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Criteria Definition Maximum Points 

Major Criteria    
 Research question, 

definition of objectives 
10 9 

 Theoretical/conceptua
l framework 

30 29 

 Methodology, analysis, 
argument 

40 33 

Total  80 71 

Minor Criteria    
 Sources 10 10 
 Style 5 5 

 Formal requirements 5 5 
Total  20 20 

    

TOTAL  100 91 
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Evaluation 

Major criteria: Aim and theory correspond, or supersede, the required level 
for MA theses. Methodology is relatively well defined – it is sound to choose 
these three time periods (postwar, 70s, 2000s), because of the visible 
change/development of the narrative. These three were really unique times 
in Japanese postwar history. 

 

Minor criteria: Formal requirements are – I believe – met, sources are 
relevant and well chosen. Style is OK. 

 

Overall evaluation: I believe that this is a well developed thesis with a sound 
objective, proper theory and adequate methodology. It tries to understand the 
change in Japanese perception of peace/pacifism over the course of the 
second part of the twentieth century. It does so through post-structural 
theoretical lens and narrative analysis of mostly primary, but also some 
(given the fact that the author does not speak Japanese) relevant secondary 
sources. The main argument is perhaps too theoretical (pacifism is in the 
second layer of identity sedimentation) and could have been more empirical 
(to simply state that interpretation of pacifism has changed), but I believe it is 
apparent from the thesis what the student aims to do and does. From other 
possible criticisms, there is perhaps too much of a reliance on few key 
secondary sources, some issues with the flow of the text – especially in the 
introduction -  and the thesis could have been longer (although I believe it fits 
the necessary length). But in general, I do think it is a solid thesis that I 
recommend for defense. 

 

Suggested grade: A 
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