
 

Abstract 

 The role of the media in inciting hatred and nationalist passions in the break-up of 

socialist Yugoslavia (SFRY) is a well-known and notable fact. The aim of the thesis is a 

selective comparative content analysis of Serbian and Croatian press during the break-up of the 

former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in 1990-1991 on the example of two daily 

journals, namely Zagreb's Vjesnik and Belgrade´s Politika. It is a period closely preceding the 

military conflict after the declaration of independence of Slovenia and Croatia in June 1991. 

The intention of this work is to find out in what form the propaganda, as defined below, 

appeared in the selected press. The second task will then examine how its occurrence varied 

over time, depending on ongoing events. 

 

 While the relationship of state power and media in this case is already well-known 

and has been the subject of research on a number of occasions, the selective content analysis 

should show what elements are used in particular to activate the public. The aim of this work 

will be to gain a segment of a complex image, analyze one type of medium and content 

component arguments used to support positions of state regime, national agitation and arousing 

hostility to opponents of current political power and their intentions, whether from the other 

nations or domestic opposition. In doing so, the presence or absence of certain elements, the 

objectivity of the news, the frequently used topics and motifs, the way in which they are 

presented, the proportionality, the frequency of occurrence and the emphasis on certain topics, 

will be observed, respectively absence of them. 

 

 To achieve this goal, a combination of historical comparative method and theoretical 

tools in the field of media research will be used, namely content analysis and partly objectivity 

analysis. The comparative method will be used in a double way. In the first case, in the 

diachronic form, when evaluating the transformation of propaganda in newspapers over a 

period of time from the definitive decay of Communist power, the turning point of which is the 

collapse of the last congress of all republics in January 1990, to the official separation of the 

first two republics from Yugoslavia that took place on 25th of June 1991. The second form is 

then a synchronic comparison of the content in both newspapers. 

 

 


