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The BA thesis sets out to examine the emergence and development of the character of the 

vampire in the Romantic period, exemplified by a reading of a selection of texts by Coleridge, 

Byron, Keats, and Polidori. The thesis sets up an ambitious line of enquiry, tracing the literary 

vampire back to its folkloric origins handed down by various traditions, and discussing the 

emergent phenomenon of the Romantic vampire in its male and female form, highlighting some 

key aspects of the gender differences that play out in interesting ways.  

 The strength of the thesis lies in its keen engagement with the development of this prime 

transgressive and hugely influential literary creation that still re-emerges frequently across the 

canvas of contemporary popular culture. The candidate’s interest in and engagement with the 

topic is discernible. The candidate’s choice of secondary material is relevant, her employment 

of it into her own argument adequate.  

 The thesis’ weakness lies in its somewhat imbalanced focus of engagement with the 

secondary material and its original reading of the primary texts in the context of the overall 

debate, veering off into Gothic territory or the debate about the Byronic hero, having somewhat 

limited space left for its original conclusions. While the candidate’s choice of critical 

commentary is shrewd, her own opinion could have been given more space throughout, to more 

engaging effect. However, the overall reading of the vampire in the selected texts does present 

lucid points and delivers a line of argument throughout.  

I have a question for the candidate to respond to during her viva voce examination, on 

a point that could have been discussed in more detail in the thesis: 

In what ways is the female Romantic vampire more abject than the male counterpart – 

and does the fact that the poems featuring these characters are written by men play a significant 

part? 

To conclude, I am happy to recommend the thesis for defence and propose a preliminary 

mark of ‘very good’ (velmi dobře), depending on the candidate’s performance on the day. 
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