
 
 

Abstract 

 The Pantheon at the Vranov Castle in Malá Skála and its surroundings is created by 

many sanctuaries, memorials and inscriptions which refer to historical figures and events. 

The bachelor’s thesis deals with one of its parts – the so called inner Pantheon which was 

built inside of the castle ruins. The project of the local Pantheon was created thanks to the 

initiative of Franz Zacharias Römisch (1757–1832), who was the owner of the Malá Skála 

Manor between 1803 and 1832. After a short chapter concerning the development of the 

Vranov Castle, the thesis focuses on the life of this businessman and noble. 

 The main target of the thesis is to describe the inner Pantheon according to the 

guided tour which is currently designed for the visitors at the castle. The Pantheon as 

a place of collective memory is introduced from the main gate with the portal, over the 

Memorial of the fellowship of the nations and the struggle for the liberation of Germany 

and Europe, the Memorial of Charles IV. to the hermitage and the rock altar. 

Consequently, the summer residence that was opened in 1826 and represents the dominant 

feature of the Vranov ridge is described. The thesis also outlines the influence of 

romanticism, German nationalism or provincial patriotism on the construction. The final 

chapters concern the condition of the Pantheon at the end of the 19
th

 century and tourism at 

the castle. 

 As historical sources, the thesis uses primarily tourist guidebooks, encyclopaedic 

entries and other printed materials from the 19
th

 century. The crucial source is the 

guidebook called The Rock Pantheon and Natural Park at the Malá Skála Manor (1828) 

written by Franz Ferdinand Effenberger. Further, the thesis uses sources from the fund 

called The Manor Farm Estate Malá Skála 1608–1943, which is situated in the State 

Regional Archive in Děčín. Last but not least, the work paraphrases the already published 

works and catalogue of the Pantheon in Malá Skála and its builder Franz Zacharias 

Römisch. 


