Abstract

Primary assumption of this thesis is that the European Union (EU) represents a unique
international actor that embodies the major changes in institution of diplomacy. These
changes culminate in the 21st Century. They rest namely in widening of diplomatic agenda,
increasing number and kind of actors conducting diplomacy, growing importance of
multilateral frameworks and transformation of diplomatic actors’ objectives. At the
centre of our interest lays the concept of structural foreign policy (SFP) that constitutes
an analytical framework of this thesis. SFP is an instrument through which the EU
exercises its structural power towards third countries. The aim of this thesis is to provide
an analysis and critique of the EU’s SFP towards Maghreb. The region has been chosen as
the subject of our analysis since despite a long term and continuous effort since 1990s the

EU has largely failed to effectively exercise its structural power in the region.



