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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

 
Please provide your assessment of each of the following four categories, summary and 
suggested questions for the discussion. The minimum length of the report is 300 words. 
 
 
Contribution 

The thesis of Mikayel Harutyunyan contributes to the literature studying dishonest behavior (an 

important factor affecting the economy), and more specifically to the literature which uses 

experimental methods to identify the prevalence of dishonest behavior and its correlates. The novel 

element of this study is the focus on the relationship between an incentivized experimental measure of 

dishonest behavior and personality measures which have been traditionally used in the field of 

psychology, but recently have also been increasingly used in economics. To the knowledge of the 

author, this is the first study using this approach. In the thesis, Mikayel studies not only the link with 

the most commonly used personality measure (The Big Five) but also with an alternative measure 

(The Dark Triad) and thus can compare the predictive power of these two measures. In addition, 

Mikayel aimed to test whether he replicates the findings of the previous literature of decreased 

cheating levels when participants are reminded about moral standards, and how this interacts with the 

personality measures. The research questions are clearly formulated and important. The thesis also 

lists a set of specific hypotheses to be tested with the data. 

 
Methods 

To study the research question, Mikayel collected a new dataset among a sample of secondary school 

students in Armenia. He elicited a measure of dishonest behavior using an experimental design 

established in recent years in economics and used in a number of studies. This is complemented by a 

detailed questionnaire on personality measures. To analyze the data, Mikayel uses appropriate 

econometric techniques. I appreciate the amount of effort invested into the data collection and also a 

very careful approach of the author, both in terms of thinking through the experimental design and 

data analysis. Clearly Mikayel put a lot of effort to every detail, including, for example, a careful 

translation and back-translation of the questions to Armenian and validation of personality measures. 

 
 
Literature 

The thesis provides a comprehensive review of several related streams of literature. It is clear that 

Mikayel has a very sound knowledge of the academic literature, including the most recent studies, and 

references the literature properly. He read an enormous amount of related studies, both in the fields of 

economics and psychology. Without a doubt, throughout the process he gained an exceptional 

knowledge about the personality measures. I also appreciate that the specific hypotheses and the 

results of the study are nicely linked to the existing literature. 
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The thesis reads well and is written in very good English. At some places it may seem a bit lengthy 

and the reader might benefit from a clearer structure.  

 
 
 
Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 

To sum up, I believe the thesis fulfills the requirements for a bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of Social 

Sciences, Charles University, and suggest grade A.  

A suggested question for the discussion during the defense:  

- Just a minor thing – on page 58 you estimate the proportion of honest people by using the 

proportion of those who reported zero payoff and multiplying it by 6 (i.e. 6*9.12=54.72). Isn’t 

this an underestimate since for higher rewards the benefits of cheating are lower? 

- On page 82 you hypothesize that a possible explanation of a positive relationship between 

cheating behavior and the score in the Cognitive reflection test might be the fact the students 

cheated on the CRT task? What is the way how to cheat on this task? 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


