
Abstract 

This study focuses on use of foreign-policy power by Georgia on USA, EU member states and 

Russia during 2004-2012. In this period, Georgia wanted to enter into alliance with USA and 

EU states and gain access to Euro-Atlantic organizations, European Union and NATO. At the 

same time, Georgia wanted to reduce Russian influence on Georgian soil. After a few months 

of the new Georgian regime it was clear that the relation with its big neighbor will be difficult, 

mainly because of the two separatist republics on Georgian-Russian border, Abkhazia and 

South Ossetia. The aim of this study is to determine categories of power that Georgia used to 

achieve its goals. The study uses concepts of small state and power in international relations. 

Besides, it uses Nye’s concept of soft and hard power.  For influencing Western states Georgia 

chose the combination of soft and hard power. Soft power of Georgia has been mainly based 

on presentation of attractive values – pro-Western thinking a democracy ‒ which should have 

attracted Western support. To a lower extent, foreign policy and culture were also used as 

sources of soft power. Georgia's hard power consisted of security importance and economic 

and political value of the country. In case of Russia, Georgia used only tools of hard power 

which included harsh rhetoric and official protests and also aggressive actions of Georgian 

armed forces, very unusual type of power for a small state. 

 


