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 Research question, 

definition of objectives 
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 Theoretical/conceptua
l framework 
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 Methodology, analysis, 
argument 
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 Sources 10 8 
 Style 5 5 

 Formal requirements 5 5 
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Evaluation 

Major criteria: 

The evaluated thesis interrogates a relevant and highly intriguing issue of strategic 

communication performed by violent Islamist/Salafist organizations. It should be lauded 

for engaging with rich primary empirical material and for an attempt to assess it in a novel 

and original manner. The text also proves author’s solid understanding of both analysed 

organisations.  

Unfortunately, the thesis suffers from several shortcomings. First, it lacks any engagement 

with contemporary literature dealing with Islamist violent groups’ communication 

practices and strategies – a body of research which has recently mushroomed in several 

academic fields. Such critical literature review would be much more relevant than current 

superficial discussion of the concept of Jihadist Salafism and it would enable the author to 

base her data more solidly in relevant contemporary discussions and potentially provide a 

more thorough and novel analysis of her empirical material. In this respect, also the short 

‘detour’ to the discussion of Russian strategic communication in Ukraine is rather 

redundant. The author’s conclusion that some topics are communicated more strongly than 

others might be true, but what does it mean for our understanding of these organizations or 

Jihadists’ communication practices? Unfortunately, such discussion is missing both from 

the conceptual part of the thesis as well as the conclusion. 

Second, while the conceptual part is well linked to the empirical chapters, especially the 

quantification of the analysed criteria lacks rigour. Specifically, is not explained what it 

means that something is reflected more strongly in the analysed magazines than something 

else. Is the claim based on the number of published articles, or frequency of specific 

words and topics? If the author wishes to use ordinal variables for her analysis, the 

methodology should be much more detailed and transparent.  

Third, repeated references to the supervisor’s unpublished dissertation thesis and using its 

framework as a main analytical tool is quite non-standard. I understand that this is perhaps 

not a student fault, but the master thesis should be based rather on published and peer-

reviewed scholarly resources. 

Minor criteria: 

Even though the thesis engages with a broad range of literature and even with primary 

sources, there is still a lot of relevant literature on communication strategies of both Daesh 

and Al-Shabaab missing. The style and grammar are in general fine, however the author 

should consider linking the chapters together a bit better and maybe using a short 

summaries, especially at the end of empirical chapters. 
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Overall evaluation: 

The reviewed thesis proves that the author is able of conducting an original 
research and it fulfils all the standard requirements for this type of work. 
However, several issues mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, namely the 
lack of engagement with relevant literature on the topic and methodological 
issues, prevent the text from fully realizing its potential.  
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