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Evaluation 

Major criteria: 

Thomas Morin-Robinson has written a truly extraordinarily M.A. thesis. The 

thesis is excellent in several important respects: 

1) Topic selection 

The success of this thesis begins with the topic selection. While searching for 

the topic, Thomas did not stop with the most visible and evident issues. Being 

interested in climate politics, he decided to investigate the impact of city 

networks. Even though these networks have been discussed in theory, the 

quantitative empirical work on their effects is still limited. So, the thesis 

started with the topic where it could make a contribution. 

2) Theory 

Overall, it is necessary to highly appreciate the strength of the academic 

framework of the thesis. It proceeds from a very detailed and synthetic 

literature review. The whole thesis is based on a logically clear theoretical 

model, which perfectly expresses the gist of the main argument. What is more, 

the model is completed with a very representative and in fact exhaustive set 

of control variables.  

3) Method 

In particular, it is necessary to highlight the methodological quality of the 

thesis. Multi-level models represent an advanced family of statistical methods 

and Thomas uses them very safely a usefully. I have never seen an M.A. 

student to work at such an advanced level of statistical modeling. In addition, 

the work with the data and measurement is very systematic and detailed. 

4) Critical thinking 

The thesis is characterized by a strong degree of sense for the limitations of 

academic research. It openly and straightforwardly concedes the limitations 

resulting from the fact that the data on climate action is self-reported and that 

the sample may have a bias. This all only shows how well the author 

understands the essence of academic research and the pitfalls of analyzing the 

social reality.   
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5) Independence of work  

If I compare my input and the quality of the resulting work, the thesis is again 

extraordinary. Usually, I need to devote more time and energy into dealing 

with theses that, at the same time, they do not reach such a high level of 

quality. In other words, it must be appreciated that Thomas managed to write 

such a fine thesis so independently.  

 

 Minor criteria: 

 

No comments 

 

Overall evaluation: 

In conclusion, I can only restate that the submitted thesis clearly exceeds 

what is expected at the M.A. thesis level. It is extraordinary in topic selection, 

theory, as well as the method. It is executed with a unique level of precision 

and critical thinking. As far as I remember, this is the first time when I 

attribute to a thesis all the 100 points that can be given. All in all, Thomas 

Morin-Robinson has demonstrated a very high level of ability and talent for 

academic work. I can only suggest that the author considers publishing the 

findings of the thesis as a journal article. 
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