salvation, calling for both 

unity and morale. 182

“Only when the utopian conception of the individual seizes upon currents already present in society 

and gives expression to them” could it be counted as an “effective utopia” that could be translated

179 Taylor A. J. P., The Course o f Germany History: A  Survey o f the Development o f Germany since 1815 (New York: 
Capricorn Books, 1962), 13-16.

180 Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2000), 187.
181 Peter Vierecke, Metapolitics: The Roots o f the Nazi Mind (New York: Capricorn Books, 1965), 3-15. 20.
182 Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2000), 174-185.
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into action183. What the German people seek for through the NSDAP ideal Volksgemeinschaft, is 

something that is counterfactual, something that would appease their obsessive dread of internal 

splitting and transcend the current existing discrepancies. These discrepancies, partially 

subconsciously/unconsciously ignored by them as defensive maneuver to avoid conscious pain 

according to the psychological mechanism, and at the same time, it also got channeled by National 

Socialists' social promise to the future encouraging and compelling their currently contributing. 

Aside from that, in the Nazi advocation of homogeneity as “selected race” for a chosen destiny, in 

demanding territorial expansion for Lebensraum, the NSDAP utopia is, as a matter of fact, offering 

the mass the changing of status of power(racial myths) and boundaries(geopolitical moves) 

irrespective of its actual feasibility or possible cost in the interwar Germany circumstances. That the 

mass accepted the group identity and regard it as the solution to their identity crisis, could probably 

be supplementally elaborated on through Guy Debord's psychogeographic theory184: with which he 

introduced the collective predilections to embrace group identity upon the conditions/perceived 

conditions of “heightened concerns with threat to unity and loss of power”, deducing in the interwar 

Germany context: contemporary national impotence under Weimar versus the imaginary revered 

past omnipotence in a myth preached by NSDAP. Guy Debord has pointed out further, that in such 

circumstances, “the group is likely to rely upon particular archaic infantile features that reflect the 

elementary emotions of its basic assumptions” as prototypical perceptual structure, which explicates 

the organizational form of this imaginary atavistic tribal network of the Nazis, especially when it 

rests upon the supposed failure of Weimar democracy.

It is carefully carried out in the NSDAP case through the group identity, as the group identity 

penetrated individual boundaries, atomized the individual identity, permeated and merged with it 

through its omnipotent definition and omnipresent presentation, equating the persecution of the 

imaginary enemies to the formation of group identity, subliming the practice of violence at the 

individual base an immolation to the entity, so to persuade the individuals of a glorified and just 

restoration, to assure the individuals with the creation of the so-called “mass power” according to 

the Nazi formula. The process group identity building turns out to have managed to create 

Volksgemeinschaft as a kind of “psychological reality” or a “psychophysical integrity”, where 

though the ideal itself stays an unachieved utopia, the individual-community relation was however 

redefined and distorted, the moral standard revised and the scope of responsibility reallocated, the 

nature and the appearance of the individual and individual-formed up group actions conflated with

183 Mannheim Karl, Ideology and Utopia: An Introduction to the Sociology o f Knowledge, trans. Edward Shils and 
Louis Wirth (New York: Harcourt, Brace&World, 1936), 187.

184 Guy Debord defined the term “psychogeography” in 1955, emphasizing on the bilateral dynamics.
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each other, so to endow violence with legitimacy and justification.185

Through the group membership and group identity, the personal identity of the individuals got 

reflected, its worldview and emotional climate passed onto theirs as more than merely propaganda 

and dry ideologies(there is no denying that the longterm exposure under the omnipresent 

propaganda fostered this process as well), instead they internalize the ideology and redefine their 

personal identities in their reception of Volksgemeinschaft, in their regarding of it as if  it is their own 

expression shared in the common entity. As the individual equality was denied in the NSDAP social 

theory of Volksgemeinschaft, it asserted another sort of “equality” upon them within this collective 

community: along with the belonging to this “superior race” they are all simultaneously granted this 

superiority and also encouraged to exert on the realization of their naturally endowed mass power186. 

Gonen went a step further to discuss how the game of power replaced the modernity revolt that 

initially effected and fueled the rise of NSDAP, arguing that it is the change of its nature from a 

reactionary revolt into a movement of power chasing game(playing between the individual 

satisfaction/fulfillment and entity formation through many abstract terms and vague phrases187), 

built the casualty from the cultural and ideological sense of desire for national unity and community 

connectedness into the acceptance, consent and participation in real practices188.

The result of this serious of operations lead to the re-generation of social dynamics, there was no 

longer any separate spheres either for public life nor for private life in such a society -  the 

establishment of the “rootedness” and connectedness to the state replaced .. with community 

activity, an individual who was included in the Volksgemeinschaft, the supposed form of national 

unity and personal fulfillment, was ironically turned out to be the absolute isolation of his, from any 

possible cohesion: prolonging national service periods of teenagers to keep them away and alien 

from the parents, women employment and overtime as well as irregular working shifts to erode the 

kinship, structural changes of workplaces to prevent the derivative banding-together189. And the 

psychological death of individuality, the isolation and powerlessness of the individual exert strong 

effect on pushing them into the integrating and collectivizing, as it was the only option left possible. 

However, the new order in the society and the social dynamics was not only installed in the 

negation of the conventional ones, accompanied with tranquilizers(actual rewards and vested

185 Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2000), 141. 174-185.
186 About the gain and loss of individual equality see Schoenbaum David, (1966), 59. 245-251.
187 For instance the notion of “self”, according to the National Socialist ideology, the “only true self” of an individual 

is his “group-ish self”, his “national self” -  a complete denial of individual autonomy.
188 Ibid. Jay Y. Gonen, (2000), 141-142.
189 Gmnberger Richard, The 12-Year Reich: A Social History of Nazi Germany 1933-1945 (New York: Ballantine 

Books, 1972), 255-274.
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interests) or placebo(ideologies and propaganda), the vacuum was filled with a new set of social 

dynamics and social life, through both the new organizational forms or official major programs we 

have mentioned above, as well as the concomitant activities and social schemes that is going to be 

targeted more in the next part in this chapter.

III.II. Volksgemeinschaft in Real Practices: Mechanisms, Policies and Dynamics

Speaking of the very first measure that NSDAP took after power-seizure, should count the whole set 

o f  Gleichschaltung in every aspect and at every level of the entire country, both to “remove the 

possibility of opposition” and to “organize society in such a way that people could be imbued with 

the spirit of National Socialism”. This include: in the political field, all other parties were banned or 

dissolved, and the employees of all government facilities replaced by National Socialists or 

devoured into the party; in the cultural field, under the command of Goebbels and the newly built 

Reich Chamber of Culture, strict monitoring and control through the registration of members and 

the issuing of permits; among the associations, unions and other social organizations, either 

voluntarily accepted Gleichschaltung or dissolved, thus having their other social identity either 

assimilated/subordinated to the NS or totally crashed, their leaders incarcerated or on exile. The 

result of which is not on the subjective loyalty from each individual for the mass consensus or the 

homogeneity of society, however, it eradicated possible oppositions from their organizational 

form.190

Along with the total annihilation of other organizations and ideologies came the establishment and 

replacement of National Socialist's own, that attends to and interferes with almost every aspect of 

life in each social group: to isolate the individual, put every individual under monitoring and control 

all time around, which also includes their off-duty time in private sphere. This installation, on one 

hand, filled the vacuum left behind by the eradication of the former agencies; on the other hand, the 

new apparatus aimed to see this status throughly with the implantation of different sorts of 

mechanisms to guarantee that. First and foremost, the official agencies of coercive and violent 

nature(which had their institutional aim and nature widely publicized): this refers to the entire terror 

system, represented by newly established agencies with state power like SA, SS under Himmler, 

Gestapo under Heinrich Müller and the concentration camp network as well as the Nazi legal and 

190 Ibid. Lisa Pine, (2007), 30-32.
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prison systems; it also includes some of the innovative forceful rules, which were not codified but 

employed in real coercive practice by the Nazi regime, for example the employment of 

Sippe nhctfiiuigff&m\\y liability punishment system) -  whose effect was not only restricted on the 

persecuted but spread onto the wide populace through its “demonstration effect” and the deterrence 

climate it created: despite of its small and highly selective coverage(on the political opponents), it 

has successfully made terror a mass phenomenon191. And the fact that the mechanisms were not 

actually codified, gives the executive agencies even bigger range in many aspects, while the 

ordinary individual left with more clouds and concerns, that it is not enough to merely passively 

acquiesce it but had to actively “feed” it and assist its creation out of fear or other real perils192.

Another effect derived from the coercive practices of these above-mentioned agencies is not from 

the action itself, but from the fact that it was conducted openly and publicized in the press 

unconcealed193. So why would the regime have it publicized (and even as strategy)? And which 

effect does such propagation generate among the people? It worths first to mention, that the reaction 

of the mass towards this message was not at all negative, it received instead their approval and even 

“a great deal of popular support for the usage (of coercive measures)”, for “the law-abiding citizens 

were pleased that those 'outsiders', 'asocials', 'useless eaters' or 'criminals' were being detained and 

incarcerated”, and as a result of it there were quite an amount of active denunciations194. Lisa Pine 

pointed out its essence of “the public acceptance of'surveillance society' in exchange for crime-free 

streets, economic recovery and law and order”, indicating that the populace perceived it as the cost 

for the prosperity and harmony. But has it really worked in the way they imagined? The invention 

of “people as soft device” -  as I may name in this way, with its nature to instrumentalize the 

individual through not well-based deduction, turns out to be deadly in the evolvement of the 

dynamics between the regime and the society: not only due to its immediate result in a particular 

persecution, in its process it actually turns one away from his social network, leaving an individual 

totally isolated and alienated from all his former social relations, internalized him as one tentacle of 

the system and then inserted him back into his former network for the sake of the system (Gallately 

named it “auto-policing” and “auto-surveillance” system195). And it is exactly this mechanism made

191 Cf. Conan Fischer, “Stormtroopers: A  Social, Economic and Ideological Analysis 1929-35,” in Routiedge Library 
Editions: Nazi Germany and the Holocaust (London: Routiedge, 1983). And Robert Loeffel, Family Punishment in 
Nazi Germany: Sippenhaft, Terror and Myth (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).

192 Peter Phillips, The Tragedy o f Nazi Germany (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1969), 156.
193 Ibid. Robert. Gellately. 2001. pp. 50.
194 Patrick Wagner, Volksgemeinschaft ohne Verbrecher. Konzeption und Praxis der Kriminalpolizei der Weimarer 

Republik und des Nationalsozialismus (Hamburg: Christians, 1996).
195 Robert Gallately, The Gestapo and German Society: Enforcing Racial Policy, 1933-1945 (Oxford, 1990), 258.
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the generally “under-staffed” and “over-bureaucratized” Nazi surveillant agencies manage to stay 

“omniscient and omnipresent” objectively, as well as changed the interactions between the 

individual and the regime fundamentally: the individual is convinced by the Nazi mechanism and 

giving their consent to some degree, even without the consideration of their vested interest or 

personal advantages.196

Besides the terror system as the state body of declared violence, there are another kind of network 

of an ambivalent nature: neither purely for the purpose of surveillance or deterrence, nor only to 

manipulate popular consensus or to bond the populace with granted welfare or certain benefits to 

win more popularity and consent penetrating every social group. Such networks, containing both 

official and everyday life nature, keep every social group in the society included and participate in 

as well as affect on its member's quotidian activities comprehensively: targeting the workers 

implemented programs of the German Labor Frond Deutsche Arbeitsfront in short DAF) and Beauty 

of Labor Organization(5cAö«/zezy der Arbeit in short KdF): to replace the Unions and to “create a 

sense of attachment of the workers to their workplace so to raise productivity” in nominal terms 

respectively, KdF (not only covering workers group) in charge of the “hygienic and aesthetic 

improvement” of workplaces as well as all kinds of cultural, sport and recreational programs while 

DAF more associated with the Volkswagen project and its leisure sections in assistance with KdF; 

for the traditional middle-class sectors, there were also organizations to preside and re-coordinate: 

for example the Reich Food Estate for agriculture, where data of each farmer was carefully kept in 

track and activities monitored, production imposed, hierarchy strictly topdown authorized; similar 

for the artisans, traders, shopkeepers... Taking the improvement of the workers' group as an 

example,(as workers are considered to be the most benefited social group of the interests and the 

most passive group that applauded the regime, though not evenly197) in the new institutional settings 

through DAF and KdF (“to tie them to the state and state politics”), their newly gained benefits and 

advancements could be categorized as the following perspective: the material benefits they got, the 

additional satisfaction or psychological reward from the working or Deutsche Qualität honoring, 

their representational need and the unexpected sign of upward mobility -  these messages from the 

new regime was delivered through the paid holidays, expansion of vacation, organized mass 

tourism trips(or promise of such travel possibilities), the greater accessibility to the cultural events 

like cinema, theatre and other leisure or amusement activities, the self-esteem enhancement from

196 Multiple cites in the paragraph from Ibid. Lisa Pine, (2007), Chapter 2.
197 SOPADE. (reports of Social Democratic Party SPD in Exile Activists). Deutschland-berichte der 

Sozialdemokratischen Partei Deutschlands 1934-1940. Bd. 4. (Frankfurt am Main, 1980), 1937.
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programs like People's Car(Volkswagen), workplace improvement198.

In touching the “personal networks” and “instrumentalizing people” to realize the nazification of 

the society(not only concerning the terror system itself but also the other coercive measures and the 

indirect catering strategies), the National Socialists also engaged itself with a delicate sphere in a 

society, especially in the context of German social tradition and culture -  family/household, whose 

role as the basic unit and foundation of the society has been of great importance both in the pre

industrial Germany and in the modern time (as a matter of fact the family policy has also been of 

paramount importance for the entire social policy in Weimar, and as the Weimar republic ended up 

with the economic difficulties the social problems including the family policy were left sharpened). 

Especially in the early 20th century Germany, along with the relative passive industrialization and 

industrial rationalization taking place, a balance of industrial demand of production (especially 

when considering the economic pressure Germany has faced after the first World War) and the 

birthrate management is required. Aside from that, the “family” topic also involves multiple factors 

like the emancipation of women (not only as the by-product of industrialization but also as idea in 

popular culture internationally), the direct impact of the scientific and medical advancement and 

breakthroughs on the public health, hygiene and birthrate. 199

Thus when the NSDAP went on with the Volksgemeinschaft idea on the ruin of the failed family 

program in Weimar, it was attractive also from the traditional family perspective in its promise of 

restoring the Volk. Its racial and collective nature, however, shifted the track of its interpretation and 

real policy practices: in the scope of the included among the Volksgenossen, family was no longer 

supposed to be a private and enclosed scope but in service of the national community and in 

constant accommodation of the state's changing needs, and one step further in the real social 

policies inside of the community -  aside from the socialization of families (privatized 

politicalization in nature) and the nationalization of procreation (social engineering in nature 

represented by the notorious prenatal policies with Lebensborn program as an extreme example), 

Volksgemeinschaft connects with the individual (with this projects women especially) and 

internalizes the individual to the “grand family” of Volksgemeinschaft directly, making the social 

unit “family” merely a figurehead in the personal relations (this process was done along with 

measures of “compensation” and “disguise” for the individual as elaborated in the following 

paragraphs over the leisure, cultural and welfare benefits as incentives and anaesthetics); for the

198 Ibid. Alf Liidtke, (1992), 57.
199 Michelle Mouton, From Nurturing the Nation to Purifying the Volk: Weimar and Nazi Family Policy, 1918-1945 

(German Historical Institute: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 272-282.
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excluded Volksfremden and among the “unworthy” social groups, marital relation was intervened 

forcefully and childbearing banned from the state out of its very racial nature: marriage across the 

racial border line not allowed, the already formed-up family practice interrupted, relations among 

the LGBT groups forbidden and persecuted in the state-imposed sexual morality. Though due to the 

shifting of national needs, the actual implementation through the bureaucratic system, the local 

differences, it was carried out inconsistently and unevenly as Mouton pointed out in the conclusion 

over the his research in the Nazi family policy. 200

On the other hand, there were all kinds of social welfare assistance set for families under the Nazi 

rule marriage loans, tax breaks, the rhetorical moral glorification(for instance the Mother) and 

official emphasis of the woman ideal with explicit praise on a fertile wife/mother role and her 

procreation (of the Aryan German women racially) in the Nazi propaganda, the women's 

organization on training domestic practices and its derivative women community network... From 

appearance, it might seem to be in contradiction to tighten the curb on the family running and 

childbearing and at the same time elevating women's image and encouraging their participation in 

the national practice. The combined effect however did managed to dismantle family relation 

assisted individual isolation and reinforce the surveillance and control, to exert direct affect on the 

exclusionary practices, to facilitate state birthrate control and the coordination of the labor pool, and 

all to assist the establishment and insertion of “the alternative social order” in the Third Reich, 

redefining the relation between the individual and national community. Apart from these direct 

engagement, women hold another unique role in domesticalization of nazification at home front'. 

concretely through the succoring programs towards the poorer, the domestic programs through 

women-presided quotidian \\fe(Eintopfsonntag, “pound donation”) and the home exercises of 

politicalized public festivals and celebrations. These initiatives, however, involved the women in 

building the Volksgemeinschaft at a new height, it helped enhancing the “perceived equality” 

through mutual help among the people thus gained the regime more popularity without extra 

burdening, but more importantly it made the Volksgemeinschaft felt, along with the practice of their 

social role at home. In employing women in the community-building process and the usage of the 

home front(f the incorporation of home into the community network” as Alf Lüdtke expressed it201), 

t h e  Volksgemeinschaft managed to break through and literally reform the theoretically 

unmanageable part of people's everyday life, merging the women's share of participation by

200 Gisela Bock, Zwangssterilisation im Nationalsozialismus: Studien zur Rassenpolitik und Frauenpolitik (Opladen: 
Westdeutscher Verlag, 1986). and Nancy R. Reagin Sweeping the German Nation: Domesticity and National 
Identity in Germany, 1870-1945 (Cambridge University Press, 2007), 110-143.

201 Ibid. Alf Lüdtke, (1986), 82.
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granting them multiple social functions in the community practices, incorporate the conventionally 

private sphere into the Nazi political network by dissolving the boundaries between community and 

private family thus turn households as another device and sphere for national practices.202

Neck to neck with the organizational techniques occupies propaganda another vital position in the 

political action of the Nazi regime, which contributed its share both to its rising-into-power and to 

its social and ideological “revolution” process in the most outspoken way, acting directly on the 

public opinion and public perception, exerting straightforwardly on destroying the traditional 

values, norms and loyalties of all the conventional senses203. It showed its potency since before 

Hitler came into power(in the pre-1933 time with its key characteristic of flexible adaption to 

different social groups), and secured its paramount political significance in the Third Reich politics 

ever since. The Nazi propaganda machine, has never acted as merely a rigid manipulatory tool of 

delivering the official ideas and disseminating the party programs passively204, but affected the 

populace in the way that it approached them through their emotional(irrational) resonance, mostly 

concealed, convincing them of the legitimacy and efficacy of the regime and the validity of its 

policy and governmental decisions (the mobilizing power of the propaganda has its crucial 

attribution in the Nazi's emphasis on its consistent convergence of its ideology with the traditional 

Germanness and German Nationalism, on its nature of transcendency of the Weimar politics, on 

tactical exploitation and adaption of the existing irrationality of the populace -  the distinctiveness of 

this feature of Nazi propaganda even appeared to some scholars and historians as one of the most 

essential factors for its election victory)205. In other words, the cliché understanding of propaganda 

as purely malignant “imposed ideology” on the mass is at least not the whole picture in the Nazi 

case, quite on the contrary, it actively takes part in appealing to public will, persuading and 

indoctrinating the populace, guiding and converting the public opinion, reinforcing the regime's 

terror and violence, gaining people's acquiescence or consent (even “ahead of organization” as 

Hitler intended to gain the “necessary support and material” for the latter), mobilizing them into a 

total commitment to the totality and wielding the nation together206.

202 Cf. Ibid. Michelle Mouton, (2007). Ibid. Nancy R. Reagin, (2007). and Ibid. Alf Liidtke, (1986). See also Gabrielle 
Czamowski, “Der Wert der Ehe für die Volksgemeinschaft: Frauen und Manner in der nationalsozialistischen 
Ehepolitik,“ i n Zwischen Karriere und Verfolgung. Handlungsräume von Frauen in nationalsozialistischen 
Deutschland, ed. Kirsten H., Barbara V. and Ulrike W. (Frankfurt. Campus Verlag, 1997), 78-95.

203 Cf. David Schoenbaum, Hitler's Social Revolution (1966) and Ralf Dahrendorf, Society and Democracy in 
Germany (1966) and David Welch, The Third Reich: Politics and Propaganda (London: Routledge, 1993).

204 Guy Debord has introduced the term “passive spectatorship” in his book The Society o f the Spectacles' and 
elaborate further that how “enormously positive, indisputable, and in accessible” the omnipresent appearance of the 
spectacle is and how passive it left the individual, which might already show some idea of the individual situation 
in the ubiquitous propaganda feeding in the Third Reich. See Guy Debord, The Society o f the Spectacles' (1967).

205 Jay W. Baird, The Mythical World o f Nazi War Propaganda 1925-1945 (Minneapolis: Minn, 1974), 4.
206 Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf (1925), 473-475.
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Hitler's sensation of propaganda, its function in the Nazi movement and its role in Nazi power- 

seizure, also has been enlightened to him some time earlier and turns out to be from already that 

time radical. As his Mein Kampf was taken as the outline and bible of the Nazi propaganda “action”, 

his understanding of its political usage should be taken into discussion. And considering the fact 

that the theme propaganda consisted of two entire chapters in his autobiography, his valuing in 

propaganda and its political power should definitely not be understated. In the chapter War 

Propaganda vaMein Kampf, his narrated in a deeply self-convinced tone that “immense results 

could be obtained by a correct application of propaganda”, making comparison of the propaganda 

employment of both sides of rivalries in the WWI (the Austrian/German side's wrong and the 

English/American side's of correct enemy propaganda) and tired to analyze through the comparison 

how the failure of war propaganda attributed to Germany's failure in the war207. As English 

propaganda historian David Welch, who has tried drawing a whole picture in his book covering 

Hitler's grasp over the propaganda, pointed out, Hitler started his examination over propaganda 

strategies since the World War, he labelled Hitler as “not a propaganda theorist” but “a quick-learner 

over its employment” : He grasped propaganda as an art of stimulating. He first understood the 

essential role of propaganda in the political movements set on power-obtaining, then he had the new 

perspective of seeing it as a “political salesmanship in mass market”208.

According to Hitler, propaganda “must be addressed always and exclusively to the masses” due to 

the “gullible malleability” of theirs and the consistency of their sentiment209; effective propaganda 

designed for them shall be “limited to a very few points and must harp on these in slogans until the 

last member of the public understands what you want him to understand by it” due to the limited 

receptivity of the mass; thus the way how propaganda should be employed is “to bring their 

attention to certain facts, processes, necessities, whose significance is thus for the first time placed 

within their filed of vision”, the persistence in repeating it is emphasized210. Hitler also addressed in 

his autobiography the method of propaganda employment very clearly, which to some degree 

largely shadowed or even completely summarized the core of its real application in the Third Reich 

real practices. According to his understanding, the key purpose of propaganda is to convince, and its 

realization requires certain volume of time and endless repetition of some simple core ideas among 

the masses. And the way the propaganda was operated in the Third Reich, placed its function of

207 Ibid. Adolf Hitler, (1925), Volume I Chapter 6.
208 Ibid. David Welch, (1993), 11.
209 Ibid. David Welch, (1993), 26.
210 Ibid. Adolf Hitler, (1925), 165-169.
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“co-ordinate the political will of the nation with the aims of the state” to accomplish “passive 

acquiescence” through building a collective idenhtydb/ksgemeinschaft) that collects as much 

German individuals as possible in connection with the totalitarian regime, is just the perfect display 

of his idea.

Apart from Hitler himself, another most influential figure that also co-outlines the propaganda 

operation in the Third Reich, must be the minister of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda (since 

1930) Joseph Goebbels. As the orchestrator of the party propaganda with awareness of the 

influential power of the press in its political function (both “to inform” and “to instruct” the 

mass211), especially its essential role in the Gleichschaltung and the coordination of the party and 

state. He aimed at “re-educate” the German people in the revolutionary values system of the 

NSDAP. He is a gifted propagandist since his Berlin Gau time and an aspirational and skilled mind 

master, who concerns himself with allying the fear of the audience, developing the bond of 

sympathy with them so to convey his ideas as minister and tackles it by flattery, building common 

grounds and assert his own legitimacy and authority212. At the same time, he is also the proficient 

operator of the means of communication: as he has already showed his gift in propaganda in the 

management of the local newspaper Der Angriff in Berlin both in underling its anti- 

parliamentarianism anti-Semitism nature and in projecting Hitler Myth before the Nazi power- 

seizure. His ministry, aiming at a total success in uniting people's identification with the Nazi ideal, 

hit together with his own ambition.

According to the analysis of David Welch, Goebbels has already deployed the very term 

Volksgemeinschaft concept in propaganda since the late Weimar time before the Nazi power-seizure 

as “an ideological obverse to the class conflict as a feature of the Weimar Republics213” to win the 

electoral votes. And the term Volksgemeinschaft obviously has continued to be the essence as well 

as the core propaganda terms that keeps been repeated and emphasized by the regime with at all 

occasions, as it has haunted the other practical spheres as well, Goebbels spared no effort no 

expertise of his in weaving “certain subjects in the field of visions” of the mass together with the 

NSDAP ideal through his mastery of propaganda means. The nationwide scope for propaganda after 

his appointment and the Nazi monopoly of the communication means after it secured power, 

granted him more resources and fed his ambition. He followed the thoughts and wishes of Hitler,

211 Bundesarchiv Koblenz, R43II/1149. 28. Record on the twin tasks of press according to Joseph Goebbels.
212 Richard Taylor, “Goebbels and the Function o f Propaganda,” in Nazi Propaganda: The Power and the Limitations 

ed. David Welch (New Jersey: Bames&Noble Books, 1983), 33.
213 Ibid. David Welch, (1993), 39.
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affirming its “simplicity, force and concentration” in both ideas and implements214. One last thing 

worthy to be mentioned before we enter the analysis of apparatus, contents and approaches that the 

Nazi propaganda employed is, that Hitler's ideology or Goebbels believing does not always tone 

with the regime's ideology and policy, and could also not replace the latter, though the analysis 

could not step further without it.

As it is known for an authoritarian regime characterized with its adaption of modern media and 

technologies in their propaganda and mass events, the real propaganda practices in the Third Reich 

rested institutionally upon Reichsministerium fu r  Volksaufklarung und Propaganda (RMVP), 

Central Propaganda Office and the Reich Chamber of Culture (under which literature, theatre, 

music, radio, film, fine arts, press). These three institutions are mandated with “national spiritual 

directing” and managed it through the politicalization of the media (among which Goebbels prefers 

particularly media that possesses “uniqueness in processing the immediacy” like radio215), the 

nationalization of cultural industries (arts and cultural professions) as well as the regulation of 

people's cultural life etc., the real intention lies in offering the regime a tool to depict, define and 

declare: what the regime is doing and why they should agree with what it has been doing. From the 

content scope, it varies from the national myth, to the spreading the pervasive fear of coercive 

violence, to the positive party image through schemes of popular entertainment, mass enjoyment 

and social welfare, to the unity of the imaginary community, the vision of the glory future in the 

Volksgemeinschaft -  where the absoluteness of its truth or falseness does not play any role, but its 

highly selective nature of displaying and its growing sway on eliminating the objectivity and 

“inappropriate” opinion, on the implantation of the new national consciousness, on the creation of a 

National Socialists' “people's culture” and its immersing presentation before the populace and 

penetration into their mind through all kinds of medium. The combination of political usage of 

modem media (the consciousness and capacity part) and national monopoly of these sectors (the 

resources and techniques part), enabled the delivery of its political agenda and equipped the Reich 

with the last puzzle piece of necessary political “software”, setting “a link between the regime and 

the people, the living contact between the government and the expression of the popular will” 216. 217

From the hardware point of view, financial support and technical circumscribing (of the reception

214 Ibid. Bundesarchiv Koblenz, R43II/ 1149, 28a.
215 Ibid. Bundesarchiv Koblenz, R43II/1149, 27a. Quote from Joseph Goebbels on his opinion over radio and 

television.
216 Ibid. Bundesarchiv Koblenz, R43II/1149, 25-25a. Quote from Joseph Goebbels on the role of the propaganda and 

the establishment of Ministry for Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda.
217 Cf. Schoenbaum David, (1966) and David Welch, (1993), Richard Taylor, (1983).
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range) of communication devices were provided to the public: the expansion of manufacturing, 

ownership promotion of the radios with low price and the concomitant installation service, with the 

end aim to create and promote mass culture and mass radio audiences both in public spheres and 

private households -  which allows the synchronization to reach out to every individual at any 

possible occasion (including the female population at home, who are merged also into the 

Volksgemeinschaft experiencing and practicing)218. The political content of the podcasts include the 

speeches and announcements (especially those from Hitler himself), the national events, the rallies 

broadcast, propaganda campaign ... -  all of those are at the same time great material for analyzing 

the Nazi propaganda in general. What worths particular mentioning is the so-called “communal 

listening” in public places, which developed into a vital ritual-like group activity in the societal life, 

that popularizes the media on one side, and forges the conformity on the other through scrutinizing 

the reception. The written form of the press was even easier to employ as they have been used for 

political agenda throughout Weimar, plus the press freedom was already abandoned to a high degree 

through the emergency decree in late Weimar years.

In contrast to the political front there are also other blocks that have had a propensity for echoing 

the same chore in other fields of social life from the “sideway”, which contributed to reach the so- 

called “perceived Volksgemeinschaft”, as we bear in mind despite of its nature as “a community in 

the making”, “a community in transformation”, which sets its potency in the determination of 

improvement and the promise of a future achievement, it still demands for certain (at least 

symbolic) tangible actualities in goods and experiences as “foretastes of the good life as master 

race”219 to generate real perception, so to encourage greater amount of participation and to maintain 

the yet mobilized. It might even has exerted more effect in mobilizing and reaching consent and 

conformity than the official coercive and propaganda channel, since it actually influence the 

individual's well-being and interests at everyday basis. The fields through which the 

Volksgemeinschaft is to be “perceived” include roughly the following 4 sorts(sorts that temporarily 

divided to convenient the presentation), each of them serving the ultimate goal of “enlarging and 

purifying the supreme national community”220 with particular or even compound focal points in

218 Katherine Lacey, “Driving the Message Home: Nazi Propaganda in the Private Sphere,” in Gender Relations in 
Germany History: Power, Agency and Experience from the Sixteenth to the Twentieth Century, ed. Lynn Abrams 
and Elisabeth Harvey, (London: Duke University Press, 1996), 195. She also emphasized in her publication the role 
of radio on changing women's and families' consumption habits.

219 Shelly Baranowski, Strength through Joy: Consumerism and Mass Tourism in the Third Reich (Cambridge 
University Press, 2004), 4.

220 Shelley Baranowski, “Strength through Joy: Tourism and National Integration in the Third Reich,” in Being 
Elsewhere: Tourism, Consumer Culture and Identity in Modern Europe and North America, ed. Shelley Baranowski 
and K. Semmens (University of Michigan Press, 2001), 213.
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differentiating the excluded and the included, or in dismantling the class-based, religious-based or 

region-based divisions and sectional interests, or in dissolving the individual boundaries and 

promoting the collectivity: 1. Free-time activities under the banner of “Kraft durch i'reude" in the 

entertainment, leisure and cultural fields; 2. democratizing of consumption(creating a society of 

consumption through specialized programs and on particular items) and state-tilted price on 

selective products(Iblksproduktey. 3. Social welfare system; 4. expansion of the social insurance. 

Various those forms are, the common objective is to deliver perceived “improvement in the standard 

of living”, to enhance the perceived collectivity and to “embed the future visions of prosperity”221.

Such Enhancement of status was illustrated mostly in the symbolic sense of “democratizing 

prestigious goods and services” to “give flesh and blood to the imagined racial community by 

reaching across the class border lines” majorly through Volkprodukte and bourgeois-alike 

“wholesome enjoyments”, suggesting and affirming the potency that only a united community 

could achieve; while the nature of such activities stays, however, as state-driven “low-cost non

commercial consumption toward collective ends” -  in other words, the vaunted version of 

“hyperpoliticalization” exercises in social life with certain particular offers for the people. As it 

served the people (referring only to those who are included in the community) as the positive side 

of everyday national practices (as the distraction part) as well as a reward for their political 

conformity, the individual is granted another sense of individual autonomy and a new aspect of 

selfhood in these collective experiences -  in forms of pleasure and self-assertiveness, of a new 

quality of recognition and practical welfare. They gained also the “perceived equality” in virtue of 

this process, which transfers the commonness into an acceptable form of namelessness through the 

leisure and recreational activities(in almost a ritual way of uniformity): where one not only received 

exactly the same benefits and welfare treatment as everybody else, but also became the image of 

everyone else in the meanwhile. Its efficacy of effacing individuality match well with its persuasive 

power toward collectivity: where the national aspiration coincides and woven together with the 

private vision through the very true personal perceptions and experiences of the individual.222

To ensure this highly political message is properly delivered and deeply imbedded, the regime had it 

carried out in a way that is carefully designed. Its explicit political purpose could be easily detected 

in its avoidance and even forbiddance of privacy and intimacy in the recreational activities, it is

221 Ibid. Shelley Baranowski, (2001), 6.
222 Cf. ibid. Shelley Baranowski, (2001) and Geoff Eley, (2013), and Ibid. Alf Liidtke, (1986), 82. See also Alf Liidtke, 

“'Ehre der Arbeit’: Industriearbeiter imd Macht der Symbole. Zur Reichweite symbolische Orientierungen im 
Nationalsozialismus,“ in Arbeiter im 20. Jahrhundert ed. Klaus Tenefelde (Stuttgart: Klett-Cotta, 1991), 333-335.
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instead superseded by a manner of “integrated regimentation” which foreshadows rather a trend of 

militarization. The real agenda is meticulously incorporated in the regime's pandering to the 

individuals' self-interests and even through the framework of popular entertainment, where the 

individuals are supposed to relax themselves and stay off-guarded. The entire scheme is to 

interweave the private vision of the individual (of both better in quality and equal in its distribution) 

together with the national aspirations of the Nazi and the national regeneration through the Nazi, to 

create an atmosphere where the national practices are buried and engulfed in every aspect of social 

life, and even indicating its positive sway onto the social life. It consists one of the most 

indispensable step of “reframing National Socialists everyday life” in all aspects and managed to 

deliver the regime very loyal subjects, whose personal desires and interests are subordinated to the 

Volksgemeinschaft, through the process receiving and accepting its practical welfare delivery, so 

that they would conduct “a process of perpetual putting up” and “go along with state injustice and 

violence” on their excluded fellows223 without their very own consciousness (effectively stopped the 

slightest intention of resistance before they are generated).

As there was a whole set of comprehensive programs covering every perspective under the four 

fields listed above, not all of them were realized or were even realistic to realize at all, in regard of 

both the real feasibility in the Nazi Germany and the actual intention behind the regime's scheme. 

The most representative examples in the failure of delivering must count the Volkswagen program 

under the subcategory of Volksprodukte consumption and the P rora project on the Rügen island 

from the mass tourism program. However, as the potency of entire leisure programs lays in its 

nature of being promise, the positive effect it generated is effective among the people despite of the 

partial preemption in subsequent actuality, not to mention the regime strategically channeled this 

“uplift” feeling of the individuals from the material enjoyment and advancement of living standard, 

into both “racial uplift” through the disparate treatment in the occupied zones as well as in the 

“spiritual uplift” in the war preparation and during the war in name of the national cause.

For the effectively executed parts within the scheme, Lisa Pine's book might be of value to refer to. 

In her treatise to dissect the Nazi ideal community Volksgemeinschaft, she devoted two chapters to 

elaborate the implemented parts with partial or full actualization in the Third Reich social and 

cultural life: explaining how the cultural and leisure activities were carried out, via which apparatus, 

benefited the people how, resonate to which main topoi of the official ideology and contributed to 

their national practices in which way. KdF, as how it stays most virtually identical among the 

223 Ibid. Alf Liidtke, (1991), 333-335.
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people, played the central role in organizing the cultural and leisure life of people's free-time 

activities. Aiming at promoting the “collective sameness combined with personal pleasure of 

relaxation”224, it comprised a wide range of programs from fitness and sport facilities, to vacations 

and mass tourism (including paid vacations, package holidays, subsidized excursions and cruises, 

leisure infrastructure and facilities developing: hostels, resorts, mass transportation facilities like 

trains, cruise ships), to all sorts of cultural events: films, theaters, concerts, museums and art 

galleries.225

The common ground that all the cultural display share: from the organization point of view all 

under national monopoly with specific Reich's Chamber for regulation of personal, budgets, 

programme policy and supervision of production and presentation; from the content point of view 

the promotion of true German culture and Nazi principles versus the eradication of “un- 

Germanness”, turing the literature and artistic stage a force and method of implanting their own 

ideology; from the process point of view the selection and monitoring versus the artistic freedom; 

from the procedure point of view all endured surge and cleanse, and each piece under strict 

dictation and censorship226. Each sort of cultural activity is thus extremely politicalized and heavily 

ideology-tilted, both from its content and its display to the public in the ritual-like manner of mass

gathering, with the ultimate goal to serve the rule of the National Socialists and the formation of the 

national community. Borrowing the case study of film industry from her analysis on the cultural 

activities as a whole: the film industry came under the regime's dominance under Joseph Goebbels, 

who pinned the instrumental role of film as “influencing the masses” and “manipulating the 

population” and advocated a mixed policy of entertainment and propaganda227. The measures for its 

control includes the censorship of film content, the restriction on the membership of the Reich film 

chamber, the execution of entertainment tax under Prädikate, the expansion of the film public under 

“Regional Film Service” for a wider impact as both propaganda and inclusion measures(esp. the 

political films who witnessed a prodigious publicity and fund), and the national monopolization and 

nationalization in the end of film industry228. Though there was no total state control nor propaganda 

replacement of film industry till the expedient situation in the war in the year of 1942, the 

“ideologizing of the screen” is still proven to be heavy through exploiting the picture which

224 Geoff Eley, Nazism as Fascism: Violence, Ideology and the Ground of Consent in Germany 1930-1945 (London 
and New York: Routledge, 2013), 70.

225 Cf. Ibid. Lisa Pine, (2007) and Ibid. Shelley Baranowski (2001).
226 Cf. Ibid. Lisa Pine (2007) and Günter Berghaus, The Ritual Core of Fascist Theatre, in Fascism and Theatre, 51-57. 

see also B. Drewniak, Das Theater im NS-Staat. Szenarium deutsches Zeitgeschichte 1933-1945 (Düsseldorf, 1983) 
and S. Barron, Degenerate Art: The Fate of the Avant-Garde in Nazi Germany (Los Angeles, 1991).

227 See for example Joseph Goebbels' statement to the Reich Film Chamber. 9th Feb. 1934.
228 Ibid. Lisa Pine, (2007), 183-189.
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indoctrinates or reflects the same principles, ideologies and ideals of the NSDAP229.

The consumption policy, as it concern people's livelihood, links often directly to the public opinion 

towards the regime with the power of legitimizing/delegitimizing it. Mass consumption, addressing 

itself “a racially homogeneous costumer paradise”230, thus consists another essential part of the 

scheme with the promise of profusion of goods ranging from customer goods like communication 

devices, automobiles, fine apartment to public services or customer activities like the leisure 

projects like mass tourism, cultural events etc mentioned above from the Nazi government. It meant 

to provide people a sense of material abundance, industrial prosperity, economic optimism, 

improvement of living standard and unsurprisingly all lead to the vision of the ultimate community. 

Similar to the leisure projects, the actual occurrence of these promises was delivered highly 

selectively and partially, while the majority of it remained unfulfilled, since there was “scarcely 

some increase in the 1930s and precipitously decline of living standard during the war”, since the 

consumer goods were at the cost of the regime's prioritizing on armament production and heavy 

industry231. The exceptions, conceivably, remained on the objects and services that are “particular 

useful to the body politic” : these include a range of Volksprodukte of political usage, for both 

practical employment and the symbolic meaning232. The nature of the Nazi consumerism thus stays 

as an ideologically infected (in particular styles, patterns and on specific items) state-dominated 

consumption model, its commercial relations and costumer culture were both dominated and 

redefined by the state, and association with the Nazi racial sanitizing, foreign invasion and war 

preparation could not be put aside233.

The welfare and Social policy, with its direct differential treatment(“hierarchy of social assistance 

recipients”) of the Volksgenossen and the Gemeinschaftsfremde and indirect participation in social

engineering, played an active role in the inclusion and exclusion (welfare service and welfare 

payments as instruments) of the people in helping shaping up the Volksgemeinschaft especially 

according to the racial and eugenic criteria, which appealed to the majority of the people who are 

included and consolidated the exclusion practice, combined the ideological and financial motives at

229 M. S. Phillips, “The Nazi Control o f the German Film Industry,” Journal of European Studies (1971): 37-45.
230 Michael Geyer, “Germany, or the Twentieth Century as History,” The South Atlantic Quarterly. Vol. 96. (1997) 

692.
231 Paul Lerner, “An All-Consuming History? Recent Works on Consumer Culture in Modern Germany,” in Central 

European History Vol. 42. No. 3. (Cambridge University Press, 2009): 513-514. 524.
232 Adam Tooze, “The Economic History o f the Nazi Reqime,” In Nazi Germany ed. Jane Caplan (Oxford University 

Press, 2008), 168-195.
233 Gotz Aly, Hitler's Volksstaat: Raub, Rassenkrieg und Nationaler Sozialismus (Fischer, 2005), first edition published 

by University of Michigan.
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the same time254. It ultimate goal was also not for improving the individual lives but for serving the 

interest of the Volksgemeinschaft according to Ludwig Brucker and Walter Schuhmann from the 

Nazi social policy circles, which matches the Nazi organizing idea “collective primacy over 

individual”235. Strict racist line was drawn right after the power-seizure in 1933 in the official 

welfare policy, and a more explicit stance was taken since the middle 1930s, but the exclusion was 

already taking place at the local level towards the ethnic minorities Jews, Sinti, Roma social- 

assistance-seekers, way ahead of the total radicalized welfare policy from the center236.

The other part of assistance that the welfare reforms offered to the Nazi movement in its march 

towards Volksgemeinschaft lies in the direct financial/material support and policy inclination 

towards in connection with the family running, procreation and children raising, which are in total 

consistency with its institutional reformation and incessant rhetorical encouragement through 

propaganda for specific political agenda of demographic social engineering. The terms include: the 

interest-free loans for young couples with an amount of RM 600 as average(on the condition of 

women withdraw from labor market), who are “economically eligible and politically as well as 

eugenically reliable”237; enlarging income tax allowances and tax exemption for parent with 

dependent child and women on marriage; maternity benefits for working women(especially before 

their confinement); the extension of sickness insurance, nursing payments for the working mothers 

and parents of large families; paid leave for women with infants; introduction of family allowance 

towards the large families for their fffth/sixth or even third/fourth children(for the working 

women)238.

Put the whole set of schemes together with its feedbacks among the people, along with the social 

dynamics stirred between them in analysis, it might already show some valid insight in addressing 

back to the topic of how partial it might be to ascribe the ideology and social practices in the Third 

Reich as mere a coercive totalitarian regime imposing an established system anchored in a fanatic 

randomly picked-up ideology upon the populace, forcing atrocity out of them. Nor did Hitler has

234 Nicole Kramer, “Welfare, Mobilization and the Nazi Society,” in Poverty and Welfare in Modern German History 
ed. Lutz Raphael (New York: Berghahn Books, 2017), 137, 145-146.

235 Ibid. Nicole Kramer, (2017), 140.
236 Wolf Gmner, “Deutscher Gemeindetag (The German Council of Municipalities) and the Coordination of Anti- 

Jewish Local Politics in the Nazi State,” Holocaust Genocide Studies (1999). See also U. Lohalm, Völkische 
Wohlfahrtsdiktatur. Öffentliche Wohlfahrtspolitik im nationalsozialistischen Hamburq (Hamburg: Dölling und 
Galitz, 2010), 429-435.

237 See DAF, Deutsche Sozialpolitik 1936-1937, 59. and Kirkpatrick Clifford, Nazi Germany: its Women and Family 
Life (Indiannapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1938).

238 Cf. Tim Mason, Nazism, Fascism, and the Working Class, ed. Prof. Jane Caplan (Cambridge University Press, 
1995) 162-169. And ibid. David Schoenbaum, (1966). Chapter 6. David V. Glass, Population Policies and 
Movements in Europe (1940), 272-303.
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such mobilizing power from some born charisma and personal cult. Instead, it has always been the 

bilateral social dynamics between the regime and the people that has left possibility for the 

establishment, maintaining, and even progressing in its building of new social order in pursuit of the 

national unity Volksgemeinschaft. The capacity of the ideology has both its foregrounds and fuse to 

thank to for the occurrence of Nazi in the interwar Germany, otherwise, the party's approach in 

tackling the delicate relation between the individual and national community, its tactical application 

and integration in the everyday life as a monolith, are also crucial to its thirteen-year-rule. The 

populace surely played its role, some specific social groups even shared the vision party out of their 

own initiative and backgrounds, out of practical thinking, out of the consideration of other grounds; 

others under the guidance/misguidance of the party, which turned to be astute and effective.
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Conclusion

“All history is contemporary history” as R. G. Collingwood has put it in his The Idea o f History239, 

not to mention the Nazi history itself lies not afar. As the coeval phenomenon of our nowadays 

society, not only the understanding towards this historical period influences our grasp of what 

happened exactly in Germany's recent past, the development of German nationalism ideological 

history also spreads its thread further in a comparative or variant form to the present time. Besides, 

the sway of this history still haunts the German society as a “default ground” no matter from its 

political trend, national identification, cultural orientation or social dynamics -  all to disengage with 

this past.

Enough work has been dedicated to offer precious insights to answer the question “why Nazism has 

found its ground in the interwar Germany”, and it is even more gratifying to see that this academic 

exploration has not at all winded down. Quite on the contrary, the heated discussion with new 

angles and approaches in social history, in Alltagsgeschichte, with a whole new set of theory and 

methodologies endeavored to address this intricate phenomenon from anew, as one of the most 

overriding historical phenomena in German history as well as in world history.

However, as we have seen, the debate has not yet been completed to fill in the important answers 

toward the particular traits in the German version of Nationalism exercise -  an aspiration both in 

ideology, in actuality and in the national psyche in relation to the rise of Nazism. Nor the gravity of 

immediate conjunctures in Weimar on the national perception of its contemporary populace was 

fairly studied (fairly in the sense of its due weight instead of occupying exclusive dominance), 

where the German Fascism -  as the chosen alternative by the NSDAP was set off, with its national 

community ideal Volksgemeinschaft widely accepted. Its reception, especially in the ideological 

perspective, from the initiative of the populace themselves is just as undeniable as its enforced 

ideological conformity and societal homogenized practices. In other words, both the power-seizure 

and the dynamics in the Third Reich have achieved public consent to some certain degree, and the 

factuality of Nazi Germany has come to power and operated for thirteen years, is as much the 

ramification of active public consent, as it is of the Nazi regime's specific agenda designed and 

intended sway exerted through tactical measures and strategies240.

239 R. G. Collingwood, The Idea of History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978).
240 An elaborate description of “active consent” and “passive participation” see Detlev Peukert, Inside Nazi Germany: 

Conformity, Opposition and Racism in Everyday Life (London, 1987), 68.
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Thus I wonder along with the study of this paper: where comes the un-coerced or even willful share 

of this public consent? What is the ideological foregrounds for this consent and how did it get 

exploited by the Nazi regime? Was there something particular in the German attempts to realize 

national unity and prosperity? Hence, while studying and confirming the validity of the coercive 

control through Gleichschaltung reform in all spheres and ubiquitous propaganda campaign of the 

Nazi regime, I try to seek for an explanation for this popular consensus, for a possible “root” and 

pattern of evolvement in the German ideological history of exploring the so-called Germanness, the 

German community Volk, with special emphasis on its redefinition of individual-community 

relation and that of the Nazi case.

The triumph of the Nazi Dritter Weg was not to be interpreted merely as a mutation in the national 

crisis, nor purely as the Nazi apparatus being omnipotent in surveillance, terror or brain-washing 

through propaganda. Its excitement and vision toward national revival in name of 

Volksgemeinschaft was shared by a large section of German people, who have actively contributed 

to its come-into-stage and participated in its initiatives. The Nazi ideologies and policies reflected 

their contemporary needs and wishes for the national aspiration, in this process of interpreting and 

practicing, the individual identities and its relation to the community were altered in the pursuit of 

national community building, and this alteration has its precedent in the German history course both 

in ideology and reality. The Nazi victory in the early 1930s as well as its subsequent national 

practice has this core concept to thank to.
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