
Abstract

This  diploma  thesis  deals  with  the  relationship  between  the  perceived 

legitimacy of the courts, the obligation to obey the law and courts and the willingness 

to  cooperate  with  the  criminal  justice  system in  Central  Europe.  Using structural 

equation modeling method, I analyzed the fifth wave of the European Social Survey 

and  created  and  compared  models  for  Czechia,  Slovakia,  Poland  and  Hungary. 

Legitimacy, according to Tankebe, is conceptualized as a confidence in procedural 

justice, distributive justice, effectiveness and legality. The obligation to obey the law 

is then a potential effect of perceived legitimacy.

The  first  research  question  asks  about  the  universal  applicability  of  the 

procedural  justice  theory  across  criminal  system  institutions  and  across  different 

countries. As in the previous research on police, procedural justice plays a pivotal role 

for  the  willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  police  and  the  courts.  In  Czechia  and 

Hungary, procedural justice is out of all fo the dimensiions of legitimacy the strongest 

predictor of the willingness to cooperate. In Poland, procedural justice does not affect 

cooperation, however, it leads to obligation to obey the law and courts. In Slovakia, 

instrumental factors play a more important role than procedural justice, which can be 

explained either by the high fear of crime prevailing in Slovakia or by different values 

in society.

The second main objective of this work is to answer the question whether the 

perceived legitimacy of the courts affects willingness to cooperate with the police and 

the courts directly or indirectly through an obligation to obey the law and the courts. 

In Central Europe, the perceived legitimacy of the courts as well as the willingness to 

cooperate are relatively low, but the obligation to obey the law and the courts is high. 

Despite that, the obligation to obey was found to be partly explained by the perceived 

legitimacy of the courts. In Poland and Hungary, this obligation does not affect the 

willingness to cooperate with the police and the courts, but in Czechia and Slovakia 

this relationship is strong.


