
Abstract 

This thesis deals with the description of the human voice from the forensic phonetic 

perspective. At the beginning of the theoretical part, some important cases from the history of 

this field are mentioned, as well as the attitude of judges to the voice as evidence.The main 

tasks of forensic phonetics are then briefly presented. The remainder of the theoretical part is 

devoted to summarizing the existing knowledge from the field of audiovisual perception and 

comparison of voice description and face description, including several concrete examples of 

systematic approaches to obtaining these descriptions, both for professional purposes and for 

the needs of investigators in practise. The aim of the practical part is to compare the initial 

uninstructed, naive description of the voice of selected speakers, obtained from the 

respondents in a simulated police questioning, followed by an instructed systematic 

description according to the interrogation protocol, which uses the layman's formulation of 

the individual questions instead of the original phonetic terminology, and illustrative sound 

samples to make it easier for the respondents to understand the protocol and to give a more 

detailed account of the heard voice. The first part of the results analysis is devoted primarily 

to the naive testimony of the respondents, in terms of the amount of information mentioned, 

the time spent with this description, and the capturing of general trends in voice descriptions 

such as the first mentioned item of information and the most frequently mentioned thematic 

areas. The second part of the analysis then focuses on the instructed description, from the 

point of view of the mutual agreement of the respondents in the evaluation of the same 

speaker, the degree of certainty of their answers and the overall effectiveness of the 

interrogation protocol used to describe the voice over the naive description. The final 

discussion then summarizes the various factors that could have an impact on the results of the 

analysis. 
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