Abstract

This thesis aims to contribute to the current academic debate on contemporary polarization in the
U.S. Congress. The paper provides a brief overview of the relevenat existing literature and schools
of thought on the issue. As part of the thought direction which steers away from definining roots
and causes of polarization among the general public but rather sees them as issues of the political
elite, this thesis highlights the need to focus on individual Congressional Member Organizations
(CMOs) in the House of Representatives and their connection to polarization. By applying an
existing dataset accepted among political science scholars as the key tool for measuring
polarization, the thesis seeks to affirm the presumed ideological differences among the individual
CMOs (or caucuses). The main part of this thesis which adds value to further discussion is the case
study of all roll call votes of the 114th House of Representatives examining voting cohesion of the
studied caucuses. The aim of this study is to show to what extent the CMOs are in fact consistent
voting blocs and how influential they can potentially be within the political elites in the House of

Representatives and to what level they may be contributing to the contemporary polarization.



