
Abstract 

 The aim of this thesis is to summarizingly describe non-contractual institutions of the 

use of copyrighted work, to define this legal branch under the system of copyright law as well 

as to briefly introduce the essential institutes and concepts of copyright law as such. 

 The second chapter focuses on the explanation of the concept of copyright law and its 

placement in the system of law. Afterwards, a brief historical background of copyright law on 

the territory of the Czech Republic and the most important reasons for providing copyright 

protection are introduced. 

 In  the  third  chapter,  the  essential  concepts  of  copyright  law  are  defined,  such  as 

author's work, the characteristics of author's works, categories of author's works, exceptions 

to copyright and the concept of authorship. The description of when the copyright protection 

is  created  follows.  Then,  the  definition  of  the  content  of  copyright,  including  the  scope  of 

moral  and  economic  rights  of  author  of  the  work,  is  presented.  Finally,  the  institution  of 

public domain is explained. 

 The  fourth  and  main  chapter  of  this  thesis  contains  a  digression  in  the  field  of 

copyright contracts, followed by the introduction to the field of the non-contractual 

institutions of the use of copyrighted work. Next, there is an overview of the European and 

international  framework  of  exceptions  and  limitations  of  copyright,  where  the  principal 

international  treaties  and  sources  of  law  of  the  European  Union  are  presented.  Further,  the 

terms exclusion and limitation of copyright are explained. A substantial part of this chapter is 

devoted to the Three-Step Test. Firstly the explanation of this term is to be found here, then 

its function in copyright law is described. The interpretation of Three-Step Test provided by 

the World Trade Organization Panel and the constructive critique given from legal theorists 

follow.  Afterwards,  there  is  a  detailed  description  of  the  free  use  of  copyrighted  work  and 

some  statutory  licenses  in  the  Czech  Republic.  At  the  end  of  this  chapter,  a  possible 

development in the area of exceptions and limitations of copyright is outlined, followed by 

the  discourse  on  suitability  of  acceptance  of  fair  use  exception  into  civil  law  copyright 

system. 

 The conclusion of this thesis summarizes the most important findings that have been 

achieved during the process of its completion. 
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