
Abstract  

In this thesis I emphasize on heterodox and non-conform movement, which 

was persecuted by ecclesial authority on the beginning of fifteenth century in so-

called French Flanders. Exponents of this movement were in contact with Hussites 

and they allegedly adopted their beliefs. One of those non-conformists was scribe 

of braiders guild and cloth cutter Gilles Mersault. Mersault was from Tournai, city 

which was at the time of his life in turmoil of riots. The city was as many other 

Flemish towns heavily oriented on textile production and commerce and was often 

the scene of politic struggle between textile workers and rich patriciate. Mersault 

for two times tried to convince inhabitants of the city to resistance against ecclesial 

and secular authority by pamphlets describing Hussite Bohemia and evangelical 

ideas. He was executed in Tournai in 1423, but his pamphlets were preserved in 

copies. 

Mersault wasn’t the only one convicted heretic in then Flanders. Large 

inquisition records were preserved, which contains large number of trials in which 

were Flemish non-conformist judged for being Hussites and of others heretic 

beliefs. 

Other important source of interaction between Hussites and Flemish 

heterodox non-conformists is a mention in Hussite chronicle by Vavřinec z 

Březové. Utraquist, master of the liberal arts a Hussite chronicle presumably 

retrospectively recorded alleged arrival of Flemish non-conformist group to 

Bohemia. In short text he described some habits of these migrants and events 

occurred around them in Hussite Prague. Vavřinec also attributed to them 

remanence beliefs linked them with persecuted Bohemian non-conformist group. 

In the research of this question I have decided that I will closely analyse 

individual historic written documents and I will compare them with then cultural 

and social environment. I closely examined short text of chronicle by Vavřinec z 

Březové, which is describing those events. I have extracted the information, which 

I considered authentic and according to them I have created assumptions, which 

should be met by group of migrants described by Vavřinec.  

By economic data known about medieval Low countries and by data about 

political development of Flanders and Tournai I have created idea about mentality 



of local late medieval inhabitants. I compared parameters obtained this way with 

assumptions obtained from chronicle by Vavřinec. This way I have extracted most 

likely scenario of events and eliminated data, which I considered most likely 

unauthentic. 

I have compared most likely scenario with behavioural patterns and beliefs 

of others heterodox and non-conform structures of late medieval Europe and this 

way I have tried to identify possible influence to forming of the Flemish movement. 

I have concluded that behavioural patterns described in Hussite chronicla by 

Vavřinec z Březové are not compatible with main assumed patterns of Flemish non-

conformists and so I don’t think, that it was really them. On other hand I presume, 

that Vavřinec really described arrival of Gilles Mersault to Prague and that he was 

the inspiration for the name of the group and some of its characteristic. 

By analysing available sources I also presume, that Flemish heterodox 

movement wasn’t directly influenced by any other organized non-conform entity, 

but it is very likely, that it was inspired by earlier religious texts and ideas.  

             

  


