
The presence of ultraviolet patterns on body, as well as perception of ultraviolet spectrum 

by special photoreceptors, is part of sensory ecology of many animal species, including 

reptiles. Most current research discusses the importance of ultraviolet signs in coloration of 

diurnal species. The aim of our study was to find out what character have the reflective 

signs in ultraviolet spectrum in overall coloration of common leopard gecko (Eubplepharis 

macularius) through a digital photography. The reflective pattern is present in both adults 

and juveniles and passes as well as the rest of the coloration by significant ontogenetic 

changes. Another aim was to evaluate the role of ultraviolet reflecting signs in the biology 

of this crepuscular-nocturnal species. We expect that the pattern contributes to their 

antipredatory strategies during their first few months of life, and also a white reflecting 

surface is preserved in adulthood, especially on their tail, which is differently coloured 

than the rest of the body.  

 


