
Abstract 

The main aim of this Master's thesis is to analyse how children are recruited and abused 

as soldiers in armed conflicts, and how international humanitarian law protects their rights. The 

thesis is divided in two main parts, theoretical and empirical. In theoretical part are introduced 

the most important documents of international humanitarian law and international human rights 

law, including international governmental and non-governmental organizations which promote 

these rights. In empirical part, the author focuses on case studies, namely the case of the Lord's 

Resistance Army (LRA) and the case of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). The author 

was not interested in finding similarities in these two cases, but conversely, to point out on the 

uniqueness of each case. To precise, the thesis is analysing reasons for the recruitment and 

abuse of children by the LRA and ISIS, and the legal responsibility of both groups. The author 

of this thesis chose as a methodology an instrumental case study which is useful for providing 

a general understanding of a phenomenon by using a particular case. In addition, this 

methodology is convenient for interpretation of legal documents, and two selected cases serve 

as instruments for interpreting the recruitment and abuse of children in armed conflicts. The 

results of the research show that the international humanitarian law is not completely able to 

protect children from the involvement in armed conflicts, especially during non-international 

armed conflicts. The issue has remained with the law's application in practice which undermines 

its effectiveness, and for this reason it is necessary to support the further development of the 

international humanitarian law over time.  

 


