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ABSTRACT

This dissertation project describes the development phases of the handwriting skills from 1st to 

5th grade. The aim of this project is to describe the procedure of dynamic handwriting 

acquisition concerning two different alphabetic scripts used in Czech elementary schools. 

These include the traditional cursive script and alternative script that is Comenia Script.

We focus on two different styles of penmanship, which are being taught in Czech elementary 

schools – cursive writing and manuscript writing. Our research sample includes two groups. 

The first group comprises writers who employ the cursive handwriting style of penmanship, 

whereas the second group considers the Comenia Script writer i.e. the manuscript style.

The research consists of two parts – the theoretical and practical part. The theory defines the 

basic concepts related to handwriting skills and handwriting development. A substantial part 

focuses on both styles of penmanship – traditional cursive writing and Comenia Script. We 

depict their formal characteristics, circumstances of origin and the current Czech research 

dedicated to pupils’ handwriting. One of the chapters provides a concise summary taking into 

account the schooling instructions which include cursive and manuscript handwriting styles in 

Europe and in Canada.

The research part describes the research methodology. This study is designed as a cross-

sectional research. The level of pupils’ handwriting was tested at the beginning and at the end 

of the school year 2015/2016 (1st round of tests was in October/November 2015 and 2nd round 

in May 2016). Research sample group gathered 600 pupils from primary schools across the 

Czech Republic.



We used quantitative and qualitative methodology approach for the data processing. Three 

main factors were applied in the statistical evaluation: age, gender and style of penmanship.

The results indicate that the style of penmanship reveals different development phases of 

handwriting skills.

The Comenia Scripts writers demonstrate better orthography skills in the 2nd and in the 3rd 

grade, but in the 4th and in 5th grade the quality of orthography skills in both scripts become 

equal. Regarding the gender differences the results reveal that girls have better writing skills 

from 1st to 5th grade. 
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