Abstract

The diploma thesis deals with the motivation of university students to study the teaching
of biology. The aim of this thesis was to find which factors influenced the students when
deciding the field of their studies.

Student motivation was examined using a qualitative method of semi-structured interviews.
The research group consisted of 11 university students of the master’s degree program of the
Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Education at Charles University
in the teaching fields combined with biology. The research results show that the primary
interest in biology was evident in respondents already during their early childhood or later at
an elementary school. In relation to biology, the respondents were influenced by the family
and the teachers at either primary or secondary schools. The thesis presents extrinsic and
intrinsic motives for the study of biology. The choice of teaching was affected the most by the
interest in working with children and the expectation of creative work in the future, even
though the respondents were aware of the low financial valuation, the time and psychological
demands of the profession. The biology teachers also opted for the possibility of further
subject developing and supporting interest in biology interest among pupils. The thesis also
contains a respondents’ view at the teaching profession,
the influence of preparation, and studies at university on the motivation of students. Most
respondents plan to pursue a teaching profession.

The survey results can serve as a basis for consideration of improving the professional future

teachers training.
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