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Overall evaluation:  

The thesis tackles an interesting and relatively underexplored empirical puzzle – the 
impact of the digital gender divide on the achievement of some of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. The thesis content, however, offers only a partial 
analysis and few original insights due to several shortcomings.  

Perhaps most importantly, the thesis lacks an explicit theoretical or conceptual framework, 
albeit the very topic of the thesis suggests that some of the strands of feminist theory could 
have been utilized. As a consequence, the thesis is rather descriptive – two-thirds of its 
content essentially summarize the key findings from existing literature on the factors 
contributing to the Digital Gender Divide and possible ways of bridging it. Only chapter 
four offers some limited original contribution to the topic.  

Other major shortcomings concern the research design and research methods. The section 
on methods is essentially just one very short and vague paragraph, the rest of the section 
outlines the structure of the thesis and explains which type of data will be used, rather than 
discussing research methods and research design. It is therefore not clear why Burkina 
Faso, Finland and India were selected as case studies. Even more crucially, in contrast to 
the original plan, the author was not able to conduct any interviews to complement the 
data derived from UN sources and secondary literature. This again seriously limits the 
original contribution made by the thesis.  

The aforementioned shortcomings are also apparent from the very brief conclusion of the 
thesis and a much longer discussion of the thesis’ limitations. Overall, I would therefore 
ague that the reviewed thesis is at best on the border of meeting the general criteria for this 
type of academic work at Charles University. 
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