
Abstract 

The thesis deals with issues of LGBT movement in the Czech Republic in the context of the 

ongoing campaign "We are fair" for equal marriage. The intention was to try to find out on the 

basis of in-depth semi-structured interviews with LGBT activists how these activists perceive the 

status of sexual minorities in the Czech Republic and the related situation of the Czech LGBT 

movement with regard to its emancipatory potential. It turned out that the activists sensitively 

perceived the limits of the conditionality of the tolerance of Czech society and that they were aware 

of the changes in the social and political context in relation to minorities. However, particular 

minorities are not perceived in the same way by the society, and according to activists, LGBT 

rights can even be a tool for legitimizing aversion to other minorities, especially religious or ethnic 

minorities. On the level of reflection on the ongoiong campaign's strategies, activists put the 

emphasis on political lobbying for equal marriage, with the support of community mobilization 

and the formation of collective identity defined by the requirement of equal marriage. From the 

perspective of activists, it is therefore important to balance the professionalized lobbying with 

grassroots activism. Although, according to activists, the campaign for equal marriage means the 

biggest mobilization of the community ever, they perceive that the campaign is critically viewed 

by an alternative activist scene that bothers its excessive "conservatism" as well as by the part of 

the community which thinks equal marriage is unnecessary and in terms of efforts to improve the 

position of LGBT people counterproductive. These attitudes can then be interpreted as an 

expression of persistent negative connotations of activism. 

 

 


