Abstract

This diploma thesis deals with the criminalistic method of psychological profiling of an
offender. Psychological profiling consists in analyzing the offender's behavior. This analysis is
used to create an offender profile that contains offender's likely characteristics. Such a profile
is intended to help investigators narrow down the range of suspects, or contribute to the success
of investigations by refocusing the investigative strategy. The aim of this thesis is to present a
balanced view of the method of psychological profiling and to critically evaluate the
possibilities of its use for improving the quality of investigative practice.

The thesis is divided into three chapters. The first chapter first defines this method,
including basic theoretical approaches and bases. Furthermore, the historical development of
profiling abroad and in the Czech Republic is introduced. Appropriate and inappropriate
offenses for profiling are also mentioned. At the end of the first chapter, the most important
methods or approaches to profiling are outlined. The second chapter is devoted to the creation
of the psychological profile of an offender itself. First, the information that is necessary for the
profile is mentioned, and the profile creation process is described in detail. Finally, the content
and formal aspects of the psychological profile are discussed. The third and last chapter deals
with the critical evaluation of this method. Available studies that evaluate profiling in terms of
its accuracy, success and relevance are mentioned, as well as the limits and weaknesses of these
assessment methods. Furthermore, the criticism of this method is discussed and at the end of
the chapter the direction of future development of this method is outlined.

Psychological profiling of an offender is one of the relatively new methods of
criminalistic practice. Its initially uncritical acceptance and use has been replaced over time by
a more realistic and more scientifically based approach. In the future, further development of
this method is likely to be expected by integrating still separate approaches to profiling, as well

as by further scientific investigation of this potentially very useful investigative method.



