
Appendix no. 1: The Development of International Humanitarian Law (table) 

Table 1.: Author's table for demonstration how the international humanitarian law 

evolved over time. Table is based on the source Bouvier, A. A. (2012). International 

Humanitarian Law and the Law of Armed Conflict. Williamsburg: Peace Operations 

Training Institute 

(http://cdn.peaceopstraining.org/course_promos/international_humanitarian_law/intern

ational_humanitarian_law_english.pdf, 28. 4. 2019), p. 17.  

 

The development of IHL 

1000 

A.D. 

Formation of initial humanitarian customs 

Formation of regional humanitarian customs (all over the world) 

Conclusion of treaties containing humanitarian clauses (Clauses on peace, armistice, 

capitulation) 

1864 First Geneva Convention 

1868 Declaration of St. Petersburg 

1899 The Hague Conventions 

1906 Review of the First Geneva Convention 

1907 The Hague Conventions 

1925 Geneva Protocol on chemical weapons 

1929 "First" and "Third" Geneva Conventions 

1949 1st, 2nd,3rd and 4th Geneva Conventions + Common Article 3 

1954 Convention for the protection of cultural property 

1977 Additional Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions 

1980 Convention on the use of conventional weapons 

1993 Convention on chemical weapons 

1995 Protocol relating to blinding laser weapons 

1996 Revision of the 1980 Convention 

1997 Convention on anti-personnel mines (Ottawa Treaty) 

1998 Adoption in Rome of the Statute of the International Criminal Court 

1999 Protocol II to the 1954 Convention for the protection of cultural property 

2000 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement 

of children in armed conflict 

2003 Protocol on explosive remnants of war (Protocol V to the 1980 Convention) 

2005 

Protocol III to the 1949 Geneva Conventions relating to the adoption of an additional 

distinctive emblem (the "Red Crystal") 

2008 Convention on cluster munitions 


