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The King at Work

There iy na wse in ministers liking the King if ke 15 treated like a pruppet.

IMMEDIATELY on his accession, the King took up his new duties with obvi-
ous relish, conscious of the importance of his vocation and enjoying 1o
the full its respansibilitics. Lord Redesdale described how he once called
at Marthorough House during the early manths of the new reign hefore
the King had moved 1o Buckingham Palace: :

I fonnd him in s private sitingroom all alone, and we sal smoking and talk-
ingover old times for a conple of hours. Towards midnight he got up and said,
ow | must bid vou good nighr, for Lmust set o work,” pointing toa huge pile
of familiar red boxes. "Surely,” Lsaid, ‘vour Majesty is not going 1o tckle all that
work to-night!l” His answer was, “ies, Limust! Besides, it is all so interesting,” and
then he gave me one ol his happy smiles.

Lord Esher also described the enthusiasm with which the King came
to his new work, how he would ask question after question, interrupt the
answers with his quick, Yes ... yes ... ves’, give orders, scribble notes on
hits of paper in his scarcely legible handwriting, and then stand in front
of the fire with one of his immense cigars berween his teeth, ‘looking
wontlerfully like Henry VI, only better tempered’. The impression he
gave Lord Esher was ‘that of 2 man, who, after long vears of pent-up
action, had suddenly been freed [rom restraint and rvevelled in his
libery', He insisted on having all his letters “brought to him unopened,
ahout 400 a duy’, and sorted them by himself. ‘He tried at first 1o open
them all but found that impossible.” He also insisted on signing the
6,600 army commissions which had accumulated during the last months
of his mother’s reign: and he then embarked on the Roval Navy com-
missions, which had formerly been signed at the Admiralty as rradition-
ally being the responsibility of the Lord High Admiral, but he found
tharadditional sk bevond him. :

He was 100 restless und impatient, however, for prolonged deskwark,
Soon he took o summoning secretaries and giving them outlines of
what he wanted to say rather than writing long letters himsell as his
mother had done. e was far more at home in fulfilling those public
engagements which he was called upon (o carry oul in such numbers
and which he perforined so well. He gave the impression of being really
interested in what he was doing and displaved an ability to listen to offi-
cials telling him (hings he knew already, or did not want to know at all,
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with every sign of absorbed concentration. Aceording to some ohseTVeTs,
though, he was not at his best ar levees. But then, those who attended
Teviers chidd not care for them either. They conld be tedious, and even on
necasion embarrassing, An official was posted at the door leading mio
the throne ronm to turn away anyone who was incorrectly dressed. The
absent-minded Arthur |ardinge, for instance, once appeared betore
the horvified King with a buttoned boot on one toot and an evening
shoe on the other, a blunder he weukly excused on the grounds thial he
was very shortsighted, Feward Marsh, then a junior clerk in the Colonial
Oftice, wrare of a levee in 5t James's Palace in 1902

Thi levee wis i most wearisome performance and §don't know whether to
Taugh or ery when T think of the manner i which 1500 ol the educated
classes spent their morning, It mook about an hour w gel rouand, throwgh the
successive pens in which one is shuc up with the same lietle group ol people
.. anel when one reached ‘the Prosence’ one was rished throwgh with just
dme to make one's bow o the red, bored, stolid sovercign.

1f hored at leviees al St James's, the King rarcly displaved any lack of
interest ar cqually tedions funclions elsewhere, Every year there were
reports of his laving [cundaton slones, opening exh i_hiT.i:'.nus, attending
dinners, visiting hospitals and schools, inspecting new libraries and art
galleries with the same assiduity he had displayed as Prince of Wales.
And even those whose comments were not for publication spoke of his
geniality and bonhonie, Osbert Sitwell, as a boy ac Eton, was present
when he opened the Schoaol Library, a memorial 1o bovs killed in the
Boer War, and was struck by the very individual and husky warmth® of
hig voice: “There was, a3 he spoke in public, a geniality in its sound, as
al nne whe found in life the utmost enjovment, and in spite of a rather
prominent and severely attentive blue eve, and a cermin appearance of
fatigne, the chiel impression was one of poad humour”

Every suminer, hemvetn Ascol Races annd Cowes Regatta, he went toan
inchstrial wwn, wsially in the Midiands or the North, to underiake the
disties of an official visit. And every winter he opencd Parliament in
stare, resuming a ceremonial which Queen Yictoria had abandoned,
and renewing the practice of reading the speech from the throne.

He was an ellfective speaker, At the first Privy Council mesting of his
refgn he had, as John Morley said, impressed his audicnce by his abiliry to
speak fluently and spontaneously without a prepared script. On i hat occa-
sion, atter almost breaking dewn on referring to the irreparable loss he
and the whole nation had suffered by the death of his ‘beloved mother,
the Oueen’, he spoke with what Lord Carrington deseribed as “dignity
and pathos' for eight minutes without reference 1o a single note. Tewasa
faciliey which he perfected. He told Lord Fisher that he had onee learned
a speech off by heart o weleome the French President 1o England. Buot
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when the time came to deliver i, he could not remmember the words hie
had so !ahrlnriuu.ul}-' memorized and was forced 1o 'keep on l:u:;,-inn'tr:.g :;
the E:Iu:gmmng’. S0, except when he had (o say a few words in Danish ::r
Russian, he had never tied to learn a speech again: und his delivery was
all the better for it, whether in English, French or German. Tt was rerm W‘f
bered with I?]t".asut’E hiowy, on 2 visit to Germany, he had he.&n qluit.e.f-rtfil
to T.h:,f occasion when the Kaiser had risen o make an impressive s c—-E‘-c‘h
atadinner at which it had been agreed no spreches should be nuﬂl:- {.'] 1
c?rnplel.ing his prepared oration, the Kaiser invited the Ki r:. e rHI:
Lllndfeh:rrcd, the King did so; and, apart from 4 mament's emiarra_ﬁlinrl
silence when he wpped the table in an effurt to recall o .ps;r-m;ular G ?-—T
Ian ‘lerd, which Prince von Bitlow supplied for him, he made o uiT;c::'
!:Hecnvt i speech as his host had done. Very rarely did he make a I]I]iﬂtr‘:lk;
in nne:‘uf these more or less Imprompu ﬁpétchcs:. and when {"}'.J.Illi.[’! . inat
an Tralian port during ane of his Mediterranean .Ct"llitit‘,'.i, he1musl:ri‘hriei‘
L"rﬂhS'!LF'I'H,BSHIE]]L in Rome and London by referring 10 a non-existent ‘1]!&-
ance hetween England and Taly when he should have said Trir:udshri ]

it was adunitted that the slip—swhich was not reported in the Press -
of a kind that the king scarcely ever made. iy

Admirably as he carried out his ceremanial and social duties the Kin
soon made it clear that he was not prepared w confine himﬁ;}l" Lo mukg:
ing speeches, signing dociuments and laving foundation 5t:Jr.1-.=.-a He was
not mich concerned with domestic policies or with colonial ;;J:I‘airls' he
wals bored to death by talk about [ree trade and tariff reform: fjﬁ; he
r_-.".-mn?ed a deep interest in the army and the naw: in hos i;,alfs '1:1&
medical research; and. above all, in Foreign palicy, " i ;

He told St John Brodrick, Secretary for War, that he expected Lo be
consulred ab_uut the appoinunent and promotion of bUIliﬁl.'.';J[ﬁf_'{‘ﬁ.
about every importnt question of policy, and particularly abowt I:.hlf:
refurm of the army medical system which, so Brodrick said, ‘he : rr:.sn::dI
forward from the fiest day of his reign’, He was coually illsiaff*f:u.iha:
malters of naval policy should be brought ta his attention; unri when
l.]"l.tl‘ time came, gave his unhesitating support o Lord J:"i;her :wj:mae
|'eiu;ms, as Fisher himself recopnized, might well have been ac.u: i u:r:;rl
by his opponents had not the King made it so forcibly obvious 11.-'#;&- his
own sympathics lay in the First Sea Lord’s biter qt;ﬂﬂ'f'] with the vain
and tiresome Lord Charles Berestord. s

As 1t was with the army and navy, 5o it was with medicine, Numerous
hospitals had cause to be grateful for the attention he paid Lo their w l.-
fare. He hfel pred to Tound the National Association for the .I'r'ﬂ:'r'f:]];jl':-rj :ai
Consumption; he started King Feward's Hospital Fund which eventually
had an annual income of over L150:000; and he assured one oi'.h ii.» -34:1,
Err‘ail medical 1'{1:.'11(15, Sir Frederick Treves, that it was his ‘ereateat au.rhi-
bon not to quil this world until a real carve for cancer® had been i.'numl.
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Concerned as he was with all these matiers, however, he devoted only
afraction of the time to them that he gave wo foreign affairs. Onee a week
he asked Charles Hardinge to have breakfast with him at Buckingham
Palace, and he discussed forvign politics 'most of the dme at these inier
views with great breadth and interest’. He read through every dispatch
that came from abroad, his secretary observed, ‘often when the subject
was very dull. Any inaccuracy annoved him: even a slip of the pen put
him out’. And he paid the same close attention to those private leuers
which he liked British ambassadors to write to him as supplements 1o
their official dispatches, He studied draft treades carciully, and occa-
stonally made sumgestions for alierations in their wording. He received
foreign representatives alone in his room; and, when ubroad. with the
agreement of the Foreign Office, undertook diplomutic discussions bath
with other sovereipns and with their ministers.

His usefulness in this respect was widely recognized: as Disraeli had saicd
of him, ‘he really has seen evervihing and knows cverybody', 5o, log, was
his conscientousess appreciated. Charles Hardinge wrote:

Often T had to suggest a visic which 1 knew would be irksome w him, or that
he shouwld see somebody that T knew he would oot want o see, and he wouald
exclaim, W, mo, damned if T will de i But he abwars did i, however lre
some it might Be oy him, without my having to aegue the poinl or in [act say
another word. He had a very strong sense ol the dutics which his position
entailed and he never shirked them.,

Yer he was constantly given cause to complain that the government
dirl not take him into their confidence, thar he was consulted only when
ir suited. their convenience, that he was often ignored, and thar the
excuses which ministers made w him when they failed 10 keep him
informed of their actions were ‘often as “gauche” as their omissions’.
Uneasily aware that ministers had heen far more punctilious in keeping
the monarch intormed of their problems and proposed solutions in
Chueen Victoria's ime than they now were in his, he was deeply alfended
at what he ook o be the least sign of slighting neglect, In the Tirst Tew
months of his reign he had reason to rebuke Lord Halsbury, the Lord
Chancellor, for having, without reference to him, published a report
about a new form of declaration against the doctring of ransubstantia-
tion which, according to the Bill of Rights of 1684, the monarch was
required o make belore reading the speech from the throne. Since the
King himself had suggested a modification in the wording of the decla-
ration, which he ook (o be insulting to his Roman Catholic subjects, he
wus ‘naturally much surprised that he had received no intimation, previ-
ous to his having read it in the newspapers, of the report, as it was an
important matter concerning the Sovercign regarding which he ought
to huve been consulted’.
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This was the first of numerous rebukes he felt obliged to administer.
Throughout his reign he fought to maintain the Crown's right to he
consulted, to prevent the Sovereign’s becoming a ‘mere signing
machine”, 1o retain those few remaini g roval prerogarives which he felr
were being pradually eroded, Yet he could not prevent their erosion. He
was forced 1o accept not only Parliament's authority to cede tervitorm, bur
also the Prime Minister's power Lo appoint and dismmiss ministers wil:jjmut
reference 1o the Sovereign, as well as the Cabinet's rght w ke over the
parronage of so-called “Crown® appoinuments, including the appoine-
ment of bishops which, in the last few vears of his reign, was lelt in the
hands of Campbell-Rannerman, born al Presbyterian parentsin Glasgow,
and Asquith, the son of a noncomformist Lancashire woolspinner, ;

Although evenmally he lost interest in the selection of bishops, he
never did so in the case of diplomatic appointments, But his SUZEEesLOns
about thege WETE (ilite as likely 1o be disregurded as they had been when
he was Prince of Wales, In 1904, for example, his pm}ins;ﬂ that Arthur
Herbrn should go 1o Sweden and Sir Rennell Rodd 1o Moroceo wis
followed by Radd’s being retained ar Stockholm and Herbert's being
despaiched to Norway. -

As though intent upon reminding his ministers of his concerned and
watchiul eve on their atfairs, the King was a3 ready to offer His comne-
menis on the papers that were sent to him as he was to call attention Ly
points which the ministers uppeared to have overlovked or underesti
mared. One day complaining about the ‘trash’ which the Poet Luureate
_j'%_lfred Austin, sent o him, the next about papers heing initiﬂ”t‘t‘:
instead of signed, or addressed ro him in an incorrect manner, the Ki g
was deteriined not to be disregarded. Sometimes his interference was
fruitful: after his insistence thar a grant of £50,000 (o Lord Roberts an
being created an earl on his remirn from South Alvica was disgracefinlly
Tt the grant was doubled. And although his objection to the
appointment of the American Admiral Mahan as Repius Profossor of
Modern History at Cambridge—on the grounds that the chair sught
e ht:.‘]d by an Englishman—did not result in the selection of the King's

uvr_rmnme-.,_iuhn Morley, it did bring abour the appoinunent of a compro-
mise candidare, the classical scholar John Bagnell Bury. Usually, howe
ever, the King's inconvenient views were, if prssilyle, 1g11nre-~d in the
fope that he would—as requently he did—not continue to press them
once they had heen stared,

He never, however, ceased to press his right o be inlormed of govern-
ment decisions befure they were implemenied. He upprc-nim:d thai
1,ht:r_t: might be some constitutional objection 1o his being allowed 1o see
Cabinet papers while imporiant matiers were under discussion: and was
1?':1.-'idt‘.nr|}' ot surprised to leam that the Prime Minister considered i
‘impossible .. 1o vield in a matter of this kind', But he did insist that i
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was his ‘constutional right 10 have all dispatches of any |n1pjr'!;:1LrF
especially those initiating o relating to a chu_ngr.t of p:'_\l»lic}-, lal meri‘d
him prior to their being decided wpon”. This right a.}-.\fa?sl Iu_:“.iuﬂ“
during Queen Victoria’s reign’, was certainly no always o T-f.-n: e .“.E;
his. In April 1906 he had reason to complain that the .1 i |I111j_-,
never brought anvthing before him, never .vr.'unsul{ed hirm m‘ (e \-\ta.].-n.
The perf Ilﬁckur}’ reports of Cabinet meeungs _thu:l were senl Tr:iuh 1
really made ‘an absolue fool of the King._'. Francis !\nmlys pfuleslr;.{h the
t'{_r!'lﬂ.wing year, “There is no use in ministers fking the King it he 13
ated like & puppet.’ : ;
tr.?:ri*{'”:;n:i1IJJE1}?LTa4:l|'ninisl ration the situation did n?L :1111:_'111 nnP_i"—fIf_"
When, in July 1908, the King asked to ses 'a copy of Witston thmr; M ”:
Army Scheme’, the Secrelary for War passed the I‘&.I.T.::r Y T 1_1& Tir
?\-f'ln'!.ﬁLl.‘:l': whio seut it back with the commnent, 1 rchrln L‘tml.. l.l.mw.
replicd 10 Knollys in the sensc which o 5ug_gcrsu:1:.l. _It 15,. ;n '.l:i_l} ﬁm.” 1:::
impertinent request. These people have no right to interlerc o any wi
i “fleliberaions.’ .
1“&:*;[‘-::1;; King's disagrecinents with hi.ql MAIHSEeETS were dt!,ﬁl;u;mk;h_
to his being ‘complercly left m the -J.ark'..‘dlncn_' the ruin of 1.‘:nr 111;‘:.
Dilke by the scandal of his diverce, and ot 1 ord Handolph Charchd 1
r_lis.e:ﬁu: the King had no close political triends ul,hf:lr {J:'Iﬂl.l'l 111;&. Du&.‘?
Pevonshire and Lord Rosebery. He did not geton with his Conservalive
Prme Minister, Avthur Balfour, with whom he had almu.sl _ﬁnt‘mng in
commpon. Nor did he relish the company of the Tl}rc:: Minis(Ers, la:n:d.
Lansdowne, Lord Selborne and S0 John Brodrick, with .w}mf.n, 1:‘
Foreign Secretary, First 1 oord of the Admiralny and Secretary iﬂﬁdl i;
was principally cancered, Arnold-Forswer, 'Iw'hu s:ucc.::e-.dcd B : ;::hcr
903, was ever warie, ‘ahstinaie us.ﬂ miule’, uu:r;rd.}ng "].P]gmﬁm-;
opposing evervthing which th lifng Frf:-pc}s-.:FI. -hT :L.wqir “;nw
apponents any beuer, in the Kings rr:pmmn. .Ihfr!r t::li-l_Lr,_ Sl .m.ﬁ 3
Camphell-Bannermail, had piven parncu.]m'rcu_ﬂ:::fce by his “"ic.u’ :
the conduct of the Boer War, speaking of British :nuLhnﬂa of h.u. bansfgl
in South Africa’, a phrase that so annoyed the '[xmg;_ that he lud_ wi J
difficulty been dissuaded from sending for thﬁ. Liberal Jealdm ;1:11
telling hiw to avoid such remarks in f}:mrr:. Sinee Thf:ili_l ('].:-;fpl e
Bannenman's ‘granitous and ungenerous arracks on the P1’1me 1I:1Iﬁ er
had continued to exasperate the King, who remarked to l'.m.n‘tl}-s tnatt
was ‘curous’ that he hardly ever apened his mouth ‘withoul saying

sthing in bad taste’. .
m‘}.ﬂ:;:]:::l:_j‘?umpl::eH-Emmemmn succeeded Balfour i_n R ;md. tht‘.l F{mi
got to know him better, he Became quite I"nn-'.i of h111_1. Pt he f.u?m'r:_:m
to annoy the King by his speeches on J‘m'm;;_;rl pu}1c.}-, a subject a! ULILE
which—like Flovd George—he knew ‘nothing. ].h".!r.‘i:\-‘(_‘l:.'ﬂ ourse '-'Ca
Enollys confided to Esher in 1907, 'T don’t think the Kinp ever will like

-
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"G politically.” As for Campbell-Bannerman's TInderSecretary fur the
Colonies, Winston Churchill, the King decided that he was * afmost more of
la] ead in office than he was in oppositon’ when he had ‘showed a preat
want of taste” and falked ‘simple nonsensze’. He liked Churchill well
cnough as a man—though Francis Knollys did nor—hbur Churchill’s con-
duct towards Lord Milner was, in the Kings opinion, ‘simply seandalous’,
while his later comments on the ticher classes” were ‘unforgivable’,

There were, indeed, very few politicians whom the King Rally trosted.

He thought John Marley, Secretary for India, ‘wonderfully agreeable
and sensible’. He liked Arnold-Forster’s successor, Haldane, who was
"always acceptable’, though he described him as a *damned radical law-
yer and a German prolessor’ when it fell w Haldane's lot o reduce the
army cstimates. He got on well, too, with the cbullient, working-class
President of the Local Government Board, John Burns, whose appear-
ance in knechreeches, Fsher said, was 'a reviladon” and whose
sununary of his relationship with the King was expressed in the words,
‘Me and 'im get on firstrate together” The King was also particularly
attached o Lord Fisher, a man of commanding personality, who whole-
heartedly returned the King's affection and remained forever grateful
for his support against his enemies. * They would have eaten me but for Your
Muagesty,” Fisher once told the King, who was delighted that his dear
friend had trivinphed over thar ‘gashag’ Berestord,

The King did not enjoy many victories himself, e did get his own way
with the Order of Merit which he insisted, against all objections, should
he open 1o militiry and naval officers despite the great number of other
honours available to them, He was equally and successtully insistent thar
the Baiser should be allowed to decorate all the British otficers and men
who had been in attendance on him while he was in England at the time
of Oneen Vicloria’s death, although his ministers much regretted
the growing practice of British citizens accepting forcign decorations.
The King also occasionally managed to wrest a wrilten promise from a
minister by declining to sign a paper uniil the required undertaking
had een given, He refused, for example, to sigh a Royal Warrant con-
cerning army pay and allowances until Arnold-Forster had assured him
in writing that no serving officer would have his pay cut, unless, at the
same thme, his duties were to be reduced. The King was again victorious
when an attermnpl was made to limit the time an eqoerry could remain
in his service 1o Hve vears and to stop their army pay for that period.
And when the government, which had agreed 1o pay the expenses he
incurred in entertaining foreign sovereigns, asked that a distinction
should he made belween political and private visits, the King refused to
allow that such a distinction conld be made, He had his own vicws,
Enollys told the ‘Treasury, 'respecting the importance, from a political
point of view, of visits of forcign sovereigns to this country which might
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not coincide with those of the Secretary of State’; and there might,
Uherefore, be ‘constant contlicts between the King on one side, and the
Treasury and Foreign (ffice on the other’, This argument proving inel-
fective, the King said that he would gend for the Prime Minister and tell
him personally thal he would not stand Tor “such an attempted cvasion
by the Treasury of what was agreed upon’ at the fme of his accession.
And at this threat, the Treasury gave way.

It was usually, however, the King who had (o give way; and he rarely
did so without a sruggle, Determined to outgrow his reputation for
being over-impressionable, in his later years he was often obstinate. Aned
even when he had been convinced that he must yield to pressure he
wottld not do so immediately, saying, "1 will consider the matter,” which
his staff learned to translate as, ‘I recognize thar 1 will shordy have 1o
surrcnder.”

In the first vear of his reign a young officer who had been cashiered
for cowardice by surrendering o the enemy in Sourh Africa appealed to
him to exercise his roval prerogative of mercy, The King read the papers,
decided that the officer had been harshly weated, and approached the
Comimanderin-Chief, Lord Roberts. Roberts agreed with the King and
asked the AdjulaneGeneral to hold a special court of inquiry. The court
recommended that the sentence should be quashed and that the officer
chould be convicted of an error of judgement and allowed to resign his
commmission. But the Secretary of State for War, who was concerned by
the number of fimes officers had surrendered unnecessarily in the war

and had considered it his unpleasant duty to make an example of this
particular officer, threatened to resign if the hamsher punishment were
not imposed. The King's apparent willingness to pardon the young man
amyway brought from the Prime Minister a warning of the possibility of
the entire government's resignation in order to defend the principle of
collective Cahinet responsibility, So the officer had to be sgerificed; and
the King had to vield 0 the government's pressure.

The King also had to vield when the war was over and it was proposed
o appoint a Royal Commission o enquire into its conduct. He wrote 1o

the Prime Minister:

This system of ‘wishing our divty linen in pu hlic" the fate Queen had & hotor
of. The Government is 4 strong ome with a large Parliamentary majority, Whi
therefore, should Ministers pledge themselves, or give way 1o demands from
unimporeant M.E's? The proposed Inguiry will do the Army and alsu the
Country harm in the eves of the civilised world.

The Prime Minister replied that he was already pledged 1o the Gom-
(mission and that he could not overrule the Cabinet; and the King was
left to complain gloomily to Knollys about the apparent power of 4 body
which neither the King nor the Prime Minister could gainsay.
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Thle K._mg was no mote successful when he attempted 1o prevent
publication of an Army fournal in which officers were o be free 3
express their feclings on military subjecis. This, the Kiﬂg' nw_inmi.r. :lu
was 1xfrla111__i-' opposed to the army's tradition of silence, He wonld 'nf_-irl]’.:E
sanctian nor support’ the fournad in any way; ‘this should e C]F‘]:l:['
underslﬂ'-fd’; he washed his hands ‘of the whole matier’. B he e
was established all the same. t S
: Nar vr.Il1d the King’s views prevail when he suggested that th
tor admitance of subalterns into the Guards mjghi be reduced (o 1n;::i ?]gt
een; nor when he proposed that on the fiftieth anniversary ni"'.rhc Inrﬁ )
Mutiny llht.' occasion should be marked by a judicious distribution :'-r;
honours'; nor when he tried to oliain an earldom Foure Lurrltl’." UIEon; n ; :
when h.& us:ked that the band of the Coldstream Guards 3110;1](| bc,w;:
‘lu play in IG-:rm:any, 4 request turned down by the Foreign Office Wl:ll'..lﬁf“.
extranrdinary conduct’ of the ‘whole transaction’ caused hilfn.. ‘much
annoyance’. Nor did the King succeed in preventing the admission rn:"
tm}:we mermmbers to the Viceroy of India’s Gouncil, which he considerad
a 'step fraught with the greatest danger to the Il]ﬂjl'!ll.‘::ll:"l'l'.lt."f' I:?;:.IE
lr_1dl|;1n I-I:mpirc under British rule’. When Satvendra PI"isB&:nﬂ”S- h: .

distinguished Hindu lawyer, wus suggestod as a suitable Lm::mhf-r] :_lrij:h:

Council, the Kin v
= £ Wrote o protest “most s * ;
the Viceroy: P wst strongly’, He wld Lord Minto,

I:j:l:‘a; :.:E_;:}:r:r HAtvE o Lo your Executive Couneil must necessavily be a
‘thin end of th nger'uj DH!’I m]f: i the Indian Empire, T am afraid it is the
b g £ e .gc.' . arud 1_I.‘.1h"IJ.|. ]'ﬂilliTE.a most Tesolule \-’iccm_-,- o avoid
hardi. : ].E{_ o nonunate one if not two nabve members of the council, T oan
e I{mn]: 11'.';,.13 Lha.t I:h.c present appoinmment of a Tindoo will not create greal

Just indigmation among the Mahomedans and thar the later will 1ot be

kTR l:‘d nless Iy recet L) el
e ] YCOAN assurance that i i ir TR
'h'II SI.I ha. & ol thedr creetl succeeds to

st w:cn;-k later, however, he was obliged 1o sign 'the objectionahl
paper’, ‘D_a try and induce Morley not to be so ohstinate by appoint ¥
unother Native," he asked Esher on Sinha's resignation. ‘He Lﬁﬂw& h: H
strong my views are on the subject, and so does Minto: b they d I
care what. L say. nor does any member of my precions (E,]I (:‘-r.-.T.'[ 5 s

Cne of the most painful of all the Kiﬁg’s disagn:umemsl with his
HOVETNMENt Was over his determination, during Balfour’s premiershi ;
not 1o conter a Knighthood of the Garter upon the Shah uiI: Persia .wlm
Imdlhﬁen persuaded by the British Minister in Teheran that il".lu: 1.-|:r1r-ll0
the Journey fo England. which he was reluctant to do, the i(in i ]:;
adm%t him into that most nable order of chivalry. TTTt‘1Ki1'.I. mugl 'rli"-‘; d
lhuF it was a Christian order and could not, therefore he i.JCEJ‘:IW ldtn 5
an infidel even though his mother had conferred rL up—ul‘l rh: b;E;::
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[ather as well as upon two Sulians of Turkew. The y,m-'f:n‘n_nun!,: i{]_:l L::-
ather hand, maintained that were the Shah not to reccive ﬂm hdi «;1.;,
-..vhin-.h he had been led to expect would 1_1& hcslﬂwt_.'d up-'.fn h}nh r:. :m
fuite likely out of pique 1o ally himnselt '-\-'lﬂ:]. Rusma.:l a :;unu,fql.mPL.-ﬂd
much to be dreaded as it was easy to avoid. The Foveign Sf‘.ll‘.rt Lary, i
Lansdowne, endeavoured o solve the problem by prcPa.l ing a u-lf,,h:. o
randwm of a propused revision in the statutes of the Order 1;0 Eu‘i w.nc
to he conferred upon non-Christians. This ulnqnnem. ﬁn. Aln.sd Jm,d_
said, the King had read in his presence :Imd, ha:u.ulg- dur}e;u.l il ek
died rwice as if he approved of it. Bt this the King deme ., Llli’:.::gi m
achmitted that he had mken the document from Lu115~dmw.-rl1e:111r t.uh Eud
it 1o one side intending 10 road it laler _-"\I‘l‘.s.-'wa}', Lalmduti;t{jt?t:.dm;i i
with his plan and ardered from the court jewellers F-Fi_:i.-lﬂ.d J':11rr.;_11. S,;ni.
nia from which the Christian emblems WELE Lo he removed. ; ¢ ',m;_{
tine he sent a leiter 1o the King explaining whar he h:u_.i Enne; :;,.M
atached to it coloured illustrations of the prupuﬁed new Garter ©
from which the Cross of STLGeOrge wis 1o e omitied. A
The King at the time wis on hoard the roval }-nr.h.l, r‘m,! ilcd;r.aqdfm
Adhert, at Porismourh; and Frederick Ponsonby }1&3(:11}}&_—1 u:_eﬁ -hl..f"é o
srenc when the King opened the harmiless-looking Fgrmgu i ;. : )
and took out the contents. He wis alveady annoyed \-'-'!Lh Th.ti 1?_ g :-a‘ ,;]Uq
put out by the delay in conlerming the Order upon %um, ha;r ral,]er; 1_1 -3;1
gold—i’mnicd miniature of the King surrounded by dmnmm,.ﬁ nl_tlr. :1 .j-'-’_
heen offered him and had wld his suite 119!, o aceept the 11.:15( 1.- :IE:_H
rations which it had been proposed to conder upon t_.‘t1.t:r11.._(_.flms:::_.i ﬁ.ru 51
as the King picked up Lansdowrie's letter and—in ity I"E'(.].-!JLEEI.'.I. :.m.:dime
its scarcely less than blasphemotis ecnclosure, lhe1r4: Was wn 1111.1 ,:-;,_b'l““
‘explmimi, He was so angry that he flung the design ACTOSS 115L11.C Sm.
it went ehrough the porthole and, so Pt__uw::nh}' rhuuglht. .lln't.ud G St:t-i
Fariously, the Ring dictated ‘somne very viclent 1't‘l1'l:-}..l'!'l3 tor be -d Iy n,::. .f;n
tor Laord Lansdowne, Ponsanby softened the wne of l.he lr:_'ll.E!:l', h1|1t, ;:m ;
sor. Lansdowne recognized that he would have o resign unh.si, l.r;ekr nj%
ga,w: wav, While Kuollys urged the Ring o stand frm,; the ud e
T]f:mnsﬂire advised the Prime \'Iiui-skler to support Lansdowne, an
: came thoroughly disgrunted. " _
El‘f:*trﬁhlj;-:::-vlery d i{'l"f‘:cull g‘ﬁilf‘. to play.” Balfour wrote 1.1_1_ the .['L!np".. :;: :
continued o protest that It was “un nunheard ::-I'pru-:‘.et.‘d!.nﬁ,r.lu‘nfrrﬂ:;r r.m
eign being dictated 0 b another as o what order e shoild co
him'. Balfour persisied:

ftussia has most of the cards, yer it would be {le'ugrrmm |u_ |.I:Tt'.‘|l.‘? the :-u:::l'::‘;:’;
O wellknown fidedin (o our engagemenis 1s oue of o h:x;r Imnu;F.L;J .
:.uust reot waste it ... Taord Tansdowine, rrmmtuus!.}' heticving 1'I.1II:.:I.{‘ .-_hﬂﬂ..
authorized by Yoor Majesty, bias pledged ‘_r'l’_'ll'l.l.I'-i:-:!.]t:E-L'!r' tan h:‘lmm : : chm;r
upon Lhe Shuhi—has inidesd pledged your Majesty repeatediy and exp
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If he be prevented from carming out these pledges, whist will be his posidon?

cooaud, i he vesigned, could the mater siop there in these days of govern-
mental solidari?

Faced once wmin with the threat of the government’s resignation, the
King felt obliged to give wavr, He was ‘much depressed about it all’,
Enollvs told Baltour; but his "high sense of dur” and “patriotic motives’
overcame his great reluctance, He nsisted, however, chat no decora-
tons should be piven to the Shah’s suite in vicw of their earhier refusal
of themm, and that this most be the Tast me the Garter was contermed
upon d person who wias not a Chrstian, But even these conditions were
not observed. The King was persnaded in the end to give decorations to
the Shah's grumpy entourape, and thousgh he would not amee o the
Order being conterred upon the King of Stam fve vears later, he agreed
b bestow 1L upon the more important Lmperor of Japan,

It King Feward often found his successive governinents dresome and
difficult. he was noLan easy man w do business with himself, By the end
of 1903 he had virtwally stopped giving formal audiences 1o his minis-
ters, preferting 1w wlk w them when he happened 1w meel them at
dinper parties or upon other social occasions, or dealing with them
through people he koew well and trosted  including Sic Charles
Hardinge, Sir Ernest Cassel, Lord Fisher, de Soveval, Bnollys and Esher,
the last five of whom all worked closely together and met frequently at
Brooks's Club,

Most of his personal siafl were devated o him; some loved him; but
nane could pretend that working for him was always a pleasure, When
a subject interesied him he was scrupulous, even pedantic in his atten-
tion o iis smallest and most insignificantderail, *He is . agood lisiener,
if you aren’t toa long.' Asquith, Campbell-Bannerman's successor, told
his wife. *“He has an excellent head and is mosi observant aboul peapls
... He is notat all argumentative and undersiands evervihing thar is

property pur o him." Yet with matters that bored him he would not

make the slightest effort to comprehend them. Frederick Ponsonby
commented:

He hacd @ most corious brain, and at one dme one would fnd him a big,
steong, farseeing man, grasping the sitaaton af a glance and aking 4 broad-
rinded view of il at another one would be alinost surprised al the simalliiess
of his mind. He wonld be albmaose childish in his views, and would nhstinntc}}r
refuse b ioderstand e guesiion al issue.

He never troubled to conceal his annovance at even the most
trifling grievances. Fonsonhy recalled accompanying him o the Angli-
can church at Biarritz, where they sat in the front pew. When the fme
for the collection came, Ponsonby discovered thar the only coin ke had
in his pocker was a gold louis; so he put it in the plate nextto the King's
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donation, also a gold louis. After the service th-: King crossly asked :'T-m;
somby if he ahvays gave a lows. T hastily m&plamcd_lhm 1 had 11'-}-'1‘":“}‘.
else,’ Ponsonby commented, "but he :it".Eﬂ'lL'il.{ to think .1 had SPU;T mj
donation. He considered it only right to putin a guh:l picee, but when
did the same people thought nothing of his ger::cruslr.}-.. i
He was often 'distinctly peppery in his Teper’, spﬂakmg 80 & u.u ]}L_h u
those who asked him what he considered [I'I"-:'!,iil qur:suonxs t‘tmfﬂ 1y
dared nol approach him a second ume, .-,-:::ndl.ng the .wnm:;rf Eig
about in all directions’, Once the very able English Consul ’1t e:rs:;rI ,b
came aboard the royal vacht to delver relegrams and letters 1’10{& '1 ;?.,::
portfolio which, on being wpencd, prm':fd o be iy '!l.n-: 111g
shouted at the man so lendly that he fled from ﬂn&. vacht If."!'%‘.lhl:(l zmvr;?_
during the hour that it ook the Consul 1o retrieve T_jtm r:lls:,u}% :{1}:.:1;_
spun:{cnce, he marched up and down the deck, ﬂl‘ﬂlﬂl‘li:j-._" i cLh [u
wil, When some order of his had not been adly und.t'l.l_-lnrl:n:%, the 3 ::5
wold repeat it very slowly anl pr.;;._-isﬂ}'. wiord b., carciully LILu]rI:::;l,M
word, while the listener stood betore him, dreadmg.thc [fll.".lﬁh:.l. ~| 1.{ te
the bouled-up anger might suddenly burst fnrth before he was allowe
ape [rom the room.
wl?f‘iﬂ?& seriously provoked, the Ring's rages were 11Ln[_1¢.rvlf!mu‘r_lr_lf]-..
Pansonby recalled numerous accasions of h}b mastenr’s b"_‘”h?gl ;x:,l;
1age’, 'hﬁuking inta a storm of -dbulsc:, ':.!mu.ung’ am.J‘smEmngr; ;11 ¥
ing the root of Buckingham Palace’, btcnmlng. more 31 '-11-:I_:|I SUE]{,
and finally exploding with fury’. There was the Hime W crn1 on ]f;
advised him not o give several Victorian Orders on going i8] l-m“T;n‘muL |
as this would lead naval officers to expect decorations whenever he went
{0 any other naval base. Ponsonby said:

He wae Turious and showed at me that T knew 'I:1I.:I.L1'ij.'|-'l|."" abot .‘iu':.'-h. mal.Leri,
and that, being a saldier, 1 was, ol conirse, jealons of the navy, I..h?%fw?:, 51.1.1. r.r1
1o it and said thar the Victorian Ovder would b Taughed al l.fu 1.\:_-114:' nmw;._
om such oecasions, He was still inore angry and crushrr.d me wu!.h the .['tln.“':,:T.
that he didn’t know thar the Victorian Order was mine to give. u,—]m; “ﬁ
cxplosion T at onee cerred, but T was interested 1o sec that when he did vis
Paresmonith he gave no decoralions.

A similar explosion crupted on haxarel T.h::.n:ryal vacht Whﬂ;'ll thf K[{n g_?lnfl
(Queen were cruising in the Medirermanean in helay 1904 u.u.c it 'H.J..b decide :
to pay a visit o Malta. The King was looking T.‘tn-u.ughl Lt.|:=!_ P};:;ufi_n;r;:u:tt
arranged for his reception at Valetta when a teleg mn.mw 2 1.| e
Commanderin-Chict of the Mediterrancan 1o the l'-iﬁ—l'_‘f_Lfl:hai all 5 1;‘1;5 1 ;
the arex had been ordered off 1o make a demonstation, King Edv.; 1.:\.&.
‘perfecdy furious and in his rage became most unr::asr_mal?lc. ip;&u:
Colin K;;:.ppel, commander of the royal vacht, C()}Il{l iio I-lUﬂ“}lg. “::.d Li{I
and suggested that Frederick Ponsontsy be sent for. Ponsonby rece i
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When Tentered the King's cabin T ar onee grasped that there was thunder in
the air "What do vou think of that?” the King shouted at me as be tossed me
A r::lf'gmm. and Before T had dime o answer he stormed away at the disprace-
ful way he was treared. He ended a very violent peroration by saving he had
a grvod mind to ovder the Flect back to Male,

Pomsonby suceeeded in calming the King's anger by pointing o that
the navy. no doubt, had very good reasons for requiring the Mediterra-
nean Fleet o make a demaonstration; but when he went on to say that it
was extraordinary that neither the Prime Minister nor the First Lord of
the Admiralty had had the courtesy to keep him informed of the sima-
tion, the King's fury burst out afresh, and ‘afler breaking into a storm
al abuse of the government’, he instructed Ponsonby to send messages
in cipher 1o both ministers which, ‘had they been sent as he directed
them, would certainly have startled both recipients and would probahly
have entailed their resignaion’,

The King was equally angry when, on arriving in Naples, he found that

the Queen had ordered donkeys to tmmsport the roval party up w the
summit of Yesuvius from the end of the malway. He refiised (o risk placing
his great weight on the back of a sinall donkes; and, while the Queen and
others of the party ser off, he went for a short walk, According o her
sister, the Kmpress Marie of Russia, who had been invired Lo join the parey,
the Chueen did not wust herselfl 1o a donkey either hut was carried up in
a chair while the Empress walked, But Frederick Ponsonby remembered
them all as having been on donkeys which were sdll a long way from the
summit when the King renrrned from bis walk to the mrain, Fager to begin
a picnic hincheon, he had the tain’s whisde sounded at regular and
mcreasingly Trequent intervals o summaon the rders back for the return
Juurney. By the time the last rider had returned on his weary dankey, the
King was ‘hoiling with rage® and ‘unable o let off steam’ on Queen
Alexandra or on Fehr, the courier, who had wiscly disappeared, the King
poured “the vials of his wrath’ on Ponsonly's innocent head.

The King was also very demanding. Ponsonby recalled a day ai Malia
when, summoned 1o the King's eahin after breakfast, he was told 1o
prepare alist of names for decorations and given fifteen letiers 1o wrile
as well as two 1o copy, On being released, Ponsonby rushed off 1o s
review, Then he had (o go to a luncheon in an army mess. Alter thal
there was a levee to atend, and he did not get back on board the rovyal
vacht untl half past five, Ponsonby recorded:

The King sent for copics of letters 1o show the Queen at tea, Answer, nut
yet done. Afterwards he sent for me 1o discuss decorations and asked for a
tipedd List. Answer, not done, Had [ written yet 1o so-and-so: answer, no, Then
the King said, "My dear man, vou must tey ad ger something done.” Su 1
gora list of decorations typed by a petty officer an board, e spelr two
names wroby amd lefi onr a thivd, all of which the King lound our .

T —————rrr——r———

T rr—
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Alrtough §san up L 130 to et straight, the King is eft with tie Imipross1omn

yhiar nothing is fone.

L- i = P s m
With his work the King neither received nor asked for any help ﬁl;m
L i - ¥ -\.e]—Il
the Queen, Occasionally the Queen's hatred of Cermany of r.c:n:ij{m i
; ; I : 1 ra - - 1t-\,
anish relat could induce her to make s0mME SURE
her Danish relations wou ¢ 8 AR
protest. In 1880 For instance, during the governmenl s}:;:*.igm:.u Pl
i : ! 1 i 1N o Heligolana, she
; RO er Zanzibar in cxchange for Bebg :
secure @ Protectorile DVer Li ge T s e
stronghy profested about this ‘knuckle-down to Germany' and prepa ;
; : ; Jore Britain came 1ni
4 memorandum in which she siressed - that, l:u_.l’orn;. Psmﬂm IL...;. e e
possession of fHeligoland during the h’apuienr}:m "ie\:u ; ; ?:1!11; L&e s
ime 1 poral’ by Denzpark and Lnd
‘helonped from time IHHMEnoTd Ben il hat, af hapen
of L;erﬁruw il would be marle the basis of operalions against bnglane

i i i ; [ her
The Queen also offered her scrvices translating leliers Lrown

i i is clitfi i el ko
hrother. the Ring of Greece, and it making his d‘:ﬂnmﬂult:s. well kaigw
T weTe Tary interposiinns,

i her hushand and the government. Bt these b P
i i > . o alked politics, and B
As Charles Dilke said, the hicen never talked |
would not have had it otherwise. : at S
He was even unwilling to let the Cueen play an 11nll'uf:1 tant part .:lh i
i ‘el funcoons wlig
i s o 5 iy o o attend of ical uncom
ceremonial duties of the monarchy L off s
is IEs : that she oaght
im, insiat : 1 work was his responsibility an i
hims, imsisting that such wor : 3 . :
| i i i : imes she oo
Ty his being there as well, Some
nol to carry it oul withoat his ; : ki o
plained, but she did not press the point. And while her hubh:m:.ll hp-lul !
; : ine eipeat o
e (i wway 1 her, she was quite COTUERT L0 TEL
icre and mare 1me awdy trtm! : . it i
Sandringham, She seemed pertectly happy on :m1 u';-.n lhf:nf,wEILMWl 2
il o - she made io clear that whalever ;
her hushand did join her, & ssah R
i i dhe was the inistress sl 1.
ity i iow outside the home she was the 1018 :
authority he might cujoy ou Ay (he fnisk ae e
Lord Esher remembered how when he and 111_1_ King, then :u :j {..{m;e
Wales, had been discussing some nnpmriant opic, 2 m:lzssagedl dmh.- q_m}
1 i : - Hi hne immediae!v
15 wi i o her, He had not gonc o §
from his wife asking him o go : y S
: ' i sCuTTY ot leaving the
st him seurmang from e oo
a second summons had sen ; AR S
tsiness wnfinished. And the Conmtess of Airlie 1:11*101 de]d the P;'“g .
. 31 5l - Gereville, whio, anxy :
ully irrever it o Sir Sidney Gresille wito,
cheerfully irreverent colmimell Sl - sl
o keep his Roval Highness wailing any longer for an imporiant €og {TI'
- . i o FAnL i [aSTRY
ment, pressed her to join him; ‘Keep him waiting. It will do him

The contents of official hoxes which were never shrluwu. o the fgl_u:;:;
were, however, readily made available 10 his son aned 1;.15 danghter-in-law.
This was, the King ::xpluilw.f_‘:, a-‘very diﬁcrr::_ ::1:::“3 e

Prince George and his father were—atit . Al AT >

: AW are more like brothers than father ancl som,” F
St s ME1::I|T. which his son later echocd 'n.n. a leper to
rince Genrpe held his father n 100 n'nfch
there was betweet (hem an intimacy which

King once wioie, 4 som
| ord Datkeith; and alchough
awe for this 1o be really s,
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i royal refationships was so rare as to be almost unigue. Recogniring

his son’s diffidence, his need of reassurance and svinpathy, the King

gave him the confidence thar he would otherwise have lacked by a con-
stant atfirmation of love and trust, by an obvious pride in his reliability

He made it clear that he trosted him in @ way that he himself had never

been trusted and that he regarded him with an unreserved affection

with which his own parents had never been able 1o look upon hin.

He hated to he parted from him. Within a week of Queen Victoria's
death be abruptly cancelled a longstanding arrangement for his son 16
make an official visit 1w Anstealia on the grounds thal neither he nor
Queen Alexandra could spare hiny so soon for so long. The King was
persuaded to change his mind by the Prime Minister, but he parted from
his son with sorrow, confessing o Lord Carrington thar he ‘gquite broke
down as he said good-byve', and he welcomed him home with uncon-
realed joy. Lord Esher recalled how the father, on the many occasions on
which he spoke of his son, ‘eloays’ did so ‘with thar p&{.tlléax' ook which
he had—halt smile, and half parhos—and that softening of the voice,
when he spoke of those he loved. He tsed (o sav the words “my son” in
quite a different tone from any which were familiar to me in the many
tones of his voice: Foo his part the Duke of York, as Prince Gcnrg;r
hecame in 1892, was uierly devated o bis father, eonsulting him abour
every aspect of his life, "even as to whether his footmen ought 1o woar
black or ved liveries at dinner’, and ‘complaining terribly’ when his father
was ot available for consultation that he had ‘no one 1o go 10 or advise
him'. After the King’s death he could scarcely bring himself (o speak of
him without tears starting to his eyes. Though he recognized his faults, he
admired him intensely and would never allow a word of criticism of him
ever to be spoken. The only eriticism he himsell ever made o hir in his

voluminous cortespondence with his marher was of a decision he had
made 0 convert the bowling alley at Sandringham into a library,

It was the greatest comfort to the King in the Jast vears of his life that
his som and his son's family lived in a small house in the grounds of
Sandringham—York Cottage, formerdy known as the Bachelor’s Collage,
which had been built as an annexe for male guests ar Sandringham and
which he had given to Prince George as a wedding present. Although this
was not attogether pleasing ro.the Duchess of York—wlio was much more
awire than her hushand of the house's inconvenience and lack of chare
ter and who had o submit i perpetual visits from her mothersindaw—the
king delighted in the intimate propinquity, and seemed never more oo
tent than when his prandehildren with their parenis came up to the hig
house for tea.

The grandchildren loved to do so, and in later life they remembered
their grandfather with unclouded pleasure and affection. They retained
memories of being aken to see him in his robes before he left for
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Westminster Abbey on the day of his coronation. ‘Good morning, chil-
dren.’ he had said to them, “Am I not a funny-Jooking old man?’ They
were oo overwhelmed by the sight of him in his strange costume LG
ofter any opinion in reply on that aecasion, bul they were oot usually
in the lease in awe of him. His eldest grandson, Prince David—later
Ring Edward VITl—recalling the contrast between life at York Cottage
andl that ather world, redolent of cigar smoke amel scent, which his
grandfather inhabited. described him as being ‘bathed in perpetual
sunlight’. Prince David was so licele afraid of him, in faci, thal he was
even capable, an one nccasion at least, of interrupring his canversation at
tabile. He wus :'eprlm:mdcd, of vourse. and sat o silence until given per-
mission 1o speak. Is too late now, srandpapa,’ 'rince Dl saddd wncon-
cernedly. Tt was a caterpillar on your letluce but you've caten il

Both the King and Cheen delighted in looking afier their grandchil-
dren when their parents were away. They encouraged them (o romp
ahout the house, even in the dlining-roon, and 1o show off 10 Lthe gueses,
who were required 1o pretend they were elephants and to give the chil-
dren rides on their backs. And, so as 1o enjoy them all the more, the
King unce contrived o leave Their governess in London for o fortnight
while he spoiled them 1o his heart's content at Sandringham,

With the small children of close friends he was equally indulgent,
allowing Mrs Keppel's o call him “Ringy'. The younger of the Reppel
daughrers, Sonia, was rather frightened of him ar first. Insirucled to
cuirtsy to him whenever she saw him but never daring to ‘look higher
than beard-evel’, she ‘played safe and curtsied Lo the cigar and rings’,
But Sir Ernest Cassel, too, had o heard, wore rings and smoked cigars;
‘so. more often than not, he came for the curisy’,

In time, thoogh, Sonia overcume her nervousness, and when the
King came L 23 with her mother she was delighted w be allowed
down into the drawingroom al s o'dock to see him. Together they
devised 2 ‘fascinating game’ with bits of bread and butter which were
sent, butter side downwards, varing along the siripes of his Lrousers.
Bets of a penny cach were placed on the conlestants, Somid’s penny
heing provided by her mother, “The excilement-wis intense while the
contest was on ... and Kingy's enthusiasm seemed delightfully unal-
fected by the quality of his bets.”

On Princess Victorias birthday a children’s party was given cach vear
by the King and Queen al Buckingham Palace where balloons werc shiot
up into the sky and, on barsting, discharged preseuss all over (he lawn
while excited children raced about o pick them up. They were ol in
Uhve least intmidated by the presence of their host, as most of their par-
ents were: and when he asked one hoy what he would hike, he received
the brusque command, “Wove jam, King.'

L15]
The King at Home

Thet fesire of giving seemerd never to leave their Magesties
e 8t s often does itk vich people. :

:‘1:::;:,';‘;]‘::_‘:]‘,11?:(' I)}:Lhc prospect of boredom, rhe King was as
e T.nlﬁ.t.r[.t .L!.’mt each day held for him the promise of
o e g :L.l'lf'ril'!r. I'o make this casicr o achieve, his vearly
%w i: nmlf:ji'ullnnelrl an ahmost unchangeable plan, largely rugl:l.laitf:t:l
(jpén;.,-::;f Pt:;]:'.u:w::n:r,]:dﬁlxi in ]I:u]m.? rI» or February for the State
I oE il g by s soctal obligations of the Lond e i
;’;T‘r;_.j:lill::_h_{:llt;{;,{}nr ?Il"rer Faster and ended with the races at i?:Lt:El::l
e ,“:m L.KTPUC:D;E ut.hu:r race-meetings at which his Majesty's
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