
Abstract 

This thesis deals with recreational activities at the end of 19th and beginning of 20th 

century. Theoretical part focuses on society that is going through significant changes in the 

process of industrialization. The middle class of society is trying to demonstrate their social 

status by leisure time activities. Many people are becoming members of sports and touristic 

clubs. They also take interest in their local environment and cultural events generally. These 

activities are also frequently followed by raising nationalism. Important chapter is devoted to 

landscape ecology. At the end of the theoretical part there’s also analysis of historical novel 

mentioning this topic. The empirical research describes origins and development of Pikovice 

summer resort which served to Prague citizens mainly. First there’s a description of 

environment and geography of the region followed by local history. The key chapter is 

explaining in detail the development of private recreational houses and then it analyzes social 

status of their owners and of the construction companies that were involved. Also a discussion 

is given about the changes in landscape caused by extended construction works. 
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